
Dyersburg State Community College 
Art Appreciation - ART 1030 
 
 
Email: dbutcher@dscc.edu 
Office Hours: Before and after class and by appointment.   
 
The website for this class is http://artappreciation1030.blogspot.com/ all images will be posted 
on this site as well as study guides and additional class info. Be sure to check before and after 
each class for the latest news. If you miss a class, the information you will need will be posted 
here. It will be your responsibility to turn in the appropriate work.  
 
Email is the preferred method of contact. Whenever you have any questions about the course 
material please do not hesitate to email me.  
 
TEXTBOOK: Living With Art, 9th edition, Mark Getlein We will refer to both illustrations and to 
the text constantly, so be sure to bring your textbook to each class.  
 
General Description: 
Art Appreciation is an introduction to the visual arts, with particular emphasis on sculpture, 
painting and architecture. Students will use the formal elements of design to analyze world art in 
the context of historical periods and cultural frameworks.  
 
Request for Accommodations: If, to participate in this course, you require an accommodation 
due to a physical or learning impairment, you must tell the Instructor to find a necessary 
solution. Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of 
any assistance they may need. Please notify your instructor or Pam Dahl, ADA Coordinator at 
(731) 286-3242. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

• Identify what art is and why it exists 
• Understand and use the vocabulary of art 
• Identify the basic elements of art 
• Identify the formal elements of design and explain their use in a piece of artwork 
• Recognize materials used and processes involved in the production of major works of art 
• Analyze the social and political influences on art production 
• Discuss a piece of art in its historical and cultural context 

 
Assignments/Exams: 
There will be four exams and two papers due for this course. The final exam will be 
comprehensive. Each exam will have 40 questions worth 2 points each. These will include both 
slide identification and multiple-choice questions. There will be two short essays on each test 
which will be either compare and contrast two pieces of work or you have to describe an 
artwork. 5-10 sentences each, with each worth ten points.  
 
Each paper/extra credit report can be emailed to me. The report must be emailed to me prior to 
class beginning. Otherwise you must hand in a paper copy. Late papers will receive a letter 
grade deduction for each class period not turned in.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://artappreciation1030.blogspot.com/


INTRODUCTORY ESSAY: 1-2 pages; double-spaced, 12 pt Font, 1 inch margins. 
 
Consider what you think of as "art" and then try to explain what makes it art. If you do not know 
what you think or have never considered this before, a good starting place may be to look 
through your textbook and examine which pieces you respond to and why. Think about what 
qualities you look for when you select something to hang on your wall. What do you respond to 
in a work of art? Is it the way it looks, or the way it makes you feel or the ideas it brings to mind? 
This essay on art is an introductory survey for me. There are no right and wrong answers, but 
please think about the question seriously. I would like an idea of what you think at the beginning 
of the course, prior to any instruction, everyone who responds seriously will receive full credit. 
 
PAPER: 2-3 pages; double-spaced, 12 pt. Font, 1 inch margins.  
 
Select one of the contemporary (meaning they are still alive today) artist’s whose work you 
enjoy, that may or may not be included in the textbook. This artist has to have been 
documented, living, and currently known on a reasonably broad audience. Talk about their 
technical practices, subject matter, style and concepts. Include a brief biography of the artist 
and some background information on the subject matter the artist uses. After these points are 
covered, talk about why you chose this artist. Include several black and white copies of their 
work, if possible. Printouts from the internet ot photocopies from books and magazines will be 
acceptable.  
 
Grades: 
Four Exams 75%  
Papers 25% 
 
A – 100 – 90 
B – 89 – 80 
C – 79 – 70 
D – 69 – 60 
F – 59 – 0 
 
Course Curriculum:  
This course will contain materials that address the human experience, which may include 
religious beliefs, political views, race, gender, socio-economic class, sexual orientation, nudity 
and any other ideas that may challenge an individual’s thoughts of the world. Students are 
expected to address these topics in a mature and scholarly manner. During this course images 
may be shown which may offend a student on religious, moral, or political grounds. I 
acknowledge and support any student’s prerogative to express their displeasure either in class 
or privately afterward, or students may discreetly exit the class if offended by any imagery. I will 
not, however, censor any image based on objections to content or form. If you have problems 
with the topics of this course, or if you strongly disagree with the material being taught, and/or 
how it is being addressed, then you may consider dropping the class. 
 
Personal Expression:  
Free speech, academic freedom and respect for other individuals and their viewpoints are 
fundamental to the educational experience. Therefore, a student should feel free to express any 
view that he/she may have. But every student should do so in a manner appropriate for a 
classroom, which means that everyone should always display respect towards their fellow 
students and the instructor. All conversations taking place in the classroom should be directed 
to the class as a whole; personal conversations should be taken care of outside of class. 
 
Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, and Cheating:  
Any work presented in this course MUST be your own. Trying to pass off someone else’s work 
or thoughts as your own is considered plagiarism (literary theft). The same rules apply to 
cheating, whether it is on an exam, assignment or any other work. Any instance of plagiarism 



(intentional or not) or cheating will result in a failing grade of zero (0) for the assignment, and 
potentially, for the course.  
 
Classroom Conduct:  
Any disruptive behavior during class time will not be permitted. The use of cell phones during 
class time is not allowed. This includes texting. If disruptive behavior becomes a consistent 
problem, you may be asked to leave the class.  
 
Withdrawal Policy:  
It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this course by completing the 
necessary paper work. To drop this course a student must obtain a drop form from the 
Registrar’s Office and bring this form to me to sign. I will not administratively withdraw a student.  
 
Attendance Policy: 
You are expected to be in this class, on time, no exceptions. If you miss two classes you cannot 
expect to get an “A” in this course. Excessive tardiness both at the beginning of class and after 
breaks will be noted and will count as absences. Three tardies = One absence. Please note that 
you will not be able to make-up a missed exam without a documented excuse. You will find that 
there is a direct correlation between coming to class on time prepared to take good notes and 
the grade you will receive in this class. 
 
If you should encounter personal problems or illness, it is your responsibility to discuss the 
situation with the instructor. 
 
From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make changes to the material in 
the course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail 
and posted within the online course material. 


