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Course Description 
A study of assessment for children from birth to nine years of age.  Both formal and 
informal instruments will be discussed with the emphasis on tools that can be used by 
teachers of young children.  Considerations in choosing, administering, and reporting 
results of assessments will also be addressed.  Field experiences are required. 
 
 
Outcomes 
The student will: 

1. know and understand the legal and ethical responsibilities in assessments. 
2. know about and use observation, documentation, and other appropriate 

assessment tools and approaches. 
3. identify and interpret specific terms and characteristics of different screening and 

assessment tools. 
4. develop an understanding of collecting, recording, compiling, interpreting, and 

summarizing assessment information. 
5. select and recognize different ways of reporting screening and assessment results 

to parents/guardians. 
6. know about and understand culturally appropriate assessment. 
7. distinguish between the Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) and the 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP). 
8. use informal strategies to plan and implement individual curriculum and teaching 

practices to meet the needs of individual children. 
9. know about assessment partnerships with families and other professionals. 

 
 
Textbook 
McAfee, Oralie. and Leong, Deborah. (2007)  Assessing and Guiding Young Children’s 
Development and Learning. 
IBSN:  0-205-49718-7 
 



 
Major Content Areas: 
Historical, social and educational review of assessment contributors 
Review of developmental stages of children birth-nine 
Types of screening and assessment tools 
Legal and ethical responsibilities in assessment 
Linking assessment to curriculum, families and the children 
Community resources and referral procedures 
 
 
 
Major Course Assignments 
Attend all classes and complete textbook readings and assignments 
Actively participate in class activities and discussion 
Complete article reviews of professional literature 
Observations of an individual child 
Develop a Portfolio on a child 
Informal and Informal Assessment reports 
Conference with parent of observed child using the portfolio for the conference 
Exams on terms and concepts 


