
COURSE SYLLABUS FOR DSPR 0800 
Developmental Reading Improvement 
 
Welcome to the Reading Workshop.  This semester you will be involved in the effort to improve your 
reading effectiveness.  You will be expected to come to the workshop and to spend your time working with 
your small group to improve your effectiveness as a reader.   
 
Let me introduce myself and give you some important information so that you can communicate with 
me during the coming semester: 
 
You must purchase the following materials this semester: 
 
 Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills (Fifth Edition) by John Langan 
 Advancing Vocabulary Skills (Fourth Edition) by Sherrie L. Nist 
 

You will also need a college dictionary and a loose-leaf folder.  
 
In addition, you will need to hand in some Scantrons as requested by the instructor. 
 
Other materials may also be required by the instructor. 

 
ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. There will be no excused absences. Students are expected to 
attend class and to complete all assignments in a timely manner. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED.  Any student missing more than two classes will be reported as having excessive absences 
and will be required to meet with the instructor concerning continued enrollment in the course. 
STUDENTS WHO CONTINUE TO MISS CLASS WILL NOT PASS THE COURSE. 
 
COLLEGE ATTENDANCE POLICY.  See the attached college policy. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES.  Students enrolled in this course must accomplish five important objectives:  
 
     First, students must improve their comprehension of textbooks and other materials,  
 
     Second, students must learn to think critically about what they have read  
 
     Third, students must increase the size of their vocabulary,  
 
     Fourth, students must improve their reading rate, and  
 
     Finally, students should learn that reading can be an enjoyable activity.  
 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES.  You will be responsible for your own progress in this course and will be 
expected to move steadily through the weekly assignments in reading comprehension and vocabulary.   
You will work in your textbook, online, and with your small group.  When you are ready, you will be 
responsible for requesting a test, completing that test, and having the test scored.  You will then move on to 
the next week’s assignments. 
 
From time to time during the semester, we will gather in a larger group to introduce new concepts or to 
discuss problems with the flow of the workshop.  These sessions will occur once a week- usually on the 
first day of class that week.   
 
I want to emphasize that it is your responsibility to accomplish your work and to make your grades.  In 
order complete an assignment, you will be expected to make a score of 80% or better on the tests.  If you 
fail to score 80% or better you will be allowed to retake a different form of the test.  However, you may not 
take any one test more than three times.  You may take vocabulary tests only one time. 
 



Students who finish this course successfully must complete the following assignments: 
 
The Nelson Denny Reading Test will be given at the beginning and end of the semester. In order to 
complete this course successfully, students must make satisfactory improvement on their scores from the 
beginning of the semester to the end of the semester. 
 
Students must complete all assignments in Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills.  Besides the 
pretest, students will be expected to satisfactorily complete the Mastery Test for each chapter in the text.  
Students will also complete the assigned reading selections at the end of  the text and satisfactorily 
complete the combined skills test at the end of the course. 
 
Students will also satisfactorily complete the assigned work in Advancing Vocabulary Skills.  There will be 
a pretest given at the beginning of the semester.  Students must complete the chapter tests, unit tests, and 
vocabulary posttest with a satisfactory grade. 
 
Students will also be required to develop index cards containing Frontier Words.  A written test and an oral 
test will be given at the end of the semester on the Frontier Words that students have collected during the 
semester. 
 
Students may also read books from the Townsend Press.  Students will write weekly letters to the instructor 
on their reading.  The weekly letter will be due each Monday. 
 
Students may also have some opportunities to earn extra points. Extra points will be given only for 
work of "B" quality or better, will be added to a student’s total points, and will be included in the 
final average. 
 
If you need additional help in some particular area where you are having difficulty, you may also be given 
supplementary assignments as needed. 
 
ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER FOR STUDENTS TO RECEIVE A 
SATISFACTORY GRADE IN THIS COURSE. 
 
 


