
BIOL 1110 – Biology I 
Course Syllabus   ‐ ‐ Spring 2013‐ ‐ 

 

Course Information 

Course Description:  This course offers an introduction to Biology with emphasis on chemical, 
molecular, and cell biology, genetics, evolution and ecological 
relationships.  It will include a survey of Bacteria Archaea, Protists, and 
Fungi with emphasis on morphological and reproductive aspects of these 
organisms.   

Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
1. Test a scientific hypothesis; conduct an experiment, collect 

and analyze data, and interpret results, in a laboratory setting. 
2. Use basic scientific terminology to describe processes 

common to all life, including organization, metabolism, 
reproduction, genetics, and adaptation. 

3. Identify unifying principles and repeatable patterns in 
Biology, including evolution, ecological relationships and 
biological diversity 

Prerequisites:  DSPM 0700, DSPW 0800, DSPR 0800, DSPS 0800 or equivalent 
documented skill levels 

Course Topics:  Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 
1. Describe the levels of organization important to 

biological processes, from atom to ecosystem 
2. Identify the position of various groupings within the 

taxonomic hierarchy 
3. Categorize organic molecules according to their structure 

or function 
4. Describe the structure and functions of Eukaryotic cells 

and their organelles 
5. Characterize processes important to cells, such as 

Mitosis, DNA replication, RNA transcription and Protein 
Synthesis. 

6. Relate details of the metabolic pathways of 
photosynthesis and cellular respiration to the needs of 
organisms and the transfer of energy within ecosystems 

7. Describe the process of natural selection and its 
relationship to biological evolution  

8. Identify the place of viruses relative to living things 
9. Describe characteristics of organisms in the Domains 

Bacteria and Archaea, and the Eukaryotes within the 
Protist kingdoms and Kingdom Fungi 

Specific Course Requirements:  Access to MS Office suite of programs, including Word and PowerPoint, 
Occasional Internet access, either in the Learning Resource Center or 
some other location  

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required Textbooks:  Biology (2nd Edition) Marielle Hoefnagels, Published by McGraw Hill 
(2012) ISBN:978-0-07-340347-2 
 
Cost (as of 08/13/2012) $143.00 (New) 
 
Lab Manual to accompany Biology Sylvia Mader 10th Edition (McGraw-
Hill)  ISBN 978-0-07-722617-8 
 
Cost (as of 08/13/2012) $126.75 (New) 
 
Students may purchase their textbooks or view complete details at 



www.dscc.edu/bookstore. Prices quoted in this syllabus are subject 
to change without notice.  

Supplementary Materials:  Students will receive the Connect Plus eBook and homework access code 
with the purchase of the textbook. Students must have the homework 
access code to complete the requirements for the course.  

Software Requirements:  No purchase required.  Students will need to download the free 
Respondus Lockdown Browser if they wish to take an exam on a 
computer outside the LRC.  A free PowerPoint viewer download is 
also available for reviewing lecture slides. 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name:  Nathan Sonderman 
Instructor Contact Information:  Office Location:    

Room 113 DSCC Jimmy Naifeh Center at Tipton County 
3149 Hwy 51 South, Covington TN 38019 
     
Phone: 901 – 475 – 3139    
Email: sonderman@dscc.edu 
 
Cell: 615-489-3484 to be used for emergency communication only

Office Hours:  M: 9:00-10:00 AM, 4:00-5:00 PM 
T:  8:00-10:00 AM 
W  8:00-10:00 AM, 4:00-5:00 PM 
R   8:00-10:00 AM 
F   9:00-10:00 AM 

Instructor Response Time:  The instructor will respond to emails on weekdays within 24 hours, 
unless otherwise announced on D2L, by email, or in class.  Weekend 
emails may not be answered until the following week.  Please do not 
email the night before an exam is given or an assignment is due and 
expect a response before the next day’s class meeting. 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures:  Unit Exams will be administered online unless otherwise arranged.  
The Respondus Lockdown Browser will be required to view an 
exam. All computers in the LRC have this browser in place.  Please 
download this feature well before the exam if you wish to use a 
computer somewhere other than the LRC.  

The Laboratory Practical Midterm and Practical Final exam will be 
administered in person in the lab. A Comprehensive Final Exam will 
be administered in person in the classroom.  Bring a fresh scantron 
sheet to each of these exams. 

Lecture exams may be taken early if there is an unavoidable conflict.  
Make-up exams may be allowed at the discretion of the instructor.   

A MISSED PRACTICAL EXAM MAY NOT BE MADE UP. 
Grading Procedures:  Lab 

Midterm     100 

Final     100 

Report     100 

Lab Total     300  =30%



Lecture  X0.7 

Homework  400  280

Teamwork  200  140

Exam  50  35

Exam  50  35

Exam  50  35

Exam  50  35

Comprehensive Final  100  70

Presentation  100  70

Lecture Total  1000    700 =70%
 
Note: Lecture scores are reduced to 70% of their original value when 
calculating a final grade. 

Grading Scale:  A  90.5 – 100 
B 81.5 – 90.49 
C  72.5 – 81.49 
D  63.5 – 72.49 
F < 63.5 
Any student with an average grade below 63.5 will be referred for tutoring, 
and required to document a specified number of sessions at the tutoring 
center. 

Assignments and Participation 

Important Dates  A complete calendar is posted as a separate document on D2L 

Attendance:  DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

     The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by  
            setting standards for class attendance. This policy applies to    
            all credit courses (on ground and online).  
 

Regular class attendance is essential to student success in 
college.  Absence from the classroom negatively affects 
student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State 
Community College has established the following Class 
Attendance Policy which is applicable to all students 
attending classes both in person and online. 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular 
participation in any online course for which a student 
is registered are expected. 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of 
the class. 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the 
instructor prior to an absence from class or shortly 
after the absence.  The instructor will determine 
whether an absence is excused or unexcused. 

4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture 
material covered in any missed class session.  The 
instructor will determine whether to accept makeup 
work for the class. 



5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused 
absences from a class that meets three (3) hours per 
week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences 
from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly 
in a three (3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped 
attending.”  Students who do not participate in an 
online course for one week will be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 

6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if 
not consecutive, may also be reported as “stopped 
attending.” 

7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively 
impact receipt of current and future financial aid. 

8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw 
from a course if a “stopped attending” designation is 
reported or if continuing, regular attendance proves 
impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to 
withdraw from a course by the deadline listed in the 
Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F,” and 
may negatively impact eligibility for future financial 
aid and/or continued enrollment (please note that a 
grade of W may also negatively impact eligibility for 
future financial aid). 

9. Failure to contact the instructor regarding an absence may 
result in the designation of the absence as being 
“unexcused.”  Students wishing to appeal a determination 
of an unexcused absence or “stopped attending” 
designation should attempt to resolve the matter with the 
instructor within five (5) days of receiving notification 
from the Office of Admissions & Records.  If the student 
still wishes to appeal, he/she must present the matter in 
writing to the Vice President for the College within five 
(5) days after attempting to clarify or resolve the matter 
with the instructor.  After the Vice President for the 
College receives the appeal, a hold will be placed on the 
student’s account during the appeal process.  The Vice 
President for the College will render a final decision 
within ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the College 
denies the appeal, the financial aid money will be returned 
to the Federal Government (as required by Federal law) 
and the student will have an account balance. 

Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor 
from having a more restrictive attendance policy regarding absences 
for an individual class.  
MWF STUDENTS WHO MISS THREE OR MORE CLASSES 
(Lecture or Lab)  



MW, TR STUDENTS WHO MISS TWO OR MORE CLASSES 
(Lecture or Lab)  
WILL BE REPORTED AS STOPPED ATTENDING. 

Class Participation:  Students will be asked to participate in activities that explore or 
reinforce subjects introduced in class.  There is no separate grade for 
class participation, the reward for enthusiastic participation comes 
from the greater likelihood of success on assessments such as tests 
and written work. 

To ensure understanding of the course content, students are expected 
to communicate with the instructor both in class and via email.  
Students must check the course bulletin board frequently for 
announcements. 

Course Ground Rules 
Academic Honesty  Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are 

prohibited.  Students guilty of academic misconduct either directly or 
indirectly through participation or assistance are immediately 
responsible to the instructor of the class.  In addition to other possible 
disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed through the regular 
institutional procedures as a result of academic misconduct, the 
instructor has the authority to assign an "F" or a zero for the exercise 
or examination or to assign an "F" in the course.  

Sources must be cited for written work and within the group project. 
Written work will be passed through an online originality check via 
Turn-it-in. 

If the student believes that he/she has been erroneously accused of 
academic misconduct and if his/her final grade has been lowered as a 
result, he/she may appeal the case through the appropriate institutional 
procedures.   

Being on time to class is a requirement.  College policy is for the 
classroom doors to be locked at the beginning of class.  This is a 
matter of security. 

Classroom Expectations  Since this course follows the cooperative learning model of instruction, 
direct instruction to the entire class will be kept to a minimum. Rather, the 
instructor will provide small-group, or individual instruction when the need 
arises.  

For the most part, your team may decide how to spend your time; working 
on team assignments, vocabulary, skills practice, evaluation, or critical 
thinking activities.  On occasion, however, the entire class will be expected 
to work on the same item at the same time.     

Students are expected to prepare for class by printing the content materials 
available online for each chapter, and bringing these items to class each 
week.  If you are unprepared for class, you are wasting your time, and may 
be a potential distraction to other students. You will be asked to leave the 
class.  You may return to class once you have the printed materials in hand. 

During class, you are expected to be working on the items associated with 



the chapter we are covering that week.  This is very valuable time, when 
you should be engaged with the material, and when you have the instructor 
on hand to facilitate your learning and answer any questions.  You may 
NOT use class time to do your online homework assignments, work from 
other classes, or distract yourself with unrelated internet activity.  If you 
are not working on items directly related to the week’s topics, you will be 
asked to leave.  You may not return to class until the next class meeting.   

Eat and drink before coming to class.  The student may bring a water 
bottle into the lecture room. Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration guidelines prohibit any food or drink in the 
Laboratory.  

Wireless communications devices may be used for research purposes 
during cooperative team activities.  During direct instruction or 
testing they must be turned off and concealed.  If special 
circumstances exist that require the student to remain available 
during class, you must inform the instructor prior to the beginning of 
the class period.  Any wireless device that is apparent during an 
exam will be considered an attempt at cheating and will be dealt with 
according to the college policy regarding academic dishonesty.   

As college students, you have had thirteen years of practice to master 
appropriate classroom behavior.  If inappropriate behavior occurs, 
the instructor will identify this to the student and provide direction 
on what would be appropriate in the given situation.  Failure of the 
student to change the inappropriate behavior will result in the 
student’s exit from the class until following a consultation with the 
instructor during office hours. 

See DSCC catalogue for specific rules regarding non-discrimination, 
harassment, safety and security, and weapons policies. 

E‐mail:  The instructor will respond to emails on weekdays within 24 hours, 
unless otherwise announced on D2L, by email, or in class.  Weekend 
emails may not be answered until the following week. Please do not 
email the night before an exam is given or an assignment is due and 
expect a response before the next day’s class meeting. 

Web Resources:  Links to materials from the publisher, including chapter outlines, 
pre- and post-tests, flashcards, animations, and virtual labs will be 
posted within the course materials on the D2L platform. 

Other Important Information 

Library  Required texts and companion CDs are available at both Covington and 
Dyersburg LRC, however, materials may not be removed from the LRC.   
 
For the DSCC library or help desk go to www.dscc.edu and click on 
Learning Resource Center link. 

Reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse  State law requires all public institutions of higher education to provide a 
means by which students, employees, or others may report suspected or 
known improper or dishonest acts. In addition, DSCC is committed to the 
responsible stewardship of our resources. 
If you would like to know more about reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse, 
please visit www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical Assistance:  For technical assistance with the online materials for this class, contact the 



LRC Help Desk.  The Help Desk telephone number for the Covington area 
is 901-475-3177.  You may also contact the Help Desk by e-mail. The 
address is helpdesk@dscc.edu.  

Library Resources: 

 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Students With Disabilities:  Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a 
discrimination free environment for all students. Students with disabilities 
are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they may need. 
Please notify your instructor and the ADA Coordinator, Ms. Sherry Baker, 
at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes:  From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make 
changes to the material in the course syllabus. Any necessary changes to 
the course syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail and announced both in 
class and within the online course material. 

Server Outage Disclaimer:  The server on which DSCC’s courses are hosted will be occasionally 
unavailable due to upgrades or maintenance.  Regularly scheduled outages 
will occur during the early morning hours of the second Sunday and third 
Tuesday of each month.  There may also be unplanned downtime due to 
failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, 
the college cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to 
contact your instructor(s) directly to make accommodations should an 
unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

 
 
Note: This is a preliminary syllabus and will be updated by 01/17/2012 


