
ENGL 0810 – Learning Support Writing 

Course Syllabus   - - FALL 2014 - - 
 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course includes a comprehensive review of grammar, spelling, diction, and punctuation.  Students will study 
the writing process for the development of rhetorical paragraphs and essays. Thinking, reading, and writing will 
be emphasized.  Students who score 13-17 on the ACT will be placed in this course.  A secondary diagnostic 
assessment will administered in the software as well as a placement writing essay the first week of class to 
ensure proper placement of student as well as to create a learning plan for him/her. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, the student will demonstrate adequate competence in 
writing expository essays.  Student will complete Competencies 1 and 2.  In other words, the 
student’s writing will: 

1. Fulfill the requirements of the assigned writing task and have a clear purpose that is sustained throughout the text. 
2. Respond adequately and appropriately to the needs of the audience and the requirements of the writing situation. 
3. Be logically organized in support of the text’s purpose with a clear thesis statement and topic sentences, 

supporting points that are presented in a logical progression, and appropriate transitions. 
4. Provide logical and adequate support for the thesis by employing appropriate rhetorical strategies/ patterns and, 

when appropriate, integrating material from primary and/or secondary sources. 
5. Display variety in sentence structure, vocabulary, and level of formality appropriate to the purpose, audience, and 

context. 
6. Display competent control of surface features such as basic syntax, grammar, punctuation, word choice, and 

spelling, particularly those errors that interfere with a reader’s understanding and/or undermine the writer’s 
authority. 

7. Reflect the use of effective strategies for generating ideas, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading. 
 

 Prior to the start of the semester, students will be offered the opportunity to participate in the Skill Builder 
program, which allows students the chance to strengthen their writing skills and test out of LS Writing before the 
semester begins. 
 

 Students who are struggling with the course content will be offered supplemental instruction and free tutoring in 
the Writing Center.  
 

 Students, who are clearly not making sufficient progress by midterm (at the latest), will be required to receive 
supplemental instruction and free tutoring in the Writing Center.  The instructor, student, and lab coordinator will 
meet and sign a contract that outlines a plan for the supplemental instruction. 
 

 Depending on what point in the semester it is, students who master grammar and course content as well as 
receive a passing score on a shorter writing or essay will either be  
 

o Added into a section of ENGL 1010 with the ENGL 1010 instructor’s permission, or  
o Sent to the Writing Center to begin course content for ENGL 1010.  Part of this option includes one-on-

one time with an English Department faculty member.   
o Supplemental instruction will be offered for all students who test out of LS Writing (especially for 

students who exit early) to support their success at the ENGL 1010 level.    
 

 If there are enough students (15 or more) ready to exit LS Writing mid-semester, a seven week ENGL 1010 course 
will be offered to these students. 
 

Prerequisites: Students must master grammar and course content, demonstrated by making a passing score on an exit essay 
to be eligible to move on to English 1010.  Mastery is defined as a score of 4 on a holistically scored essay (1-6 
scale++).   
 
Students who complete only the first Competency Mastery Point for Learning Support in Writing will be given 
credit in Banner at the end of the semester and a passing grade for ENGL 0810.  This student will then have to 
re-take the course ENGL 0810 the following semester to master the Exit Competency Mastery Point.   
 
If a student completes the Exit Competency Mastery Point while in ENGL 0810, the student will receive credit 
in Banner at the end of the semester for both Writing competencies 1 and 2, receive a passing grade, and will 



be ready to take ENGL 1010. 
 

**In order to exit learning support in writing, students must 
demonstrate adequate competence in writing expository text as 
described in column two of the chart. 
 
††The TCAP, the SAT, and the ACT score student essays using a 1-6 
points scale and would award a score of 4 to the student with 
adequate competence. 

 

Course Topics: Paragraph structure & Grammar  
Paragraphs and shorter writing 
Thesis & Essay Structure  
The Thesis Statement  
Organizing your Essay  

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

Students will need to be able to use DSCC online course repository  (https://elearn.dscc.edu) to post 
discussion responses to homework readings, submit papers to the dropbox, and keep track of 
coursework. Students will also need to use MS Word to type papers. 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

 
Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook. 

Supplementary 
Materials: 

Paper, pen, USB drive 

Software 
Requirements: 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: Cindy Williams 
Associate Professor, English 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

email address: cwilliams@dscc.edu           Office: JNC 169 inside office suite A148 
                                                              Phone:901-475-3138 
To access your instructor’s information online: 
Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Office Hours/Virtual 
Office Hours: 

To access your instructor’s information online: 
Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

I will make every attempt to respond to course email within 24 or 36 hours during the work week, 
though it may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet the stated 
response time. 

https://elearn.dscc.edu/
http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore
http://www.dscc.edu/


Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: Students will have 5 opportunities to take a Mastery Essay from the first day of class until the 
scheduled Final Exam. Students in LS Writing must score a 4 or higher on the Competency Mastery 
Essay in order to pass into Composition I. 

Grading Procedures: Final grade will be an average of the Daily Work average and the Mastery Essay Average  
• Daily Work                                  = 50% 
• Mastery Essay score                  = 50% 

Scoring criteria used for the Competency Mastery Essay.  Our rubric is based on a 6 point scale. 
 
Score Earned     Course Placement 
 
1-2      LS ENGL 0810 (no competencies met) 
 
3      LS ENGL 0810 (Competency 1 met) 
 
4-6      College-level Composition I 
      (English 1010) 
 

Scoring Criteria 
 

In applying these criteria, some points should be kept in mind: 
 

(a) Holistic scoring cannot be used reliably for assessment or placement if there is only one reader. 
(b) Major decisions about a writer’s ability based on a single sample of writing must be defensible; if 

there is serious doubt among the readers about which of two scores should be given, the most 
reliable way to decide is to retest, using another topic and allowing the writer more time. 

(c)      What readers are scoring are rough drafts, not essays; writers have not had    
           much time to reconsider or revise. 

 
 
SCORE OF 6 
 

 Essay addresses topic, maintains focus 
 Content is unified and coherent, progresses smoothly 
 Organization is clear throughout 
 Development is full 
 Examples are specific and relevant 
 Writer has sense of audience 
 Language is mature, appropriate, used well 
 Syntax is varied 
 Errors in grammar or mechanics are few, if any 

 
This essay is among the very best written on the topic.  It contains a clear  
thesis and is well-organized throughout.  Generalizations are supported with relevant details and explanations.  
Sentences demonstrate a mastery of basic grammar, as well as subordination, coordination, and parallel 
structure.  Diction is highly appropriate.  Punctuation, mechanics, and usage are almost always correct. 
 
***The difference between a 5 draft and a 6 is not the difference in quality between  
      superb writing and good writing.  The difference is one of lesser degree.  Both   
     drafts are very good; the 6, however, is slightly better, perhaps in tone, perhaps in  
     style. 
 



 
SCORE OF 5 
 

 Essay addresses topic, maintains focus 
 Content is unified, may lapse in logic and/or use of transitions 
 Organization is clear throughout, but paragraph indentations may be absent 
 Development is strong 
 Examples are specific and relevant 
 Writer has a sense of audience 
 Language is used confidently and correctly, is better than average 
 Syntax is varied 
 Errors in grammar or mechanics are few 

 
This essay is clearly an upper-half response to the topic.  It contains a thesis  
and is generally well-organized, including transitions between and within  
most paragraphs.  Most generalizations are supported with appropriate details and examples.  Sentence 
structure is generally correct, indicating some control of subordination, coordination, and parallel structure, 
although some errors may occur in especially complicated sentences.  Diction is appropriate.  Punctuation, 
mechanics, and usage are usually correct; whatever errors do occur are not particularly confusing to the reader. 
 
SCORE OF 4 
 

o Essay addresses topic 
o Content is unified, may lapse in control; transitions may not always be present 
o Organization is basic 
o Development is adequate 
o Examples are used but may not be detailed or vivid 
o There is a sense of audience 
o Language is appropriate, but there may be errors 
o There may be shifts in point of view 
o Syntax may fall into a pattern; there will probably not be much variety 
o There may be errors in grammar and/or mechanics, but they will not dominate  

nor interfere 
o Generally, this is a “safe” paper 

 
This essay is a slightly above-average response to the topic.  It contains a thesis  
and is fairly well-organized, although digressions or omissions may occur.  An attempt is made to support 
generalizations with appropriate details and examples.  While sentence structure is correct enough to be clear, 
it is often unsophisticated, with little use of subordination, coordination, or parallel structure.  Diction is usually 
appropriate, but some slang and regionalism may be present and vocabulary may be limited.  Agreement, tense, 
and possession are usually, although perhaps not always, correct.  Punctuation shows an understanding of 
sentence boundaries, but other punctuation may sometimes be nonstandard.  Spelling, including homonyms, is 
generally correct. 
 
***The movement from a score of 4 to a score of 3 is movement from more control to  
      less, from more development to less, from more sense of what discourse is and  
      does to less. 
 
SCORE OF 3 
 
This paper could fall into either of two types: 
 
(1)        It addresses the topic 

It is unified, but transitions are not always used 
Organization and development are characterized by simplicity 



Language and syntax combine to render an almost “childlike” quality 
The overall impression is one of simplicity 
There are errors in grammar and mechanics, but they do not dominate 

 
(2) It addresses the topic tangentially or implicitly 

It rambles without a clear pattern of development 
Examples may tend to be superficial or glossed over or used inappropriately 
There is virtually no sense of audience 
Language is used carelessly, not always appropriately 
It contains a pattern of errors in syntax 
It contains a pattern of errors in grammar and mechanics which may, at times,  

       dominate 
 
This essay is a slightly below-average response to the topic.  Although the  
connection to the prompt is apparent, the thesis is either missing or vague.  Most, but not all, paragraphs are 
underdeveloped and lacking in unity and coherence.  Transitions within and between paragraphs are also 
missing.  Sentence structure is monotonous and unsophisticated; few errors may occur because sentences are 
kept very simple, or there may be frequent errors in sentence punctuation.  Diction is often inappropriately 
informal, and vocabulary is often inexact.  Indirect and direct discourses are confused.  Common words are 
sometimes misspelled. 
 
SCORE OF 2 
 

 Topic may be addressed only implicitly 
 Essay rambles, is contradictory, or is circular 
 Development is weak at best 
 Examples either do not exist or are general, superficial 
 Vocabulary is restricted, language cliché ridden, garbled 
 There are serious problems with usage, sentence boundaries, grammar, and  

mechanics 
 
This essay is clearly a lower-half response to the topic.  Some attempt has been  
made to discuss the prompt, but ideas generally remain undeveloped.  Supporting details and examples are 
rare; repetition and irrelevancies are common.  Paragraph development is minimal.  Sentence structure is 
elementary and often unclear.  Diction is highly informal, more appropriate to conversation than to academic 
writing.  Sound-alike words are frequently confused, and vocabulary is juvenile.  Errors in punctuation, 
mechanics, and usage are common. 
 
 
SCORE OF 1 
 
This paper could fall into either of two types: 
 

1. It is so incomplete as to defy being scored 
 

2. It exhibits utter lack of direction, it exhibits serious problems with usage, sentence formation, 
grammar, and mechanics, or it may verge on incoherence 

 
This essay is among the weakest written on the topic.  It has no thesis or  
pattern of organization, and its connection to the prompt may not be apparent.  Errors in grammar, 
punctuation, mechanics, usage, and spelling are so frequent as to seriously distract the reader.  This grade is 
also given to any essay that is too brief to judge. 
 
 
 



 

Grading Scale: The grading system of Dyersburg State Community College, for LS Writing, is as follows: 
91 to 100 % = A 
81 to 90 % = B 
75 to 80 % = C 
Below 75 % = F (you must repeat the course) 
 
***NOTE: A letter grade of E (for Extended Time, signifying that you must repeat this course to achieve 
mastery of writing skills) may be given in lieu of F for those students who attend regularly, do all work, and try 
to actively learn. 

Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 
 
 
 

Due Date Assignment 

Week 1 Course Intro, Mastery Essay #1,  

Week 2 Prewriting  
Grammar: punctuation marks 

 

Week 3 Outlining and Paragraph Composing 

 Grammar: coordinating , subordinating, adverbial 
conjunctions 

Week 4 Revising and Moving from Paragraphs to Essays 
Grammar: transition words 

 

Week 5 Composing and Revising Essays, Effective 
Language 
Grammar: sentence errors (comma splice, fused 
and run-on sentences) 

 

Week 6 Mastery Essay #2 

 

Week 7 Writing Patterns- Description and Narration  
Grammar: Editing/Revising for Grammar Concerns 

Week 8 writing activities 

Week 9 writing activities 

Week 10 Mastery Essay #3 

Week 11 writing activities 

Week 12  writing activities   
Grammar Review & Practice Self Editing  

Week 13 Mastery Essay #4 (Exit Competency Mastery 
Essay/Last Chance Essay)  

 



Week 14  writing activities 

Week 15 Mastery Essay #5 (Final Exam Rough Draft & Final 
Copy 

Week 16 Mastery Essay #5 (Final Copy) 
 

Punctuality: A statement of course milestones to keep the students on track. 

Attendance Policy: View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 
http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy. 

Class Participation: • Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate specific content and to 
appeal to varying student learning styles.   

• Activities will include but are not restricted to: 
1. Lecture, class discussion, and lab time (2 hours/week) 
2. Small group discussion and small group activities 
3. Collaborative and Cooperative Learning activities 
4. Peer group collaboration 
5. Writing, revising, and editing paragraphs and essays 
6. In-class and out-of-class assignments 
7. READING, WRITING, AND THINKING 

Course Ground Rules 

General:  1. Students are expected to attend class and to be on time. Excessive absences will most likely 
result in failure of the course. Students who miss 3 M-W-F classes, 2 T-Th or M-W classes, or 1 
three-hour evening class are subject to failure.  

2. Students are expected to abide by College policies.  
3. Turn off cell phones and beepers during class time.  
4. Bring your books, syllabus, homework, paper and pen/pencil to every class meeting. 
5. Students are expected to turn assignments in on time.  
6. Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming to class. 
7. Students are expected to work in the lab and complete lab assignments. 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  
2. Include your name and course section 
3. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 

way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some 
cases.  

4. Use standard fonts.  
5. Do not send large attachments without permission.  
6. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 

avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  
7. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a lurker, 
then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new topic.  
3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/


discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  
4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 

entering your remarks.  
5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  
6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  
7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Web Resources: 1. Writing Class http://bedfordstmartins.com/yourwriting class  
2. Exercise Central http://berfordstmartins.com/exercisecentral 
 

Other Important Information 

Library Resources For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 
 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual Library. 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 
Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 
You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

Students With 
Disabilities: 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they 
may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by email and posted 
within the online course material. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally unavailable 
due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during the early 
morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, the 
College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to 
make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

Safety / Security Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual Security 
Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 
DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up for 
emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add your 
contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply 

http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/security
https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC


Implementation 
date approved by  
Instructional 
Council: 

Spring 2013 

 


