
DSCC Financial Aid Cost of Attendance

Federal and state aid regulations and laws require colleges to establish a Cost of Attendance (COA) for each 

student receiving any kind of financial aid or student support. The COA is derived from direct costs such as 

tuition and fees, and indirect costs such as books, supplies, personal miscellaneous expenses, and transportation 

costs. DSCC uses the Expected Family Contribution as calculated by the information submitted on the Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and a student's COA to determine the student's financial need. 

During a given period of enrollment, a student is not allowed to receive a total amount of student aid (including 

scholarships, grants, federal student loans, and Federal Work-Study) that exceeds that student's Cost of 

Attendance.

Tuition and fee amounts are based on a student’s enrollment per the DSCC Fee Chart.

DSCC's budget components for books and supplies, room and board, personal expenses, and  transportation for 

full-time students is based upon the national average as determine by The College Board's survey of Trends in 

College Pricing for 2020 which can be accessed at the link below.  

https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/trends-college-pricing-student-aid-2021.pdf

https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/trends-college-pricing-student-aid-2021.pdf


Fall and Spring Semesters

Full-Time

The cost of attendance figures represent an estimate of what it costs to attend for an academic year. 

The budget components are estimated averages used solely for calculating financial aid eligibility.
This is an ESTIMATE of tuition, fees, books and supplies, living expenses, transportation costs and personal expenditures.

One Term One Term Annual Annual

(Fall or Spring) (Fall or Spring) (Fall and Spring) (Fall and Spring)

In-State Out-State In-State Out-State

Tuition & Fees $2,205 $8,613 $4,410 $17,226

Books & Supplies 730 730 1,460 1,460

Room & Board 4,665 4,665 9,330 9,330

Personal Expenses 1,200 1,200 2,400 2,400

Transportation 920 920 1,840 1,840

Total $9,720 $16,128 $19,440 $32,256



Fall and Spring Semesters

Three Quarter Time

One Term One Term Annual Annual

(Fall or Spring) (Fall or Spring) (Fall and Spring) (Fall and Spring)

In-State Out-State In-State Out-State

Tuition & Fees $1,692 $6,498 $3,384 $12,996

Books & Supplies 547 547 1,094 1,094

Room & Board 4,665 4,665 9,330 9,330

Personal Expenses 1,200 1,200 2,400 2,400

Transportation 920 920 1,840 1,840

Total $9,024 $13,830 $18,048 $27,660



Fall and Spring Semesters

Half-Time

One Term One Term Annual Annual

(Fall or Spring) (Fall or Spring) (Fall and Spring) (Fall and Spring)

In-State Out-State In-State Out-State

Tuition & Fees $1,179 $4,383 $2,358 $8,766

Books & Supplies 365 365 730 730

Room & Board 4,665 4,665 9,330 9,330

Personal Expenses 1,200 1,200 2,400 2,400

Transportation 920 920 1,840 1,840

Total $8,329 $11,533 $16,658 $23,066



Fall and Spring Semesters

<Half-Time

One Term One Term Annual Annual

(Fall or Spring) (Fall or Spring) (Fall and Spring) (Fall and Spring)

In-State Out-State In-State Out-State

Tuition & Fees $625 $2,227 $1,250 $4,454

Books & Supplies 182 182 364 364

Room & Board 0 0 0 0

Personal Expenses 0 0 0 0

Transportation 920 920 1,840 1,840

Total $1,727 $3,329 $3,454 $6,658

For students who are less than half time, only the costs for tuition and fees, an allowance for books and supplies, 
transportation (but not miscellaneous expenses), and an allowance for dependent care expenses may be included in the budget.



Summer Semester

One Term One Term

(Summer) (Summer)

In-State Out-State

Tuition & Fees $2,205 $8,613

Books & Supplies 730 730

Room & Board 2,799 2,799

Personal Expenses 720 720

Transportation 552 552

Total $7,006 $13,414

Tuition & Fees and Books & Supplies are based on Full-Time enrollment (12 or more credits).

Both will change based on the actual Enrollment Status (Full, Three-Quarter, Half, <Half).

<Half-Time budgets do not receive Room & Board or Personal budget components.



Tuition & Fees $1,251 $2,358 $3,384 $4,410

Books & Supplies $364 $730 $1,094 1,460

Room & Board 0 7,464 7,464 7,464

Personal Expenses 0 975 975 975

Transportation 1,472 1,472 1,472 1,472

Total $3,087 $12,999 $14,389 $15,781

*Amounts are based on 15 week Fall/Spring term and Summer Term

Fall/Summer or Spring/Summer Budgets

In-State

< Half-Time Half-Time
Three-Quarter 

Time
Full-Time



Tuition & Fees $4,455 $8,766 $12,996 $17,226

Books & Supplies $364 $730 $1,094 1,460

Room & Board 0 7,464 7,464 7,464

Personal Expenses 0 975 975 975

Transportation 1,472 1,472 1,472 1,472

Total $6,291 $19,407 $24,001 $28,597

*Amounts are based on 15 week Fall/Spring term and Summer Term

Fall/Summer or Spring/Summer Budgets

Out-State

At Home < Half-Time Half-Time
Three-Quarter 

Time
Full-Time



Tuition & Fees $1,876 $3,537 $5,076 $6,615

Books & Supplies $546 $1,095 $1,641 2,190

Room & Board 0 12,129 12,129 12,129

Personal Expenses 0 3,120 3,120 3,120

Transportation 2,392 2,392 2,392 2,392

Total $4,814 $22,273 $24,358 $26,446

*Amounts are based on 15 week Fall and Spring term and Summer Term

12 Month Budget

In-State

At Home < Half-Time Half-Time
Three-Quarter 

Time
Full-Time



Tuition & Fees $6,681 $13,149 $19,494 $25,839

Books & Supplies $546 $1,095 $1,641 2,190

Room & Board 0 12,129 12,129 12,129

Personal Expenses 0 3,120 3,120 3,120

Transportation 2,392 2,392 2,392 2,392

Total $9,619 $31,885 $38,776 $45,670

*Amounts are based on 15 week Fall and Spring term and Summer Term

12 Month Budget

Out-State

At Home < Half-Time Half-Time
Three-Quarter 

Time
Full-Time



Second Chance Pell Recipients - Residents in Correctional Facilities

Component

Component Amount Per Semester 

based on Full-Time

Tuition & Fees $2,205

Books & Supplies 600

These students are not eligible for Federal student loans, only 

federal Pell Grant funds.

The PELL COA follows the same guidance as non-ESI students and is 

built based on Full-time/Full-year enrollment.

Credit hours of actual tuition/fees are used to determine the tuition 

and fees amounts



Cost of Attendance Adjustments
If a student incurs costs that exceed the amount in certain included budget categories, or certain 

allowable costs that are not included in the standard cost of attendance, the student may request an 

adjustment for those costs.

Some allowable costs:

Day care expenses 

ADA expenses

Elder care expenses

Auto repair costs other than routine maintenance

Computer purchase (not to exceed $1500, one time only)
Other allowable costs that are determined by the Financial Aid Office to be directly related to a 

student's education

Note that the Financial Aid Office may limit the amount of a student's increase for any reason, and 

must decline an increase if it is determined that the cost was not incurred during the current period of 

enrollment or if it is not an allowable education-related expense.

Some unallowable costs:

Auto purchase or payments

Credit card or other consumer debt payments

Moving expenses and security deposits
Costs incurred outside of the current academic year, including costs incurred before matriculation that 

do not directly relate to the current academic year or after the final day of exams for the student's final 

term
Costs incurred by a family member or other person, including a spouse or roommate's portion of rent, 

mortgage, or day care

Child support and other child care expenses (other than day care)

Legal fees, bail, traffic tickets, parking tickets, or fines

Veterinary costs, unless for a service animal

Luxury items, such as premium cable channels, high-speed internet, food costs in excess of the 

standard allowance or other similar costs unless required for a specific education-related reason

The form to request a budget increase is available on the Financial Aid Forms page. The Cost of Attendance 

Increase Request Form must include documentation of any additional expenses. Expenses listed without 

supporting documentation will not be considered.



Room 

and 

Board

Books and 

Supplies
Transportation

Public Two-Year In-District Commuter $9,330 $1,460 $1,840

SOURCES: College Board, Annual Survey of Colleges; NCES, IPEDS Fall 2020 Enrollment data.

This table was prepared in October 2021.

Trends in College Pricing 2021

research.collegeboard.org/trends

Figure CP-1. Average Estimated Full-Time Undergraduate Budgets (Enrollment-Weighted) by Sector, 2021-22

NOTE: Expense categories are based on institutional budgets for students as reported in the College Board’s Annual Survey of 

Colleges. Figures for tuition and fees and room and board mirror those reported in Table CP-1. Data for books and supplies, 

transportation, and other expenses are projected and reflect the average amounts allotted in determining the total cost of 

attendance and do not necessarily reflect actual student expenditures. Books and supplies may include course materials such as 

hardcopy textbooks, online textbooks, textbook rentals, and other supplies such as a personal computer used for study.
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Figure CP-1. Average Estimated Full-Time Undergraduate Budgets (Enrollment-Weighted) by Sector, 2021-22

NOTE: Expense categories are based on institutional budgets for students as reported in the College Board’s Annual Survey of 

Colleges. Figures for tuition and fees and room and board mirror those reported in Table CP-1. Data for books and supplies, 

transportation, and other expenses are projected and reflect the average amounts allotted in determining the total cost of 

attendance and do not necessarily reflect actual student expenditures. Books and supplies may include course materials such as 

hardcopy textbooks, online textbooks, textbook rentals, and other supplies such as a personal computer used for study.



Federal Pell Grant and Campus-Based Budget Construction
Initial awards are based on a full time, Fall/Spring budget and will be adjusted as the student's 

enrollment requires. The student's budget is based upon the student's actual  enrollment status (e.g. 

full-time, half-time, etc.) during each semester. For students who are later converted to a 

fall/spring/summer aid period, we will assume full time enrollment for summer components until the 
Federal Pell Grant and Campus-Based budgets are determined in the following manner: 

A.      In-State Student

B.      Out of State Student

Residency is determined by the student’s institutional residency status.  

Federal Pell Grant Budget
The Federal Pell Grant budget is reflected on ROAPELL and is determined by the "base" average full-

time nine-month budget particular to a given student. Actual Federal Pell Grant awards are adjusted on 

RPAAWRD as appropriate based on the student's EFC, budget, period of enrollment and the number of 

credit hours allowed for payment purposes. Student loan fees are not included in the Federal Pell 

Grant budget reflected on ROAPELL since there would be no impact on the Federal Pell Grant award 

and to further minimize the number of Federal Pell Grant budgets submitted to COD.
Campus Based Budget
The Campus-Based budget is reflected on RBAPBUD. Per ROAINST, budgets are defaulted as FASPR (fall 

/ spring). Counselors will select an alternate campus-based budget on RBAPBUD as appropriate when 

completing financial aid files. The Campus-Based budget for any award period may be adjusted based 

on other factors such as an adjustment or if the student is eligible for only one semester based on the 

maximum time frame allowed to complete the program of study.
Required Registration Fees: (Tuition, Technology Access Fee, Student Government Fee, International 

Fee, Program Services Fee)
Tuition and fee amounts are based on a student’s enrollment per the DSCC Fee Chart. Tuition and fees 

will be adjusted each semester for less than full-time enrollment per the DSCC Fee Chart. Fees may be 

adjusted for the current year as needed to include RODP and Distance Education fees.  Adjustments 

may be made to the tuition/fees (to show actual) when necessary in an effort to prevent over award 
Previous year figures are used in budget calculations for purposes of timely student notification.  The 

Pell award does not change with either year's fees. The cost of attendance will be adjusted for modular 

coursework based on length and other federal guidelines.
Books and Supplies

Books and Supplies will be adjusted each semester for part-time enrollment based on a percentage of full times costs.

12+ Hours = $730 per semester

9-11 Hours = $547 per semester

6-8 Hours = $365 per semester

Less than 6 hours = $182 per semester
Books and supplies amount is based on the annual amount of $1,460 for a full-time student per The 

College Board's survey of Trends in College Pricing for 2020 which can be accessed at the link below.  

https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/trends-college-pricing-student-aid-2021.pdf

Prorated amounts for books and supplies: 

12+ Hours = 100% of 1460 

9-11 Hours = 75% of 1460 (rounded down)



6-8 Hours = 50% of 1460

Less than 6 hours = 25% of 1460 (rounded down)



Books and Supplies will be adjusted each semester for part-time enrollment based on a percentage of full times costs.


