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Developmental Writing Syllabus 
DSPW 0800 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dyersburg State Community College 
 
 
 

This Syllabus is Found in D2L 
 

Page 7 and other areas of this syllabus have been updated in 

this document for spring 2013 semester.  The details in this 

syllabus should be followed instead of the syllabus provided in 

the textbook.   
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Dyersburg State Community College 
Course Syllabus 
Semester _______ 
 
Developmental Writing 
Course Title:  Developmental Writing 
Course Number: DSPW 0800 Section: ________  
Instructor:  ___________________________ 
Classroom:  ___________________________ 
Days:   ___________________________ 
Time:   ___________________________ 
Credit Hours:  3 (three) 
 

Getting in touch with me 
My office phone number is: ____________________________________ 
My office is located: __________________________________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________________ 
 
My office hours are:     Monday: 
                                     Tuesday:  
                                     Wednesday:
                                      Thursday: 
                                      Friday: 
 
COURSE  (CATALOG) DESCRIPTION: 
This course includes a comprehensive review of grammar, spelling, diction, and punctuation.  
Students will study the writing process for the development of rhetorical paragraphs and essays. 
Thinking, reading, and writing will be emphasized.  Prerequisite:  DSPW 0700 or satisfactory 
score on placement tests. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Students must earn a grade of “C” or better AND make a passing score on an exit essay to be eligible to 
move on to English 1010.  Students who do not make a grade of “C” or better AND make a passing score 
on the exit essay must re-take DSPW 0800 and successfully complete the course.  A student may re-take 
DSPW 0800 as many times as needed to acquire the needed skills.                                                                                            
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to accomplish the following skills with an 
acceptable level of proficiency: 

1. Conceive ideas for writing 
2. Organize, select, and relate ideas; develop ideas in coherent paragraphs 
3. Write standard English sentences using standard English grammar and diction 
4. Edit and improve own writing by revising, rewriting, and correcting errors 
5. Write structured, unified, coherent essays 
6. Think critically 
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OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS): 
Week 1: Introduction to the course, Pre-writing, Placement Test (Essay #1) 
Week 2: Paragraph structure & Grammar 
Week 3: Paragraphs & Grammar 
Week 4: Thesis & Essay Structure  
Week 5: The Thesis Statement 
Week 6: Organizing your Essay 
Week 7: Organizing your Essay/Begin Essay #2 
Week 8: Finishing Writing Essay #2 
Week 9: Grammar & Review and Revising Essay #2 
Week 10: Essay #3 
Week 11: Grammar & Review and Revising Essay #3 
Week 12: Grammar & Review and Revising Essay #1 (placement essay) 
Week 13: Essay #4 (Exit Essay) 
Week 14: Grammar & Review 
Week 15: Essay #5 (Final Exam Rough Draft & Final Copy) 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY: 
Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate specific content and to appeal  
to varying student learning styles.  Activities will include but are not restricted to: 

1. Lecture and class discussion 
2. Small group discussion and small group activities 
3. Collaborative and Cooperative Learning activities 
4. Peer group collaboration 
5. Writing, revising, and editing paragraphs and essays 
6. Written responses and summaries from reading assignments 
7. In-class and out-of-class assignments 
8. READING, WRITING, AND THINKING 

 
 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (EXPECTATIONS): 

1. Students are expected to attend class and to be on time.  Excessive absences 
will most likely result in failure of the course.  Students who miss 3 M‐W‐F 
classes, 2 T‐Th or M‐W classes, or 1 three‐hour evening class are subject to 
failure. 

2. Students are expected to abide by College policies. 
3. Turn off cell phones and beepers during class time. 
4. Bring your books, syllabus, homework, paper and pen/pencil to every class 

meeting. 
5. Students are expected to turn assignments in on time. 
6. Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming 

to class. 
7. Students will be required to take the exit essay (essay #4) and final 

examination (essay #5) on the specified days and times. 
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MORE EXPECTATIONS: 
 
*Presence 

 Much of the value in a writing course consists of your regular attendance and 
class participation. A good deal of the real work of the course will go on in 
class, and when you miss a day you will often have missed not just hearing a 
lecture but actually doing an assignment; furthermore, when you miss a day, 
you often miss an in class quiz.   
 

 Therefore, I am telling you on the front end that more than a week’s worth 
of absences will result in you earning an unacceptable grade or failing 
grade in this course.  Keep in mind that absences mean zeros in the grade 
book.   
 

 Not attending is a very easy way to fail the course.  Fifteen weeks is not a lot of 
time, so decide right now whether you want to take and complete this course or 
not.  Either you are here, or you are not.  If you are not in class, you cannot 
learn the skills necessary to complete this course!   
 

 If you know you are going to absent, or after you have missed class, it is best to 
get in touch with a classmate to find out exactly what we were doing.  Use a 
buddy system: 

 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: __________________ 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: __________________ 
 
Name: ___________________________ Phone: __________________ 

 
 
 

 Do not snowball the effect of an absence by neglecting to do the work for the 
next day’s class.  Not staying updated as to the work we are doing as well as 
what is due is your fault.  You are the student, so please act like one and take 
responsibility for the work that is due. 
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*Being on-time to class 
 
 There is no excuse for being late to class.  I am on time; you need to be on time too.  

If you have a problem being on time, this class will help you fix your problem.  
When you are not here, what you miss in class becomes your problem and a zero in 
the grade book.   
 

 THERE ARE NO MAKE-UPS. 
 
 

Deadlines for Assignments and other Rules 
 A good rule to follow is to hand in your work on time. 
 If you come to class without an assignment, it will not be graded. 
 If you are absent, send your work with someone else or it will not be graded. 
 No late work will be taken without previous arrangements and approval 

from me. 
 If you are having a problem, the best rule to follow is to talk to the teacher. 
 Major writing assignments (papers) lose a grade for every day late. 
 All in-class quizzes, assignments, and graded work cannot be made up; if you 

are absent, you miss that class and all that takes place during class. 
 On occasion, it will be necessary for a completed assignment to be brought to 

class for that day’s activity.  If you do not bring your work, you will lose credit 
for doing it – even if you do complete it later, which you will usually have to 
do. 

 
*Written work 

 You must keep all writing that you do in this course, all assignments that you do in this 
course, and all handouts that you receive in this course as well as all activities from this 
course. 

   
 All of these materials must be kept in a binder or folder in an orderly fashion. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
 

 You may have the opportunity (and occasionally perhaps will be required) to revise or 
rewrite your papers. All revisions must be handed in no later than two weeks after the paper is 
returned.  You must discuss and clear the revision with me before you do it.  The final grade 
entered in the grade book will be an average of the two grades.  (A Revision must be stapled 
on top of original graded paper and labeled as “REWRITE.”) 

 
 A good deal of emphasis in the course will be placed on pre-writing activities such as list-making, 

free-writing, clustering, and other invention exercises and on post-writing activities such as 
editing.  You will get grades on all of these assignments as well. 

 
 Corrections are different from revisions.  Everyone will be required to do corrections as part of 

their response to some assignments and practice writings that I turn back.  All papers and 
responses should be kept in an orderly fashion in your binder. 

 
 If I come to class and people aren’t prepared, I will start giving pop quizzes. 

 
 If you want to do well and pass this course you must bring paper, pen, textbooks, syllabus and 

your homework to every class meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Support Services 
 Free tutoring services  
 Transferring services 
 Located in LRC on main campus and at the JNC & the GCC 
 Contact number: 731-286-3389 

 
Counseling Services 

 Call Dr. Karen Rutledge 
 Contact number: 731-286-3242 

 
 
 

 

NEED HELP? 
Are you not sure where to go? 

Try tutoring! 
Talk to our counselor 
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         Students must earn an average grade of “C” or better on course work and make a 
passing score on Essay #4 and/or Essay #5 to be eligible to move on to ENGL 1010.   
 
Essentially, you need a passing grade in this course as well as a sample of your writing that 
reaches a satisfactory level of competence so that you may move to the next level.  A student 
MUST show proficiency on at least one of these essays (Essay #4 and/or Essay #5) in 
order to pass the class. 
 
Students who do not pass DSPW 0800 will have to repeat the course until satisfactory progress 
is made. 
 
Attendance is mandatory for DSPW 0800.  More than three (one hour) absences may result in 
a failing grade for the course. 
 
The grading system of Dyersburg State Community College is as follows: 
 
91 to 100 % = A 
81 to 90 % = B 
75 to 80 % = C 
Below 75 % = F (you must repeat the course) 
     ***NOTE: A letter grade of E (for Extended Time, signifying that you must repeat this course 
to strengthen your writing skills more) may be given in lieu of F for those students  
who attend regularly, do all work, and try to actively learn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***Students must write Essay #4 (the exit essay given during Week 13) and Essay #5 (the 
final exam given during Final Exam Week) IN CLASS.  These two writing assignments 
provide the student the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to write at a proficient 
level.  If the student does not receive a “passing grade” (on either of these essays) for 
proficiency, the grade calculated into the final average for each essay will be a zero.  A 
student MUST show proficiency on at least one of these essays in order to pass the 
class. 

Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following 
ratio:  
 

 Shorter writings, homework, and assignments  15% 
 Grammar exercises and quizzes          10% 
 Essay #1 (Placement Essay)   10% 
 Essay #2 (In-class)    10% 
 Essay #3 (In-class)    10% 
 Essay #4 (Exit Essay)    20% 
 Essay #5 (Final Exam)    25% 

                  (20% Final Draft, 5% edited version) 
                                                                                                                --------- 
                                                                                                                 100% 
 

GRADING 
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Please understand that there is no “quick fix” for improving your writing.  In 

order to improve your writing, you must actively learn.  Active learning includes: 

attending class, participating in class, asking questions, buying textbooks, doing 

homework, re-writing assignments, meeting with the teacher and then working 

harder.  Some of you will have to go to the tutoring lab for extra help.  Some of 

you will have to take this class more than once.  I cannot simply “tell” you how to 

improve your writing nor can I wave a “magic wand” and transform you into a 

good writer.  The process will take both you and me and a lot of hard work and a 

lot of time! 
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS & RESOURCES: 
 
All students are required to purchase the following texts and materials: 
  

1. Writing Talk: Paragraphs & Short Essays Package, Winkler  
ISBN 1-2562-9814-X  
Publisher: Pearson Edition  

 (Text packaged with code for MyWritingLab plus readings online) 
 New $113.25 
 
2. Loose leaf paper, pen, pencil 

 
3. A binder or a folder to organize course materials 

 
 
 

YOU MUST BUY YOUR TEXTBOOKS FOR THIS COURSE.  IF I HAVE TO MAKE 
PHOTOCOPIES OF ANY PAGES IN THE TEXTBOOKS SO THAT YOU CAN 

PARTICIPATE IN CLASS OR COMPLETE AN ASSIGNMENT, YOUR GRADE ON 
THAT ASSIGNMENT WILL START AT 70%.   

YOU MAY NOT “SHARE A BOOK” OR BOTHER OTHER STUDENTS WHO HAVE 
PAID FOR TEXTBOOKS BY SITTING NEXT TO THEM  

OR LOOKING OVER THEIR SHOULDERS. 
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 GUIDELINES FOR MATERIALS THAT ARE HANDED-IN 
 
 

1. All handed-in work must be on loose leaf paper - - no rough, torn or frayed edges 
 

2. All handed-in work must have the appropriate heading/label (see sample) 
 

3. All handed-in work must be stapled if the work is longer than one page 
 

4. All handed-in work must be typed or very neatly written 
 

5. All handed-in work must be in pen 
 

6. All typed work must be 14 font size, double spaced 
 

7. Revisions (rewrites) must be stapled on top of original assignments and re-labeled with 
all need information as well as the word REWRITE on the top of the page 

 
 
Sample Heading 
Name 
Date 
DSPW 0800 section ____ 
Title of Assignment/Paper or page #s 
 
 This is a sample of the heading that needs to appear at the top of any given assignment 
that you will hand in to me.  If the assignment does not have this heading/label in the top left or 
right hand corner, I will not accept it. 


