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Dyersburg State Community College 
Course Syllabus 
 
ENGLISH COMPOSITION I 
 
Course Number: English 1010  
Instructor:  Lacye Schmidt 
Email:   schmidt@dscc.edu 
Office Phone:  731-288-7749 
Cell Phone:  901-383-3309 
Office Hours:  MWF: 10:00 – 11:00 & 12:10 – 1:10 
   TR: 11:00 – 1:00 
 
COURSE (CATALOG) DESCRIPTION: 
Writing, revising, conferences, intensive reading for meaning and ways of expressing 
meaning; writing with emphasis on paragraph and essay organization, structure and style; 
attention to grammar and mechanics; the study of the short story and writing about short 
stories.  3 hours lecture.  (Prerequisite: DSPW 0800 or equivalent documented skill 
level.) 
 
Required Textbooks & Materials for ENGL 1010 
 
All students are required to purchase the following texts and materials: 
 

1. Criterion Registration Card, Criterion, ISBN 0-88685-382-6    New $15.00  
(Software) 
 

2. Subject & Strategy, Eschholz & Rosa, ISBN 0-312-61273-7        New $42.75 
Publisher: St Martins, Edition 12 
(Main text –chapters 1-10 used for ENGL 1010) 
 

3. Harbrace Essentials Package, Glenn, ISBN 978-1-1119-9758-8 New $45.75 
Publisher: Cengage 
(A code for access to an online workbook is included.) 
 

4. Loose leaf paper, pen, pencil, folder 
 

5. Flash drive –to save work 
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
The basic purpose of Composition I  is to foster development of skills in reading, writing, 
and thinking.  Moving from expressive, personal writing forms to analytic, expository 
forms of public, academic writing, at the successful completion of this course, students 
should be able to do the following: 
 

o Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of Standard 
English and basic organizational strategies.  

o Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through 
interpretive reading, analytical writing, and class discussion.    

o Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course readings.  
o Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and make 

appropriate revisions.  
o Read texts critically and analytically.  
o Gain an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, class 

discussion, and composition.   
 
OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS): 
• The Writing Process 
• Paragraphs 
• Thesis, Essay Structure 
• Grammar 
• Revising & Editing 
• Variety of Essay modes: Description, Narration, Comparison/Contrast, Illustration, 

Process Analysis, Division & Classification, and/or Definition. 
• Documentation (direct quotes, lead-ins, and parenthetical citation) 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY: 
Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate specific 
content and to appeal to varying student learning styles.   
 
GRADING: 
 
The grading system of Dyersburg State Community College English Department is as 
follows: 
 
91 to 100 % = A 
81 to 90 % = B 
71 to 80 % = C 
60 to 70% = D 
Below 60 % = F 
 
Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio: 
 
• Quizzes, Homework, Grammar, etc.    10% 
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• Short Writing Assignments & Drafts    15% 
• In-class Essays (2-3)      30% 
• Out-of-class Essays (2)      20% 
• Final Exam        25% 
        (In-class Post-test Essay, final draft & revision and   
          Objective department test on Grammar) 
                                                                                                            ----------- 
                                                                                                            100%   
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (EXPECTATIONS): 
1. Student Handbook:  Students are expected to abide by College policies.  Please see 

the Student Handbook in case there are questions. 
2. Attendance:  SEE POLICY BELOW. 
3. Tardiness:  Students are expected to be ON TIME.  Tardiness is disruptive and rude.  

Students MAY be denied entry at the discretion of the instructor. 
4. Electronic Devices:  Turn OFF cell phones and beepers during class time. Ear 

pieces must also be removed and put away.  If a personal emergency requires a 
student to have his or her cell phone on, the situation must be brought to the attention 
of the instructor before class begins, the phone must be set on vibrate, and the call 
must be taken outside the classroom.   

5. Missing/Late Work: SEE POLICY BELOW.  
6. Plaigiarism/Cheating:  SEE POLICY BELOW. 
7. FINAL EXAMS:  Students will be required to take the final examination on the 

specified day and time. 
 
 

MISSING/LATE WORK 
 
Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming to class as 
well as turn in assignments on time. 
Late papers will be accepted only at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Since students will submit all essays to D2L, papers are late if not turned in by the 
deadline listed in D2L.   
 
10 points per day WILL be deducted unless prior arrangements have been discussed and 
agreed upon by the instructor.  For example, if a paper is due on Monday, and your dog 
eats your flash drive before you have a chance to upload your paper on time to D2L, it 
will be considered LATE ONE DAY if you upload it after the deadline listed in D2L.  
The best grade you can get would be a 90. 
 
The student must contact the instructor about missing an exam.  It will be at the 
discretion of the instructor whether the exam can be made up.  And if the instructor 
agrees to allow a make-up, the student must do so at the time they agree to or receive a 
zero.  
 
No make-ups on quizzes, in-class assignments or class participation:  These 3 things 
constitute 20% of the course grade.   
 
 
 
 

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING 
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Plagiarism is INTENTIONALLY OR UNINTENTIONALLY stealing another person’s 
written work, including Internet sources, and presenting it as you own.  It is a form of 
cheating. According to Wikipedia, “Plagiarism is not a crime per se but is disapproved 
more on the grounds of moral offence, and cases of plagiarism can involve liability for 
copyright infringement.”  Copyright infringement cases can be costly.   
 
Therefore, any student who plagiarizes intentionally or unintentionally will automatically 
get a zero on that assignment and could potentially, at the discretion of the instructor, get 
an “F” for the course. 
 
Anyone who cheats on an exam will automatically earn a zero for the assignment and at 
the discretion of the instructor, receive an “F” in the course.   
 

GENERAL CLASS BEHAVIOR 
 
ALL students should come to class fully ready to participate in class discussions.  Please 
have your books, supplies, assignments, etc., out and ready for class to begin when it is 
time to begin. 
 
Most college students are over 18 and therefore considered by law, adults.  All laws that 
apply to adults outside the classroom apply TO ALL PEOPLE INSIDE the classroom; 
therefore, no physical violence will be permitted, no guns, etc.  If you can go to jail for 
doing it out there, don’t do it in here! 
 
Additionally, we want the environment in our classroom to be one that will encourage 
learning.  If the instructor considers your behavior not to be conducive to learning, you 
may be asked to leave and the absence will be counted against you. 
 
This means YOU being encouraging to others regarding learning, coming to class 
CLEAN and dressed so that others can focus on learning and not on YOU, paying 
attention and contributing to LEARNING and not doing, saying, acting, looking at, or in 
general causing others to do things that would keep them from LEARNING.   
 
Rude or discourteous talk toward anyone in the classroom will not be permitted and is 
grounds for dismissal by the instructor.   
 
BOTTOM LINE: BE COURTEOUS TO EVERYONE IN CLASS.  

 
CELL PHONES & OTHER DEVICES 

 
Cell phones and other devices must be turned off and put away during class.   
Calls must never be answered in the classroom.    
 
Texting is not permitted during class because it is distracting to others and causes 
the one texting to not fully participate in class discussions.                                  
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DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

I. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for 
class attendance. 

II. Scope 
  This policy applies to all credit courses (on ground and online). 

III. Policy 
 
Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from 
the classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  
Dyersburg State Community College has established the following Class 
Attendance Policy which is applicable to all students attending classes both in 
person and online. 
 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online 
course for which a student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 
 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an 
absence from class or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will 
determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in 

any missed class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept 
makeup work for the class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class 

that meets three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused 
absences from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly in a three 
(3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do 
not participate in an online course for one week will be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 
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6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may 
also be reported as “stopped attending.” 

 
7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of 

current and future financial aid. 
 

8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a 
“stopped attending” designation is reported or if continued, regular 
attendance proves impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw 
from a course by the deadline listed in the Academic Calendar will result 
in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact eligibility for future financial 
aid and/or continued enrollment. 

 
9. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from 

having a more restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an 
individual class. 

 
IV. Compliance 
    All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 

V. Definitions 
   The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 

 
VI. Revision History 

This policy was reviewed by the Faculty Assembly and approved by the 
Administrative Council in spring 2011.   


	Course Syllabus
	ENGLISH COMPOSITION I
	I. Purpose
	II. Scope
	III. Policy
	IV. Compliance
	V. Definitions
	VI. Revision History


