
Art 1030- Art Appreciation  
 

Michelle Fair 
mfair@dscc.edu or michellefair3@gmail.com 
Fall 2014 
Wednesdays 9:05 AM-12 PM 
*E-mail me to set up a meeting, or come before/after class if you need to talk to me.  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Description: This course is an introduction to the visual arts, with particular emphasis 
on sculpture, painting, and architecture. Students will use the formal elements of design to 
analyze world art in the context of historical periods and cultural framework. 3 hours lecture.  
 
Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student         
will be able to: 
- understand and use the art vocabulary 
- identify the formal elements of design and explain their use in a piece of artwork 
- recognize materials used and processes involved in the production of major works of art 
- discuss a piece of art in its historical and cultural context 
- think critically and use ethical reasoning 
examine diverse cultural values, norms, and beliefs 
- recognize the role of humanities/fine arts in the enrichment of life 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prerequisites: ENGL 0810, READ 0810 
 
Course Topics: Art elements and principles, art media, and history 
 
Required Textbook: Living with Art, 10th edition. Author: Mark Getlein. 
I will also read you things out of other books, and will likely use that material for sketchbook 
assignments and quizzes. If necessary, I will print or email you copies.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Grading Scale: 90-100 A 
       80-89   B 
       70-79   C 
       60-69   D 
       <60      F 
 
 
 
 



Grade Breakdown: Sketchbook..............10 points (5 at midterm, 5 at final) 
                               In-class essays..........2 points each (total of 30 points) 
                               Artist essay..............10 points 
      Artist presentation...10 points 
      Quizzes....................10 points (10 quizzes, 1 point each) 
      Class participation....5 points 
      Midterm...................10 points 
      Final.........................15 points 
      _________________ 
             100 points  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sketchbook: At the end of each class I will give you a specific assignment to complete in your 
sketchbook. It could be anything from artist research to a drawing assignment. Make sure you 
put “Week 1,” “Week 2,” “Week 3,” etc. at the top so that I can grade appropriately. On top of 
your sketchbook assignment, I want you to include an entry of your choice. It could be a journal 
entry, sketching, an extension of something we discussed in class, etc. Your sketchbook 
assignment and your own personal entry will count as one for your sketchbook points. You 
should have 6 entries for midterm and 7 at final.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In-class essays: At some point during each class I will have you write a short essay. As the class 
progresses, you will be expected to use the terms and principles of art in a critical manner. The 
essays should be about 3/4 of a page. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Artist essay: You will choose an artist to write an essay on and you will also make a 
presentation to the class. You will choose your artist, but make sure to choose someone that you 
either like or dislike strongly enough to write 3 pages about. You can include a short bio, 
descriptions of their work, interviews, etc. Your essay should constructively reflect why you feel 
a certain way about the artist and their work and you should discuss why. Use the terms and 
theories of art we discuss in class. Talk about where they fit in contemporary art and what other 
artists they could be grouped with. Talk about their artist influences and their underlying concept 
behind their work.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Artist presentation: Your presentation will just be a discussion of your paper. It will be a 
powerpoint presentation so you can include slides and images to discuss. Choose points of your 
paper that will give the class adequate information about the artist, their process and concept, and 
then talk about the specific things you do or don’t like about them. It should be 3-5 minutes.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Midterm exam: The midterm will be over anything learned during the first half of the semester. 
 
Final exam: The final will be over anything learned between midterm and the end of the 
semester. 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attendance: Students who miss the equivalent of one week of class will be reported as having 
stopped attending (exceptions may be made in courses that meet in 3 hour blocks). This 
designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future financial aid. If a student is not 
able to continue in the course, the student must officially withdraw. Failure to withdraw will 
result in a grade of F and may negatively impact future financial aid eligibility and continued 
enrollment. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Schedule: 
 
Week 1 (August 27th):      review syllabus 
               complete introductions 
               essay #1 
               ch. 1 lecture 
Week 2 (September 3rd):   ch. 2 and 3 lecture 
       essay # 2 
Week 3 (September 10th): essay # 3 
       ch. 4 and 5 lecture 
Week 4 (September 17th): ch. 6, 7, 8 lecture 
       essay #4 
Week 5 (September 24th): ch. 9 and 10 lecture 
       essay #5 
 
 
 
Week 6 (October 1st):    ch. 11 and 12 and 13 lecture 
       essay #6 
       Midterm exam review 
Week 7 (October 8th):     essay #7 
       Midterm exam 
       Turn in sketchbooks 
Week 8 (October 15th):    ch. 14 and 15 lecture 
       essay #8 
Week 9 (October 22nd):    ch. 16 and 17 lecture 
       essay #9 
Week 10 (October 29th):    ch. 18, 19, and 20 lecture 
       essay #10 
Week 11 (November 5th):  ch. 21 lecture 
       essay #11 
Week 12 (November 12th):  ch. 22 lecture 
         essay #12 
Week 13 (November 19th):  ch. 23 lecture 
         essay #13 
         Artist presentations 



Week 14 (November 26th):  ch. 24 lecture 
         essay #14 
                 Artist presentations 
Week 15 (December 3rd):    essay #15 
         Final exam review 
         Artist research paper due 
         Turn in sketchbooks 
          
           


