DESTINATIONDSCC NEW STUDENT GUIDE




Your journey has begun! In order to thrive and have a
successful college experience, both personally an
academically, there is a great deal of information you must
know and master. Being academically savvy will help you chart
your course, both at DSCC and beyond, and help you to meet
your educational and career goals. This guide has been
designed to givgou information that will help you with your
college journey at DSCC.



ACADEMIC CALENDAR:

The college calendar is very important. It lists the following
dates:

1 When classes begin

1 The last day to add a class

{1 The dates for 100%, 75%, & 25% refund
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1 Holidays

{ Date to pregregister for the next semester
***calendar is printed in the DSCC catalog, schedule of
classes and located on the DSCC welvgite/.dscc.edu



http://www.dscc.edu/
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CATALOG:

Your academic requirements are published in the catalog that is
in effect when you enter the college. In addition to academic
requirements, the catalog publishes a description of each
course taught at DSCC. A course description is extremely
important as it provides an overview of the course and if the
course has a pre or corequisite. The catalog also contains

the Student Handbook. Please check with the One Stop Center
in the Student Center Building, the main office at the Gibson
County Cater and the main office at the Jimmy Naifeh Center

in Tipton County for a current catalog. You can also find the
catalog on the Dyersburg State Community college web site
www.dscc.edwnder admissions.

**Dyersburg StateCommunity College reserves the right at
any timeto make changes as required in course offerings,
curricula, academic policies and other rules and regulations.
The catalog is not intended to state contractual terms and
does not constitute a contract betwee the student and
institution.


http://www.dscc.edu/

GRADES:
Grades are a way of measuring progress. You must check your
grades on MyDSCC each semester. Your records will show

each coursattempted the grade for each course, your grade

point average for that semester, angour cumulative grade

point average. The rewards for good grades may include
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degree completion, better transfer options and personal
satisfaction. There are consequences for poor grades.
Studentsnot meeting the academic standards prescribed by

the college will be placed on academic probation. Academic
probation can lead to various kinds of restrictions and

eventually even to being suspended from college. For more
information and an explanationdr determining averages

please refer to the DSCC catalog under Grades, Availability of.



TYPES OF CLASSES:

*Traditional lecture classes are taught in a traditional classroom
with regularly scheduled meeting times and days.

*Online/Distance Learnindasses are offered to help meet

your scheduling needs. Success in online/distance learning
courses requires setfiscipline, computer competency, strong
management skills, and ability to work independentlihere

are two options for online learning: THiest is classes

prepared by members of the DSCC faculty. This option gives
you the availability to meet with your instructor if the need
arises. The second option is the Regents Online Degree
Program (RODP), which is provided by the Tennessee Board of
Regents (TBR). Here are some questions and answers that may
help you decide if this type of instruction is right for you.

1. What kind of computer do | need? Online courses are
accessed using the same software you use to browse the Web.
You are abléo access your courses using any cotepwith an
Internet connectiorand a Web browser. Individual courses



may have more specific requirements. For example, if you plan
to take AOD 108 (Word) online, you need the most recent
version of Microsoft Word.

2. How do | find out if | am ready for an online course? Not
surprisingly, taking an online course requires different skills
than a traditional classroom course. Our experience has shown
that students who do well in online courses are able to manage
their time and schedules, comfortable with information in

written form, can work well independently, and have basic
computer skills.

3. What are online courses like? If you are highly motivated
individua with excellent study habits and basic computer skills,
the online option is an efficient and convenient way to
completecourses that you cannot take on campus. Taking
online classes requires as much or more studying and effort as
a class on campus, but the time of day you choose to set aside
for these classels your decision.

4. Why take an online class? There will be no early morning
rush to get to class by 8:00 A.M. You will not have to schedule
your classes around work or daily activities. You can sit at
home in your pajamas and work on your assignmeritsou

have a busy life and have no free time until midnight, your
classes will be there waiting for you. You can log into classes



early in the morning or late at night depending on what is
convenient for you.

If you decide to continue your educatiahexperiences with

online courses, DSCC has a Help Desk in the LRC to answer
student questions with online classes. For help stop by the
DSCC Learning Resource Center at the main campus. You may
also emalHELPDEFODSCC.E[@dcall 731288-7780.

For more information and class schedules, just click the links
below. REGENTS ONLINE DEGREE PROGRAM / ONLINE CLASS

*Hybrid classes combine the format of traditional lecture
classes with some online distance learning poments.

Campus hybrid courses have more than half of their instruction
conducted in the traditional lecture class.

*Dual enroliment classes are taught for high school students
jointly enrolled in high school and DSCC.


mailto:HELPDESK@DSCC.EDU
http://www.dscc.edu/custom/online.asp
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES:

Before ealy advisement begins each semester, the college
publishes an online and hard copy schedule of classes that lists
all the information you need to register for classes. Available
classes are listed by campus and by subject area.

Additional information in tlie Schedule of Classes includes:

*Current Academic Calendar

*Final Exam Schedule for semester

* Fees: Fall fees due by August 8
Spring fees due by January 8

*Proof of Immunization policy

*Refund Procedures

* Bookstore Hours

*Testing and placement information

*and more



ESTIMATED COLLEGE EXPENSES:

For current fees and expenses please go to the Dyersburg State
Community College web siteww.dscc.edwand click on

Current Students and therick on Business office for the fees
chart and methods of payment. Fall fees due by August 8 and
Spring fees due by January 8.

***Fees are subject to change by the Tennessee Board of
Regents.

///

For book cost you can visit the bookstore web site or the

bookstore on the main campus (CAB Building), Gibson County
Center and Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County (Building
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Current Students and then click on Bookstor



http://www.dscc.edu/
http://www.dscc.edu/

MyDSCC

You will find MyDSCC on the Dyersburg State Community
College web sitevww.dscc.edu The Office of Admissions and
Records will mail you a letter containing your User name and
Password. The following informaii will be found on MyDSCC:
access to registration, information about your advisor, your

class schedule, and your grades at the end of the term. You can
also view your complete transcript (including the evaluation of
any transfer courses). Once you havgered in you User

name and Password click on Student for registering for your
classes, confirming your enrollment, and more.

Look no further than the DSCC web site for most of your
guestions: Academics, Admissions Information,
Apply/Register/Pay, Athlats, Calendar/Event Sign Up, Centers,
Maps and Contacts, Community Resources, Continuing
Education, Financial Aid, Giving Opportunities, Human
Resources, Learning Resource Center, News Releases, Student
Services. The two sites that students use the most a
Admissions and Registration and Financial Aid. You will find the
following information: Apply to DSCC, Advising Centers,
Transfer Information, Schedules and Catalogs, Current Costs,
Apply to Financial Aid, Financial Aid Forms, How to Accept a
Loan, Hav to Confirm Enrollment, Student Employment,
Tennessee Lottery, Veterans Affairs and much more.


http://www.dscc.edu/

FINDING YOUR WAY AROUND

Dyersburg Main Campus

1. Eller Administration Building
*Business Office first floor
Ft NSaARSGgfistflaor h FFAOS
*VicePresiden© &  hc¢TFirst HoorS
* English classessecond floor

2. Learning Resource Center (library)
* Student Support Services (tutoring)
3. Math Building (behind the LRC)
*Math classes

* Student Success Center {ouing)



4. Glover Building
*Dean of Arts and Science officdirst floor
*Dean of Nursing and Allied Health offi¢érst floor
*Dean of Business & Technology offcckrst floor
*Class rooms on first flaeand second floor
*Computer labs
5. Lannom Gymnasium Building
*Speech & Music Classes
*Director of Athletics Office
*Coaches Offices
*Racquet Ball Courts
*Weight Room
6. Student Center Building
*One Stop Center
*Advising Center offices
*Testing Office
*Admissions and Records offices
*Financial Aid offices

*Dean of Student Services
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7. Campus Awfties Building (CAB)
*Game Room
*Bookstore
*Student Activities/Student Life office/SGA office
*Counseling, Career Center, ADA office
*University Of Memphis office
*Auditorium

8. Baptist College Msiries Building



JIMMY NAIFEH CENTER IN TIPTON COUNTY
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*Financial Aid office
*Advising office
*Student Activities/Student Life office
*Student Support Services office (tutoring)
*Testing
*Class rooms

2..dZAf RAY3 G. ¢
*Learning Resource Center (Library)
*Student Success Center (tutoring)
*Nursing & Allied Health office
*Nursing Lab
*EMT Lab
*Auditorium
*Class rooms
GIBSON COUNTY CENTER
FCKS / Sy Sffided daniBgReNd &enter, Computer
Lab, Science Lab, Class rooms, and Bookstore are located in one

Building



WHAT TO EXPECT

Making the transition into college is a lot easfeyou know what to expect at Dyersburg State
Community College. For every hour you spend in class expect to spend two to three hours
outside of class studying, reading, writing papers, or doing-obdested work. For example, for
a 3 hour credit clas plan to spend at leasBghours on that class beyond the 3 hours you will be
in class.
It is very important that you attend the first day of class. You will meet your professor, who will
outline the course and present the requirements of the dMass.professor will give you a
syllabus for the course and tell you how to find the syllabus online. A syllabus is essentially a
Afcontracto between you and your professor on
evaluated.
1 Your class size wilary. Most classes at DSCC are small 15 to 35 students.
Take advantage of the learning opportunities in these small classes and get to know your
classmates and instructor.
1 You are responsible for your learning. This means it is up to you to attesd<clas
and complete assignments.
There will usually be more emphasis on tests than homework assignments.
You will have a significant amount of learning to do outside of class. Your
instructor may not cover all the material in lectures and you will be reig®is do
most of your reading on your own. For every hour you spend in class, expect to spend
two to three hours outside of class studying, reading, writing papers, or doing other class
related work.
1 Help is available if you seek it out!!! If you fingburself having difficulty in
class, schedule an appointment with your instructor. If you need tutoring there are two
programs that are available (The Student Success Program and Student Support
Services).
1 There are consequences for poor grades. Youlosayour financial aid. You
may be placed on academic probation which can lead to various kinds of restrictions and
eventually to being suspended from the college for a semester.
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| NSTRUCTYTB¥RBECTATIONS

Teaching styles vary but expectations are high.

Instructors expect students to carefully read the syllabus that is passed out on the first day
of class and follow all instructions included on the syllabus.

Instructors expect students toegutl class.

Instructors expect to begin class on time. Students who arrive late are distracting to the
instructor and to other students.

Instructors expect students to let them know if they are having problems understanding or
working with the material.

Instructors, like almost everyone, appreciate being treated with courtesy and respect.
There should be no talking with you friends during class, no text messaging on your cell
phones, and cell phones turned off before class begins.

Instructors expect stedts to submit assignments on time and according to instructions.
While most instructors want students to participate and ask questions, most do not want
one student to take up large segments of class time. Some instructors prefer students to
hold their gquestions until the end of the lecture.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 77?7?2727
YOU WILL FIND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE DSCC WEB SITE.
PLEASE CLICK ON CURRENT STUDENTS AND YOU WILL FIND FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE LEFT SIDE OF PAGE.

Q: Are my ACT Scores Necessary?
A: If you are under 21 years of age the ACT is required. ACT scores are used to
determine placement in courses.

Q: If am over 21 how am | placed into courses?

A: Studentsover 21 are required to take the COMPASS test. You will be placed into
courses according to scores in math, English, and reading.

Q: How many hours should | take?

A: To be considered a fulime student, the minimum academic load is 12 hounsglur
the semester. The maxi mum without spec
set yourself wup for failure by taking t

allow two hours of study time for every hour you spend in class.

Q: Why am I placed into Developmental Courses?
A: You ACT scores or COMPASS scores are used to determine placement in courses.

WRITING ACT ENGLISH SUBSCORE COMPASS
Basic Writing DSPW 0G0 -™ 214
Developmental Writing DSPW 0800 -18 -38
College Level English +19 75+

READING
Reading & Learning DSPR 0700 -110 a8
Developmental Reading DSPR 0800 -182 49-79
College Level Reading 19 + 80+
MATH
PreAlgebra DSPM 0700 -149 01-29
Basic Algebra DSPM 0800 -186 -20
Intermediate Algebra DSPM 0850 -187 -28
Cadllege Level Math 19 + + 50

****Qrientation: Learning to Succeed (ORN 1010) is assigned based on the number of
different developmental areas into which a student is platedre is NO Challenge Test for
ORN 1010
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Can | take a test to place up or out of developmental course?

Yes.

The Office of Developmental Studies Program will inform you about the free
Challenge test. You will have to registed&y according to your ACT or
COMPASS scores.

Can | adjust my schedule after | register?
Yes. The possible changes that can be made are adding a course, dropping a course,
or changing the section (which is the time) of a course.sPlesder to the academic
calendar in the current DSCC catalog or class schedule for the deadline date.
****Be aware that if you are receiving financial aid, reducing your hours may affect
the aid you will receive. Always check withet financial aid office before you
reduce your hours.

Is tutoring available?

Yes. The Student Success Center located in the Math Building 156 on the Dyersburg

Campus, LRC at the Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County, and the Gtmamty

Center (please check with the front desk for location). Student Support Services is a

free service available to 185 eligible degseeking students each semester. Students

must apply and be accepted into the program to res@wices at the main campus

and the Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County (room 128 LRC main campus and

room 157 building AAO0O Ji mmy Nai feh Center |

Do | need a college 1.D.?

Yes. ID pictures are made in the LRGalitlocations. Your ID will gain you
Admission to college activities, allow you to check out books from the LRC, and
will provide identification for instructors.

: Do I need a parking permit?

Yes. All DSCC students must have a pagkpermit on their vehicle. The parking

lots have designated spaces for faculty, staff, and students. The fee is $10 and is
included in your student fees. The college charges a $10 fine for the first ticket,

and $20 for subsequent tetis. For illegally parking in a handicapped zone:

$200 for each ticket. Tickets are to paid in the business at the Dyersburg campus and
at the front offices at the off campus locations.

: Where Do | Buy My Books?

The bookstore locatsadn t he CAB buil ding at the Dyersbur
the Jimmy Naifeh Center in Tipton County and off the main lobby at the Gibson

County center sells new and-wrappes chatdrigd x t book s .
or mark in your books until you are sure you have the right books and will not be

changing your schedule. Be sure to hold on to your receipt for refunds.



WHO TO CALL

Otherwise indicated dial (731) 288nd extension
***campus hall phone dial the last four ext. numbers
(Example for the One Stop Center dial 3330)
***campus operator 73286-3200. Covington Center
901-4753100 Gibson County Center 78551419

FOR THIS SERVICE SEE THIS PERSON LOCATION PHONE
Admissions Admissions Office Student Center 3330
Books Bookstore CAB Building 3241

Building A (Covington)

Main Building (Trenton)
Counseling Pam Dahl CAB Building 3242
Disability Services Pam Dahl CAB Building 3242
Emergencies Dean Chapman Student Center 3240
Financial Aid Financial Aid Office Student Center 3330
Parking Fines Business Office Eller 3306

Parking Decals

Student Activities

Student Government

Testing: Placement

LRC

George White
Dorothy Bond

George White
Dorothy Bond

Ginger Dozier

Front office (Covington)
Front office (Trenton)

Main Campus
Front office (Covington)
Front office (Trenton)

CAHdng 3332
Covington 1166
Student Center 3332
Covington 1166

Student Center 3355
Front office (Covington)

Front office (Trenton)



TIPS FOR GETTING BETTER GRADES

* ATTEND ALL YOUR CLASSES: Seems obvious but many stois skip classes.
Listening to the lecture and discussions will help you absorb the material. You
may earn extra points for class attendance.

* LEARN WHAT THE INSTRUCTOR EXPECTS: It is you sponsibility to know
deadlines and requirements for the course. Visit him or her during office hours, or

stay after class, if time permits.

* ORGANIZATION: Use a planner or other organization system. Stay current with
due da¢s and test dates. Keep homework, tests, and papers in a central location.
Youb6l!l need these for studying and figuring

* USE TIME WISELY: Tackle harder work first so you will have enough time to
complete it. Take breaks a reward for work. Break larger projects into smaller
chunks and assign deadlines to each part. Learn to say no to some requests of your
time. Make room to play but do your work first.

* USE THE TEXTBOOK: Instructors assign tbroks to supplement the lecturers
and discussions from class. You should read all assigned material and use an
outlining system to help comprehend material. You should take notes to help
you learn the material.

* FOLLOW GOOD RJLES OF WRITING: Many of your college classes will
require one or more writing assignments (short essay questions and papers).
You should organize your thoughts before writing, understand requirements,
write a draft and get feedbaadloi your instructor when possible, rewrite, edit
and proofread.

* STUDY: The golden rule for studying is to study at least two to three hours outside
of class for every hour in it. You shoulaidy early and often for an exam. ybu
make studying a habit then it will become second nature to you. Know how you
study besfalone, with a group, silence, with a little noise, etc.).

* BE A GOOD TESTi TAKER: Know the types of questions that will be asked and
the contenttat will be covered. Read questions carefully and taketyoe
reading all the instructions. Pace yourself to allow time to complete all parts and
make sure you answer the most point value questions first. If you need clarification
ona question, ask the instructor. There is no rule stating that you must answer
guestion number one first. Quickly view the test and start with the question that you
know. This will help you to relax and build up confidence. If you are trigng
remember information take a few moments to write quick notes on the back of the

test.



COLLEGE IS NOT ALL WORK!!!I' TAKE SOME TIME TO PLAY AND GET
INVOLVED!!

DYERSBURG STATE STUDENT ORGANZIATIONS:

Baptist Collegiate Ministrg Stan Cavnes 731285-3750

Dyersburg State Advanced Technology AssociatiRitk Wilkersorg 731-286-3213
Dyersburg State College Democratsnda Weeksg, 731-286-3394

Dyersburg State College Republicgien Joneg 731-286-3367

Dyersburg State Criminal JustiDeganizatiorg Marty Hurrahg 901-475-1164
Dyersburg State Media ClatPaul Stringham 731-286-3227

Dyersburg State Health Information Management Associainsan Osborné&31-286-3294
Future Educators AssociatigriMelody Smithg 901-4751115

Minority Association of Successful Studeqf3orothy Bond; 901-475-1166

Music Clulx; Carol Featheg 731-286-3256

Phi Theta KappaDave Strong 731-286-3343
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Fledse confirm that you have read this orientation guide by clicking
here and providing your name and e-mail address.
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Please confirm that you have read this orientation guide by clicking
here and providing your name and e-mail address.
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