
Dyersburg State Community College Course Syllabus:   
Subject Area:  Chemistry 
Course:  General Chemistry I (CHEM 1110) (dual-enrollment class, Gibson County Center) 
Semester Credit Hours:  4  
Instructor:  Guy M. Maxwell, Peabody High School 
Office Hours:  NA 
 
Course Description:  An introduction to the fundamental principles of chemistry.  Topics discussed include 
chemical notation and equations, the chemical mole concept, mass relationships, gases, energy changes and 
chemical reactions, atomic theory, periodic relationships, chemical bonding and molecular geometry. 
 
Expected Outcomes:  After completing the course a student will be able to: 
1.  Understand the fundamental principles and concepts of chemistry. 
2.  Utilize the periodic table in determining atomic structure, periodic relationships, and quantum mechanics. 
3.  Use the chemical mole concept in solving stoichiometric and other chemical problems. 
4.  Name and write chemical formulas and structures, predict chemical bonding and molecular geometry. 
5.  Write, balance and predict chemical equations and calculate the energy change in chemical reactions. 
6.  Improve critical thinking ability in solving problems. 
7.  Recognize the importance and applications of chemistry in modern technological society. 
8.  Demonstrate knowledge of basic chemical laboratory techniques. 
 
TEXTBOOKS:  1.  Chemistry  by Raymond Chang 
   2.  PHS Dual-Enrollment Laboratory Manual for General Chemistry, edited by Maxwell 
 
METHODS AND ACTIVITIES: 
Activities include class lecture, co-operative learning, homework asignments, individual reading and writing 
assignments, problem solving sessions, review sessions, power point presentations and on-line activities.  
Additionally, students will have access to a number of video podcasts recorded by Mr. Maxwell and others.  
Students are expected to participate actively in the class and other sessions through discussions, asking 
questions and answering questions.  Students are expected to turn in all assignments on time.   
 
A number of homework problems will be assigned from each chapter.  Students will be given a number of 
practice tests.  Students are encouraged to discuss homework problems and practice tests with others to have 
a better understanding in solving the problems. No student is allowed to copy some one else’s homework or 
any other work. 
 
Any student who fails to turn in an assignment on time will receive a zero grade for that assignment.  Only 
medical and emergency reasons will be the basis for a student to be allowed to make up a missed test or quiz.  
In that case, the student must contact the instructor as soon as possible and provide proper documentation to 
the satisfaction of the instructor to be allowed to make up the test.  No student will be allowed to make up 
more than one test.  There will be no make up for the final examination. 
 
Emphasis on writing will be given through homework problems and writing lab reports.  Students will also be 
required to show all their work in any test or quiz.   
 
LABORATORY:  Please refer to the separate laboratory schedule for information, safety rules, etc. 
 



ATTENDANCE:  Students are required to attend classes regularly.  Please refer to the DSCC attendance 
policy for further information.  Any issues regarding attendance must be discussed with the instructor PRIOR 
TO MISSING CLASS! 
 
CHEATING:  There is a zero tolerance policy for cheating.  Any student found cheating will receive a zero 
grade for that assignment and will NOT be allowed to make up that assignment. 
 
GRADING:  This course is divided into two components, lecture and laboratory.  Each component will 
represent part of the student’s grade according to the following scale:  lecture 600 points, laboratory 200 
points. 
 
LECTURE PART:  Students will be graded on the bases of four 100 point tests, quizzes, homework 
assignments, and the final examination.   
 
TESTS:  The date for each test will be announced at least one week in advance.  For each student, the lowest 
test grade of the four will be dropped. 
QUIZZES:  Ten quizzes will be given (one for each chapter) of 10 points each.  The lowest 3 quiz grades will 
be dropped.  Missed quizzes are not made up, but will count for a dropped quiz. 
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS:  Each chapter will have a homework assignment worth 8 points (total 80 
points). 
FINAL EXAMINATION:  The final examination will be comprehensive and must be taken by all students. 
 
 Three Tests (100 points each)    300 points 
 Quizzes (7 highest counted)       70 points 
 Homework Assignments (8 points each)     80 points 
 Final Examination (tentative date:  Wed. Dec. 15)  150 points 
 Total (lecture part)      600 points 
 
LABORATORY PART:  Students will be graded on the basis of laboratory reports, quizzes, and a final lab 
exam. 
 Laboratory reports or quizzes     150 points 

Laboratory Exam        50 points 
Total (lab part)      200 points 
 
GRAND TOTAL      800 points 
 
The final grade determined as follows: 
728-800 points  A At least 540 points must come from lecture 
648-727 points  B At least 480 points must come from lecture 
560-647 points  C At least 400 points must come from lecture 
485-559 points  D At least 365 points must come from lecture 


