
Course Syllabus: ECON 2020, Microeconomics 
Instructor: Mike Bowen 
E-mail: use the elearn (D2L) email system - Preferred 
Phone: 286-3363 (ext. 3363)  
Office: Eller Bldg., Room 225  
Office Hours: as posted on office door 
 
Course Description  
A course providing a study of microeconomic principles in theory and policy that describes the 
economic behavior of individual consumers, firms and industries and how production and 
pricing decisions are determined.  Major topics include resource scarcity, individual and market 
supply and demand and the importance of prices in a market based economy, externalities, 
elasticity, consumer theory, costs of production, output and pricing decisions by market 
structure, effects of government regulations, and international trade.  (3 hours lecture) 
 
Learning Outcomes 
At the completion of this course, the student should demonstrate the ability to: 
 

1. Explain the roles that prices and markets play in organizing and directing economic 
activity. 

2. Analyze the economic forces that guide consumers in their market decisions. 
3. Interpret the basic revenue and cost concepts producers face. 
4. Illustrate and analyze the market results of producers operating under varying degrees of 

competition. 
5. Appraise the social consequences which evolve under differing degrees of competition 

and globalization. 
6. Examine the economic theories that apply to international trade. 
7. Differentiate the arguments for and against free trade between nations. 

 
Textbook 
Aplia 1-Semester Printed Access Card for Principles of Economics, N. Gregory Mankiw, 
CENGAGE Learning, Sixth Edition.  The ISBN is 978-1-111-96053-7 which will give you 
access to the eTextbook and Aplia homework assignments. You will have 3 weeks access to the 
eTextbook and homework assignments through Aplia before you have to make a purchase.  You 
will find registration instructions for signing into the course, including the temporary 3 week 
access course key, under content in D2L. 
 
[Hint: if you plan to take Macroeconomics in the following semester, you may wish to purchase 
the 2-semester card.  This option is much less expensive than purchasing 2 1-semester cards.  
The ISBN for the 2-semester card is 978-1-133-00189-8.] 
 
Course Requirements and Grading 
The student should read the textbook material and complete Aplia problem assignments prior to 
it being covered in class.  Also, students should be prepared to participate in cooperative 
learning, critical thinking, and problem solving activities all within a group and/or individual 
setting.  There will be five tests (the last one will be a comprehensive Final Exam).  You will 



find that Chapter lectures, classroom discussions and activities will usually serve as a good 
review for tests.  A completed test will be reviewed at the beginning of the next class following 
when it was taken.  Your test grades will be posted in D2L. 
 
Test   Topic Reference   Chapter Reference     
1   Markets    4, 6     
2    Market Efficiency   7, 10     
3    Elasticity/Consumer Choice Theory 5, 21    
4   Costs/Market Structures  13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
5 (Final Exam) International Trade   3, 9, 31, 32 (and all prior chapters)                  
 
(Time does not permit a lecture of each chapter from page one until the end.  However, I will 
lecture on the principle topics included in each unit topic.  Therefore, you are expected to read 
each chapter in its entirety and be able to discuss topics related to each chapter as they are 
mentioned in class.) 
 
The grading scale is as follows: 
 
A = 90% - 100% 
B = 80% - 89% 
C = 70% - 79% 
D = 60% - 69% 
F = Below 60%  
 
The final grade will be determined as follows: 
 
Test 1-4 (lowest score dropped)  45 % (15% each) 
Test 5 (Comprehensive Final Exam)  20% 
Aplia Assignments/Classroom Activities 20%   
Writing Component    15% 
Total       100% 
 
Tests 
Tests will be primarily multiple choice. 
 
Assignments 
Aplia problems (on-line) will be assigned for each chapter.  The due dates are set purposely to 
land before the topics are lectured/discussed in class so that you will be familiar with the topics 
and be prepared for class discussion.  Our discussions/classroom activities will be a random 
assortment consisting of cooperative learning, critical thinking, and problem solving group 
activities.  More on this will be covered in class.  No make-up work will be offered for 
assignments.  The due dates are rigid, so don’t procrastinate. 
 
 
 
 



Writing Component 
The writing assignment will be based on the book Fundanomics by Roy W. Spencer and 
published by Morris Publishing.  (www.fundanomics.org)  Check internet sources for the best 
deal if you choose to purchase the book.  The details for the assignment(s) are found in content 
within D2L.  This assignment will be submitted through dropbox in D2L. 
 
Classroom Policy 
If, for some “highly unusual” reason, you must be absent the day of a scheduled exam – IT IS 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTACT ME IMMEDIATELY BEFORE, OR AFTER, THE 
SCHEDULED EXAM to explain your situation.  The first option is the missed test will count as 
your drop grade.  If due to really bizarre circumstances you are allowed to take a make-up test, it 
must be taken within one week of the regularly scheduled test.  All makeup tests will be 
generated from randomly selected questions from the testbank that accompanies the text.  
Any/all make-up work must be completed before the last regular day of classes.  The DSCC 
attendance policy will be followed.  Regular attendance is strongly encouraged.  Students are 
expected to conduct themselves in a professional manner (i.e., no talking with your neighbor 
during the lecture or while somebody else is asking a question or discussing a topic).  
Anyone caught turning in work that he or she did not do will be treated according to DSCC 
policy; my desire will be to expel anybody caught cheating from class with a failing grade.  All 
cell phones, beepers, etc., are to be turned off during class except for emergency purposes.  
“Attitude” issues will not be tolerated.  Class begins when I enter the room and ends when I say 
it ends (no audible book closing and shuffling around before the scheduled time for the end of 
class). Regularly check your D2L email for class notifications. 
 
ADA Policy 
Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of 
any assistance they may need.  Please notify your instructor or the ADA Coordinator at (731) 
286-3242. 
 


