
English 1010 Composition I Spring 2013 

Dr. William Northcutt 

northcutt@dscc.edu (Do not email me through D2L—I do not check that email 
often). 

OFFICE HOURS 

Office No. ____Glover 255__ 

 

Days Time Time 

Monday 10-11 12:15-1:15 

Tuesday 8:30-9:30am 12:45-1:45 

Wednesday 10-11 12:15-1:15 

Thursday 8:30-9:30 12:45-1:45 

Friday 8-9 10-11 

 

Ways to succeed in this course: 

 Do a diligent job of reading all the assignments.  Quizzes will occur without 
warning. 

 Show some interest in your writing homework.  If it’s boring to you, it’s 
going to be boring to your reader(s). 

 Come to class regularly and be on time: don’t miss more than a couple of 
classes, or it will hurt your participation grade. 

 Be prepared to discuss readings in class.  No one has all the answers, so your 
input is important. 

 Never text in class.  Turn off your phone.  I will ask you to leave if you 
text during class. 

 Complete all assignments. In order to pass the class, you must complete 
final drafts of all four essays.  Late essays will not be accepted. 



 Don’t chat to classmates unless we’re doing group work, and don’t disrupt 
the class. 

 Do not plagiarize.  This or any other kind of cheating will result in a grade of 
0 and may cause you to fail the class.  There are no second chances.  
Plagiarism happens whenever you borrow the words or ideas of another 
source without giving proper credit to that source. 

 Enjoy what we’re reading: the readings offer you a good chance to expand 
your mind.  Look at this as a chance to do some real learning. 

 

1. January 17, 18 
 
Introduction / Syllabus / Course Schedule 
 

2. January 21-25 (MLK day on 21st, no class meetings) 

 Pretest 

 The Reading Process 
 

3. January 28-February 1 

 The Writing Process 

 Description and the Thesis 
 

4. February 4-8 

 Introductions and Conclusions 

 Narrative 

 Topic Sentences 

 Rough Drafts of Essay 1 Due in Criterion 
 

5. February 11-15 

 10 Common Grammar Errors 

 Transitions 
 

6. February 18-22 

 Varying Sentence Structure 



 Punctuation 

 Illustration / Using Examples 

 Final Drafts of Essay 1Due in D2L (DSCC Online Class) 
 

 
7. February 25-March 1 

 Illustration / Using Examples 
8. March 4-8 

 Writers on Writing 

 Essay 2 To Be Written in Class, Due in Criterion 
 

9. March 11-15 (spring break, no classes) 
 

10. March 18-22 

 Comparison / Contrast 

 Essay 2 Due in D2L 
 

 
11. March 25-29 (no classes on 28,29) 

 Comparison / Contrast 
 

12. April 1-5 

 Rough Draft of Essay 3 Due in Criterion 
 Process Analysis 
 

13. April 8-12 

 Process Analysis 
 

14. April 15-19 

 Process Analysis 

 Final Draft of Essay 3 Due in D2L 

 Essay 4 To Be Written in Class, in Criterion 
 

15. April 22-26 



 Essay 4 Due in D2L 

 

16. April 29-May 3 

 Begin Work on Final Exam 
 

17. May 6 Last day of classes; Final Exams this week. 
 

Final Exam Schedule for Spring 2013 
If your class meets at this time… then the date and time of your exam is… 
MWF or MW 6:55 a.m. Friday, May 10 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
MWF or MW 8:00 a.m. Wednesday, May 8 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
MWF or MW 9:05 a.m. Wednesday, May 8 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m. 
MWF or MW 10:10 a.m. Friday, May 10 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m. 
MWF or MW 11:15 a.m. Wednesday, May 8 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
MWF or MW 12:20 p.m. Friday, May 10 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
MWF or MW 1:25 p.m. Wednesday, May 8 2:45 – 4:45 p.m. 
MWF or MW 2:30 p.m. Friday, May 10 2:45 – 4:45 p.m. 
MWF or MW 4:05 p.m. Thursday, May 9 2:45 – 4:45 p.m. 
MW 4:40 or 5:00 p.m. Monday, May 6 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Monday 6:20 or 6:35 p.m. Monday, May 6 7:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
Wednesday 6:20 or 6:35 p.m. Wednesday, May 8 7:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
Friday 6:20 or 6:35 p.m. Friday, May 10 TBA 
T/R 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, May 7 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
T/R 9:35 a.m. Thursday, May 9 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
T/R 11:10 a.m. Tuesday, May 7 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m. 
T/R 12:45 p.m. Thursday, May 9 10:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m. 
T/R 2:20 p.m. Thursday, May 9 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 
T/R 3:55 p.m. Tuesday, May 7 2:45 – 4:45 p.m. 
T/R 4:40 or 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 7 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:20 or 6:35 p.m. Tuesday, May 7 7:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
Thursday 6:20 or 6:35 p.m. Thursday, May 9 7:15 – 9:15 p.m. 
Saturday Saturday, May 11 TBA 



If your class meeting time is not listed, consult your instructor for the exam 
time. 

How to Flourish in Your Writing 

(Plus Three Writing Prompts) 

By Natalie Goldberg 

An excellent way to feel fully free and really flourish in your writing is to develop 
a sweetheart inside you that encourages you and, most importantly, counteracts 
your monkey mind or inner editor or critic. 

My sweetheart isn't very complicated. As I write and hear from the critic — who 
says something along the lines of, "Nat, this is stupid, you are dumb, what you are 
writing makes no sense" — my sweetheart says something along the lines of, "It's 
OK, Nat, keep going. Keep going. Like a swimmer, you've got to do those laps." 

Keep your sweetheart simple. I know how complicated a critic can be, but if the 
sweetheart gets complicated, too, then your two voices will start battling and 
arguing, which is a waste of your time. Don't give the critic something to latch 
onto. Keep it simple; keep writing. 

And of course, you have to be free to write the worst sh*t in America in order to 
write something good. It's better to keep your hand moving for ten minutes or a 
half hour than think for a half hour and have three crossed out words. If you've 
read Wild Mind, you know what I always say: keep the hand moving, don't think, 
lose control, say what you want to say not what you think you should say. 

And use detail. It's not a tree but a sycamore, not car but Cadillac, not a horse but a 
palomino. But listening to your sweetheart, do not chastise yourself if you write 
"city" as opposed to "New Mexico." You can always come back a week later and 
define your city, specifying London or Omaha. 

Always have great kindness for yourself. Look over your shoulder: there is no one 
there. No one cares if you write. It has to come from you, from your effort. There 
is no hierarchy in writing; you elbow your way into the lineage by your human 
effort. It is democratic and should be in the declaration of independence — the 
right to liberty, justice, the pursuit of happiness, and writing. Only human beings 
write. Clouds don't, ants don't. 



It is your human right to know your own mind and write your own words. Let your 
life shine. Tell your dark and dirty, mysterious, bloody, real, and glorious story. 

Tell your story of love and loneliness. Tell about the moon, the night you realized 
you were not going to be a doctor, the morning you had to admit you wanted to 
write more than anything. Tell how you are scared and what you love to eat, your 
first kiss and your last. As Jack Kerouac said: be submissive to everything, open, 
listening. Accept loss forever. Write in amazement of yourself. What about rain 
and no-rain and the street you live on? What about sickness and ice cream? And 
don't forget what you lust for. 

Let yourself be alive. This is your one true life. I don't know about any other. 

With your sweetheart in tow, use these three ten-minute writing prompts to write 
right here, right now: 

1. Tell me everything you remember about third grade. If you don't remember 
anything begin by telling me that. 

2. Give me memories of red, but don't say the word red, use words that 
engender red in the mind, for instance, rose, fire, beets. 

3. What do you regret? Be specific. 

© 2011 Natalie Goldberg. Republished with permission from Open Road Media 
from Natalie Goldberg's Facebook page. 

 

 


