
ACC 101   – Principles of Accounting I 
Course Syllabus   - - Fall, 2010 - - 

 
Course Information 

Course Description: Accounting 101 and 102 are introductory accounting 
courses. These courses introduce students to basic principles 
followed to record financial transactions. Emphasis 
is placed on income measurement and financial position 
presentation. Instruction includes the procedures necessary 
to complete the accounting cycle and account for 
proprietorships, partnerships, and corporations. Financial 
accounting is the primary emphasis of ACC 101 while both 
financial and managerial accounting are covered in ACC 
102. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
1. Acquire an understanding of the accounting process and the 
nature and purpose of the information it provides. 
2. Develop a knowledge of accounting terminology 
3. Understand the recording process as it is used in a double-entry 
accounting system 
4. Know the rules of debit and credit and apply the rules in 
recording transactions 
5. Be able to classify and determine the normal balance of accounts 
6. Be able to prepare a worksheet and complete the accounting 
cycle 
7. Learn how to apply the accounting procedures to a 
merchandising concern 
8. Realize the importance of accounting systems and controls in a 
business enterprise 
9. Understand the purpose and use of special journals 
10. Be familiar with the matching concept and master the adjusting 
process 
11. Become aware of the significance of receivables and bad debts in 
a business and learn how to account for these items. 
Understand the nature of plant assets and intangible assets and know 
how to compute depreciation by using different methods covered in the text. 

Prerequisites: DSPM 0700, DSPR 0800, DSPW 0800 
Course Topics: Modules should be done in sequential order, completing each section of the 

chapter prior to the due date of the assignments. 

Specific Course Requirements: A. Specific exercises and Student should read each chapter. Review each chapter 
terms and complete self exam. 
B. Problems from the text will be assigned as homework. 
Homework is not required to be turned in unless specifically requested. 
C. There will be four (4) written exams with the specific chapters to be covered 
on each being announced in class. Any test not taken will receive a grade of 
Zero. A comprehensive final exam will be required. Each exam will be scored out 
of a total of 100 points  
D. The project will be graded out of a score of 200 points. Project reports are 
due as stated on the schedule and will not be accepted late. The project reports 
must be submitted through the dropbox. 
E. Ten (10) Discussion questions are assigned throughout the course. Each 
discussion assignment will be graded out of a score of 25 points each. 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 
Required Textbooks: Accounting, 23rdEdition by Carl S. Warren, James M. Reeve, and 

Phillips E. Fess Thomson-Southwestern Publishers ISBN-10: 0- 



324-66296-3 

Working Papers, Accounting, Chapters 1-17 ISBN-10: 0-324-66398-6 
Supplementary Materials: CALCULATOR 

Study Guide, Accounting (Optional) 
Software Requirements: To Be Announced 

Instructor Information 
Instructor Name: Linda L. Ballard, MBA, CPA, Assistant Professor  

Instructor Contact Information: Dyersburg State Community College 
Jimmy Naifeh Center, Tipton County 
3149 Highway 51 South 
Covington, TN 38019 
 
Office Number: ROOM 143 Academic Building 
Office Phone: 475-3168 
 
Email: ballard@dscc.edu Preferred e-mail: Course email 
 

Virtual Office Hours: This class is being taught as an on-line course. There are no scheduled faculty 
office hours. E-mail any requests for answers to specific questions or other 
assistance. You will receive an e-mail response within 36 hours. Appointments to 
cover course material or answer questions will be scheduled on an individual 
“needs” basis. 

Instructor Response Time: Every attempt to respond to course e-mail within 24-36 hours during 
the workweek will be made, though it may not be possible in all cases with the 
exception of Sundays. 

Assessment and Grading 
Testing Procedures: A. Testing is due by the time stated on the content page and in the syllabus. 

B. If a test is missed, the student must contact the instructor as soon as possible. 
C. If the instructor determines that the student had a valid excuse for missing an 
exam, a make-up exam will be arranged 
D. Homework assignments 
are to assist in the comprehension of the material. It is not turned in 
or graded. 

Grading Procedures: • Project                              = 200 pts. 
• Exams    100 pts X 5        = 500 pts.                    
• Discussions  25 pts X 10 = 250 pts. 

Grading Scale: . The grading scale is as follows: 
TOTAL POINTS 
A = 855-950 100% - 90% 
B = 760-854 90%   - 80% 
C = 655-759 80%   - 70% 
D = 570-654 70%   - 60% 
F = Below 570 Under 60 % 

Assignments and Participation 
Assignments and Projects: 

 
 

 

As per Schedule 

Punctuality: 1. Weekly log in without fail is expected. Students must participate in class in 
order to be successful.  
2. Absences may be counted from the first day of the class. 
3. If an absence occurs, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor 
about continued enrollment. The student is also responsible for completing 



missed work as deemed appropriate by the instructor and for gathering missed 
information. 
4. Students with unexcused absences who miss logging in for more than one week 
may be considered as having stopped attending This designation may negatively 
impact receipt of current and future financial aid. 
5. At the discretion of the instructor, a student who exhibits a pattern of absences 
– even if not consecutive absences – may be reported as stopped attending. This 
designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future financial aid. 
6. If a student is not able to continue in the course, the student must officially 
withdraw.  Failure to withdraw will result in a grade of F and may negatively 
impact future financial aid eligibility and continued enrollment. 

Class Participation: Students must participate in all interactive aspects of the course if interaction is 
part of the course design. For example, students are 
expected to communicate with the instructor as a learning resource, 
students must check the course bulletin board frequently for announcements, 
and students must actively participate in threaded discussion events. 

Course Ground Rules 
General:  1. Participation is required 

2. Students are expected to communicate with other 
students in discussion boards. 
3. Learn how to navigate within the course management 
system. 
4. Keep abreast of course announcements 
5. Use the class e-mail address as opposed a personal email 
address 
6. If you have a technical problem, contact me 
immediately. Occasionally, the campus network will 
be “down”. Concessions will be made in certain 
occasions. 
7. Observe course netiquette at all times. 

E-mail: 1.IMMEDIATELY – GO TO E-MAIL SETTINGS. 
Put in your Email Signature with ACC 101 OL and 
mark the box “Include original Message in replies” 
2. Always include a subject line. 
3. Remember without facial expressions some 
comments may be taken the wrong way. Be careful in 
wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be 
helpful in some cases. 
4. Use standard fonts. 
5. Do not send large attachments without permission. 
6. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, 
tables, html, etc. should be avoided unless necessary 
to complete an assignment or other communication. 
7. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before 
entering the discussion. Be a lurker then a discussant. 
2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button 
rather starting a new topic. 
3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to 
other members of the discussion group. Be respectful 
of other's ideas. 
4. Be patient and read the comments of other group 
members thoroughly before entering your remarks. 
5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing 
assigned tasks. 
6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions. 
7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner. 

Web Resources: 1. Columbia Guide to Online Style by Janice R. Walker 



and Todd Taylor  
2. Citation Styles Online 

http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite6.html  

Other Important Information 
Library For the DSCC library or help desk go to www.dscc.edu and click on 

Learning Resource Center link. 
 
For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and 
click on TBR Virtual Library. 

Reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse State law requires all public institutions of higher education to provide a 
means by which students, employees, or others may report suspected or 
known improper or dishonest acts. In addition, DSCC is committed to the 
responsible stewardship of our resources. 
 
If you would like to know more about reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse, 
please visit www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical Assistance: For technical assistance with online classes, contact the LRC Help Desk.  
The Help Desk telephone number for the Dyersburg area is 731-288-
7780.  The Help Desk telephone number for the Covington area is 901-
475-3177.  The Help Desk telephone number for the Trenton area is 731-
221-5180. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by e-mail. The address is 
helpdesk@dscc.edu.  

Library Resources: 
 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Students With Disabilities: Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a 
discrimination free environment for all students. Students with disabilities 
are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they may need. 
Please notify your instructor and the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make 
changes to the material in the course syllabus. Any necessary changes to 
the course syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail and posted within the 
online course material. 

Server Outage Disclaimer: The server on which DSCC’s online courses are hosted will be occasionally 
unavailable due to upgrades and or maintenance.  Regularly scheduled 
outages will occur during the early morning hours of the second Sunday 
and third Tuesday of each month.  There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is 
not located at DSCC, the college cannot directly correct these situations. 
You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to make 
accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a 
quiz or submitting an assignment. 
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