
THE READING WORKSHOP 
Fall 2012 
 
Welcome to the Reading Workshop! 
 
During this semester, you will be doing some things very differently from the way you may have done 
them before.  You will become responsible for your own learning and be expected to move along at your 
own pace.  You will not be able to sit passively in your seat and be successful.  By the end of the 
semester you must complete all of the course requirements in order to receive a satisfactory grade. 
 
There are five objectives we would like to see you to accomplish in this semester: 
 
1. Improve your comprehension of textbooks and other materials, 
2. Learn to think critically about what you read, 
3. Increase the size of your vocabulary, 
4. Improve your reading rate, and 
5. Learn that reading can be an enjoyable activity 
 
Hopefully, you will make these objectives yours and will join us in the effort to improve in these five 
areas. 
 
Our job will be to guide you and assist you. We will present material to you weekly.  Your job will be to 
read and practice the skills that are presented to you.  You will be expected to move through the 
practice material in a timely manner, request tests, and to successfully complete those tests. 
 
ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. There will be no excused absences. It is very important that you attend 
class and complete all assignments in a timely manner. NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. If 
you miss more than two classes, you will be reported as stopped attending and will be required to meet 
your instructor concerning continued enrollment in the course.  STUDENTS WHO CONTINUE TO MISS 
CLASSES WILL NOT PASS THE COURSE. 
 
REQUIRED RESOURCES: 
 
Do not purchase your textbooks until you have completed your placement test. 
 
Groundwork for College Reading with Phonics, 4/e by Bill Broderick and John Langan 
Vocabulary Basics by Judith Nadell, Beth Johnson, and Paul Langan 
 
Ten Steps to Improving College Reading Skills, 5/e by John Langan 
Improving Vocabulary Skills, 4/e by Sherrie Nist 
 
Additional Required Resources-  
 
American Heritage Dictionary or Merriam Webster Collegiate Dictionary (Your instructor will tell you 
which dictionary they prefer that you use.) 
Scantrons (3 pkgs) 
Looseleaf binder (to use for a portfolio- OPTIONAL) 
 



You will be responsible for your own progress in this course and will be expected to move steadily 
through your assignments in reading comprehension and vocabulary.  You will work in your textbook, 
online, and with your small group. When you are ready, you will be responsible for requesting a test, 
completing that test, and having the test scored. You will then move on to the next assignments.   
 
You may either do your work in your textbook or build a portfolio that contains your completed work. 
 
From time to time during the semester, we will gather in a larger group to introduce new concepts or to 
discuss problems with the flow of the workshop. These sessions will occur as needed- usually on the first 
day of class that week.  We want to emphasize that it is your responsibility to accomplish your work and 
to make your grades.    
 
At the beginning of the semester, you will take the Townsend College Preparatory Reading Test (Form A) 
online as a placement test.  This test will be used to place you appropriately.  After completing the test 
you will be assigned to the appropriate text and begin your work.  The Townsend College Preparatory 
Reading Test (Form B) will be given as a posttest at the end of the semester.   
 
The Nelson Denny Reading Test will also be given at the beginning and end of the semester. In order to 
complete this course successfully,  students must show gain on the Nelson Denny Reading Test of one 
(1.0) year or greater, or score a Total Score of 11.5 Grade Equivalent or better. 
 
A pretest and posttest will also be given in vocabulary. 
 
You will use several different methods to prepare for tests.  You will have textbook assignments for each 
chapter.  We will introduce that material to you in a short lecture.  You will practice the skills presented 
using your textbook and the Townsend Press (TP’s) Online Learning Center.   
 
Before you take a test, you need to complete the practices in your textbook and on TP’s Online Learning 
Center.  You will also complete at least two of the mastery tests on TP’s Online Learning Center before 
you request a test.  If you are not successful on your first test, we will ask you to return to TP’s Online 
Learning Center to complete more mastery tests.  You may take any test up to three times.  The target 
for mastery of any skill presented is 80% or better on a mastery test. 
 
You will also have daily vocabulary assignments.  There is also practice material at TP’s Online Learning 
Center for your vocabulary chapters.  You will be given chapter tests in vocabulary daily.  Approximately 
every third week, you will also be given a unit test in vocabulary.    Tests in vocabulary will only be given 
one time. 
 
In addition, there are other assignments that you will be asked to complete: 
 
You will read at least one book from the Townsend Press and write weekly letters about what you have 
read that week. 
 
You will be required to develop 25 index cards containing Frontier Words. Students will be prepared to 
present words to the class weekly.  A written test and an oral test will be given at the end of the 
semester on the Frontier Words that students have collected during the semester.  Your instructor will 
give you further instructions on this assignment. 
 



A variety of timed readings will also be given during the semester in order to help students to improve 
their reading rates and perform more effectively on standardized tests. 
 
There may also be some opportunities to earn extra points. Extra points will be given only for work of 
"B" quality or better, will be added to a student’s total points, and will be included in the final average. 
 
ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER FOR STUDENTS TO RECEIVE A SATISFACTORY GRADE 
IN THIS COURSE. 
 
 


