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or university. Some examples of Associate of Arts and
the Associate of Science majors include:
Biology/Forestry, Chemistry, Education, Elementary,
Education, Secondary, English, Mathematics, Psychology,
Social Sciences, Business, Computer Science, Criminal
Justice.

Dyersburg State Community College strives for the
transfer ability of its courses. As a result, Dyersburg
State has transfer agreements with the following four-
year institutions: Austin Peay State University, Bethel
College, Christian Brothers University, Lambuth
University, Middle Tennessee University, Southeast
Missouri State University, The University of Memphis,
Union University, The University of Tennessee at
Knoxville, The University of Tennessee at Martin. For
more information about the transfer of courses to either
four-year or two-year institutions, please contact the
Office of Admissions and Records.



GENERAL EDUCATION CORE COURSES

Each institution in the State University and Community
College System of Tennessee (The Tennessee Board of
Regents System) share a common lower-division general
education core curriculum of forty-one semester hours
for baccalaureate degrees and the Associate of Arts and
the Associate of Science Degrees. The courses
comprising the general curriculum:

Communications — 3 courses (9 hours)
Humanities/Fine Arts — 3 courses (9 hours)
Social/Behavioral Sciences — 2 courses (6 hours)
History — 2 courses (6 hours)

Natural Sciences — 2 courses (8 hours)

Mathematics — one course (3 hours)



**The complete listing of class choices to fulfill the
general education core at Dyersburg State Community
College is available in the DSCC catalog. A complete
listing of the courses fulfilling general education
requirements for all system institutions is available on
the TBR Web site (www.TBR.edu) under Transfer and
Articulation Information.

Certificate programs are designed to learn new or
improve current skills for direct application in the job
market. Technical Certificates include: Computer
Systems Operations and Maintenance, Early Childhood
Education, Medical Coding, and Network Routing &
Cyber Security.

PLACEMENT TESTING

If you are under 21 years of age the ACT is required. ACT
scores are used to determine placement in courses. |If
you are over the age of 21 the COMPASS test is required
for placement in courses.
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WRITING ACT ENGLISH SUBSCORE COMPASS

Basic Writing DSPW 0700 0-14 01-37
Developmental Writing DSPW 0800 15-18 38-74
College Level English 19+ 75+
READING

Reading & Learning DSPR 0700 0-11 01-48
Developmental Reading DSPR 0800 12-18 49-79
College Level Reading 19+ 50+
MATH

Pre-Algebra DSPM 0700 0-14 01-29
Basic Algebra DSPM 0800 15-16 20-27
Intermediate Algebra DSPM 0850 17-18 28-49
College Level Math 19+ 50+
DEVELOPMENTAL COURSES

Some students will take developmental level courses based
upon their ACT scores or COMPASS scores. Developmental
courses are designed to help students be successful at the
beginning and throughout their academic career. The following
are the developmental courses offered at DSCC: DSPM 0700,



DSPM 0800, DSPM 0850, DSPW 0700, DSPW 0800, DSPR 0700,
DSPR 0800. Some students may need to take ORN 1010
(Learning to Succeed). ORN 1010 is assigned based on the
number of different developmental areas into which a student
is placed depending on their ACT scores or COMPASS scores.

If you are placed into developmental level courses, you will be
given the opportunity to take a placement test on the first day
of class for MATH and WRITING. A challenge test will be
offered free of charge for those students who placed into DSPR
0700 or DSPR 0800 (reading) before classes begin. You will
receive information about the dates and times of the challenge
test for reading once your application to DSCC has been
processed. You can only take the Challenge Test for reading
one time. Students who wish to challenge their placement in
basic or developmental reading will be given the Nelson Denny
Reading Test, a nationally standardized test. The first section of
the test evaluates vocabulary skills. Eighty words appear in
short phrases, and the student matches each word with a
synonym. Because this section lasts only 15 minutes and there
is no penalty for wrong answers, the student should make an
“educated guess” for any word they are unsure about and
move on to the next work. The second sections evaluates



comprehension of seven short reading passages by answering
multiple choice questions. This section lasts 20 minutes.

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION

A catalog course description will give you the
prerequisite for the course and a brief description of the
content of the course.

Below is a course description as found in the college catalog.
PSY 110 — General Psychology | 3 sem. Hours
(Prerequisite: DSPR 0800, DSPW 0800)

A study of basic psychological principles, terms, and research.
Emphasis on conceptual approaches to psychology, research
methods, biological basis of behavior, psychological
development, sensory processes, perception, learning and
conditioning memory, thought, and language. 3 hours lecture.

RODP Equivalent Course — PSY 101

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES

The schedule of classes is published each semester. The
schedule of classes is available online at www.dscc.edu.
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The schedule lists the days and times of classes offered
for the fall, spring, or summer semesters. Other
important information listed includes: applying for
admission confirmation of enrollment, tuition/fees,
delayed weather schedule, drop/withdrawal procedures,
financial aid, testing information.

Reading the Schedule:

Below is an example of a course listing for Composition |
80273 —is the call number

ENGL 1010 —is the course

01 —is the section number

3 —is the credit hour

Lec --- it is a lecture course

MWE — class meets on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday
905 -1000 am — class time

Eller 236B — building and room number

Wall v — name of instructor



***Make sure you understand the abbreviations used in
the schedule:

TBA: To Be Arranged
HTBA: Hospital To Be Arranged
HYB: Hybrid course

OL: On line course

RODP: Regents Online Degree Program

STAFF: Instructor to be Named
JNC: DSCC Jimmy Naifeh Center
GCC: DSCC Gibson County Center
SPLEX: Covington Sportsplex

M — Monday

T —Tuesday

W — Wednesday

R — Thursday

F — Friday

S — Saturday



***Make sure you are looking in the right section of the
schedule of classes for your courses. The schedule is
divided into three sections: Classes taught on the main
campus in Dyersburg, Classes taught at DSCC Gibson
County Center in Trenton and Classes taught at the DSCC
Jimmy Naifeh Center in Covington.

TYPES OF CLASS OFFERINGS

-: Traditional lecture based format. Classes meet
on a varying number of days of the week depending on
the credit hours. Schedule may include a lecture in one
room one day and lab time in another room on a
different day.

-: Lecture is totally online using a computer.
Online assignments must be completed as required.



Personal online course work and study times can vary to
fit a student’s life. Success in on line courses requires
self-discipline, computer competency, strong
management skills, and ability to work independently.
Dyersburg State offers two options for online learning.
The first type of online classes are prepared by members
of the DSCC faculty but offered online rather than in a
traditional classroom setting. With this option, you can
meet with an instructor if the need arises. DSCC offers
more than 50 different online courses. The second
online option is the Regents Online Degree Program
(RODP), which is provided by the Tennessee Board of
Regents (TBR). There are hundreds of courses available
through this option. For more information and class

schedules, just click on these links: On-Line Classes

Regents On-Line Degree Program

Hybrid: These classes combine the format of traditional
lecture classes with online learning. Most of the
coursework is online.

Dual Enrollment: These classes are taught for high
school students who are jointly enrolled in high school
and DSCC.


http://www.dscc.edu/content/default.asp?ppid=137
http://www.rodp.org/home.htm

ADDING & DROPPING COURSES

Please go to www.dscc.edu.

1. Click MyDSCC

2.Log in with your user name and password

3. Click the student tab

4. Under registration tools; click “add or drop” classes

5.To add classes scroll down and enter course
reference number (CRNs) in the boxes, starting from
the left. Enter a CRN # for each course and select
submit.

6.To drop a course, scroll down to current schedule
and click on drop down arrow and choose the
available drop option and then click submit. ***You
cannot drop a developmental course on line---You
must receive permission from the Director of
Developmental Studies.
***1f you need help to add or drop a course please
check with the One Stop Center located in the
Student Center Building on the main campus, the
main desk at the JNC center and the main desk at
the Gibson County Center.
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Students who drop a class during the refund period will
receive a certain percentage of the tuition and fees
based upon the refund dates. Students who drop a class
after the refund period will not receive a refund of any
tuition or required fees. It is important to know the
refund deadlines. These can be found in the class
schedule located on the DSCC web site under current
students.
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GRADES

Grades are a way of measuring progress. Grades are not
mailed out. You can check your grades online each semester
on MyDSCC . Your records will show each course attempted,
the grade for each course, your grade point average for that
semester, and your cumulative grade point average. The
rewards of good grades may include honors, Dean’s List,
awards, scholarships, graduation and degree completion, better
transfer options and personal satisfaction. There are
consequences for poor grades. Students not meeting the
academic standards prescribe by the college will be placed on
academic probation. Academic probation can lead to various
kinds of restrictions and eventually can lead to being
suspended from the college. For more information and an



explanation for determining averages please refer to the DSCC
catalog under Grades, Availability of. The following chart will
explain how to figure your Grade Point Average (GPA).

GPA CHART

Each course is assigned quality points, based on your grade and
the number of credits earned. Quality points are added and
then the total is divided by the total number of credits earned.
The result is your GPA. Grade points are assigned according to
the following system:

Grade A =4 points
Grade B = 3 points
Grade C = 2 points
Grade D =1 point

Grade F =0 points

“W” and “1” grades do not affect GPA



EXAMPLE : ENGL 1010 — 3 hour course — grade “B” (3 X3)=9
HIST 2010 — 3 hour course — grade “A” (3 X 4) =12
SPE 231 -3 hour course —grade “C" (3X2)=6
BIOL 1110 — 4 hour course — grade “B” (4 X 3) =12
Add the quality points (9 + 12 + 6 + 12 = 39 quality points)
Add the hours (3+3+3+4=12 hours)

Divide 39 quality points by 12 hours = 3.25 GPA

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

There are many services, offices and staff available at
DSCC to provide the assistance and support needed to




have a successful college experience. Services include
(links are provided for browsing):

Admissions & Records

Advising Center

BOO kStO '€ (If you are taking a RODP course you must order your book through the TBR Virtual

Bookstore www.RODP.ORG )

Business Office (tuition & fees information)

Counseling

Financial Aid

LRC (Library)

Placement Testing

Student Life

Student with Disabilities Services

Student Support Services

Smart — Thinking (on line tutoring)

Transfer Information
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INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

Dyersburg State Community College competes in men’s
and women’s basketball and baseball and softball and is
a member of the Western Division of Tennessee Junior



and Community College Athletic Association and National
Junior College Athletic Association. DSCC also has a

cheerleading squad that cheers at home games for
basketball.

STUDENT SURVIVAL SKILLS

*Familiarize yourself with the campus layout.
*Be on time for class.

*Keep your course syllabi close for reference.
*Stay organized!

*Be prepared for classes & purchase your books before classes
begin. The bookstore is located in the CAB building at the
Dyersburg campus, Jimmy Naifeh Building at the Jimmy Naifeh



Center in Tipton County and off the main lobby at the Gibson
County Center. Be sure to hold on to your receipt for refunds.

*Know important dates for each semester(adding a class,
dropping a class, withdrawal date to receive a “W” grade,
tuition date, final exam dates).

*Utilize the office hours of your instructors.

*Study!!! For college courses, students are expected to need 2-
3 hours of studying for every 1 hour they are in class.

*Develop time management skills. Making a time schedule can
work like a charm cutting down on tensions, worries, and day
dreams. A schedule can allow you to make the best use of
time. Start by making a record of your fixed activities (classes,
meals, meetings, appointments, study time, family time, etc.)

*Cheating and plagiarism are taken very seriously at DSCC.
Instructors can give you a verbal warning, give you a failing
grade for that assignment, give you a failing grade for the
course or refer you to the Vice President of the college for
dismissal from the college.

*Have your student I.D. made in the LRC at all locations .

*Register your vehicle in the LRC at all locations (all DSCC
students must have a parking permit on their vehicle). The
parking lots have designated spaces for faculty, staff, and
students. The parking permit is $10 and is included in your



student fees. The college charges a $10 fine for the first ticket,
and $20 for subsequent tickets. For illegally parking in
handicapped zone : $200 for each ticket.




1. Not using drop/add in the first week if a course is wrong
for them for some reason.

2. Taking all their most difficult course at once, instead of
balancing the load.

. Waiting until they “feel like it” to study.

. Waiting until the night before to write papers.

. Not have a regular study time or place.

. Not seeking help until a crisis.

N o 0 AW

. Not getting to know instructors and advisor.

THE DYERSBURG STATE CODE ON HONOR AND
CITIZENSHIP

When | enter Dyersburg State Community College, |
agree to enter a community where people learn.

| will:
*Treat myself and others with concern and respect;

*Honor the rights, property, privacy, and safety of
others;

*Discuss ideas rationally with those whose opinions are
different from mine;

*Do honest work;



*Do what will make a better place for people to learn.
In particular, | will not:

*Do what is indecent or act violently;

*Threaten, belittle, or harass anyone;

*Cheat, give, or receive unapproved information on
tests;

*Copy people’s ideas without giving them credit in my
writings;

*Vandalize property or take what belongs to others;

*Use computer technology in ways that could harm
instead of help, or be wasteful, or would lack
respectability;

*Bother the ability of others to learn and teach by
making loud noises with my conversation, my music, or
other such behaviors;

*Disobey campus regulations;

*Act rudely toward authorities on campus when | am
told | have not followed regulations;



*Help people violate this code of honor by giving them
secrecy when | fail to report wrong acts, or by giving my
silent permission when | fail to object to wrong acts.

| will strive to do what shows a high regard for myself
and others.

You're off to a great start!!!

THE FACULTY AND STAFF MEMBERS WELCOME YOU TO
DYERSBURG STATE AND LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
ON CAMPUS.

Please confirm that you have read this orientation guide by clicking here and
providing your name and email address.
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