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Dyersburg State Community College 
Course Syllabus 
Spring 2013 
        
English Composition I 
Course Number: English 1010 02 
Instructor: Ms. Franckowiak, Associate Professor of English 
Classroom:  Glover 200 
Days:   Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
Time:  11:15-12:10 p.m. 
Credit Hours: Three (3)  
 
Getting in touch with me 
My office phone number is (731) 286-3375   (Email: andrea@dscc.edu) 
My office is in Glover, Suite 259, Room 256 (main campus) 
My office hours are: 

 Monday:  12:30-2:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday:  8:30-9:30 and 11:30-2:30 p.m. 
 Wednesday: 9:00-10:00 a.m. and 12:30-2:30 p.m.   
 Thursday:  8:30-9:30 and 11:00-12:00 p.m. 
 Friday:  9:00-10:00 a.m. and by appointment                   

*If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to contact me. 

 
COURSE (CATALOG) DESCRIPTION: 

This course focuses on writing, revising, intensive reading for meaning 
and ways of expressing meaning; writing with emphasis on paragraph 
and essay organization, structure and style; attention to grammar and 
mechanics; and the further use of critical thinking skills in the application 
of rhetorical modes.  3 hours lecture.  (Prerequisite: DSPW 0800 & 
DSPR 0800 or equivalent documented skill level.) 

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
The basic purpose of Composition I is to foster development of skills in 
reading, writing, and thinking.  Moving from expressive, personal writing 
forms to analytic, expository forms of public, academic writing, at the 
successful completion of this course students should be able to: 
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o Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of Standard 

English and basic organizational strategies.  
o Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through 

interpretive reading, analytical writing, and class discussion.    
o Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course readings.  
o Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and make 

appropriate revisions.  
o Read texts critically and analytically.  
o Express an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, class 

discussion, and composition.   
 
OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS): 
 The Writing Process 
 Paragraphs 
 Thesis, Essay Structure 
 Grammar 
 Revising & Editing 
 Variety of Essay modes: Description, Narration, Comparison/Contrast, 

Illustration, Process Analysis, Division & Classification, and/or Definition. 
 Documentation (direct quotes, lead-ins, and parenthetical citation) 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY: 
Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate  
specific content and to appeal to varying student learning styles.   
Activities will include but are not restricted to: 

1. Lecture and class discussion 
2. Small group discussion and small group activities 
3. Peer group collaboration 
4. Computer, writing lab,  and LRC use 
5. Writing, revising, and editing paragraphs and essay 
6. Written responses and summaries from reading assignments 
7. In-class and out-of-class assignments 
8. READING, WRITING, AND THINKING 

 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (EXPECTATIONS): 
1. Students are expected to attend class and to be on time. 
      Excessive absences will most likely result in failure of the course.   
2. Students are expected to abide by College policies. 
3. Turn off cell phones during class time.   
        I do not want to see cell phones out for any reason! 
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4. Students are expected to turn assignments in on time. 
5. Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work  
      before coming to class. 
6. Students will be required to take the final examination on the  
      specified day and time. 

 

Deadlines for Papers and other Rules 
 

A good rule to follow is to hand in your work on time.   
There are No “Make-ups.” 

 
ABOUT REGULAR HOMEWORK 
 Regular homework assignments are due on the due date, at the 

beginning of class. 
 If you are going to be absent, send your homework with someone else, 

email or fax it, or turn it in early.   
 
ABOUT MAJOR PAPERS  

 Unless written in-class, papers will be submitted to the drop box of 
our D2L shell.  Due dates and times are clearly indicated in the drop 
box area and usually offer extra time past the class meeting for 
submission. 

 No late work will be taken without previous arrangements and 
approval from me. 

 Major writing assignments (papers) lose a grade for every day late 
without previous arrangements and approval from me. 

 
ABOUT IN-CLASS WORK 
 All in-class quizzes, assignments and graded work cannot be made up; 

if you are absent, you miss that class and all that takes place during 
class unless previous arrangements are made with me. 

 On occasion, it will be necessary for a completed assignment to be 
brought to class for that day’s activity.  If you do not bring your work 
you will lose credit for doing it – even if you do complete it later, which 
you will have to do.   

 
If you are having a problem, the best rule to follow is to talk to the teacher. 
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Written work 
 
 You must keep all writing that you do in this course, all assignments that 

you do in this course, and all handouts that you receive in this course.   
 
 All of these materials must be kept in a folder or a binder in an orderly 

fashion. 
 

Out of class papers, writings, and homework  
MUST BE TYPED, using 14-font size, and be double spaced 

 
GRADING: 

 
The grading system of the Dyersburg State Community College English 
Department is as follows: 
 
91 to 100 % = A 
81 to 90 % = B 
71 to 80 % = C 
60 to 70% = D 
Below 60 % = F 
 
 Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio: 
 
 Quizzes, Homework, Grammar &    

Short Writing Assignments    25% 
 In-class Essays (2)     30% 
 Out-of-class Essays (2)     20% 
 Final Exam       25% 
        (In-class Post-test Essay, final draft & revision) 
                                                                                                                 ----------- 
                                                                                                                   100% 
**If these percentages change, I will let you know. 
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Required Textbooks & Materials for ENGL 1010 
 
All students are required to purchase the following texts and materials: 
 

1. Criterion Registration Card, Criterion, ISBN 0-88685-382-6    New $15.00  
(Software) 
 

2. Subject & Strategy, Eschholz & Rosa, ISBN 0-312-61273-7        New $42.75 
Publisher: St Martins, Edition 12 
(Main text –chapters 1-10 used for ENGL 1010) 
 

3. Harbrace Essentials Package, Glenn, ISBN 978-1-1119-9758-8 New $29.75 
Publisher: Cengage 
 

4. Loose leaf paper, pen, pencil, folder 
 

5. Flash drive –to save work 
 

MORE EXPECTATIONS: 
 
*Presence 

 Much of the value in a writing course consists of your regular attendance and 
class participation. A good deal of the real work of the course will go on in 
class, and when you miss a day you will often have missed not just hearing a 
lecture but actually doing an assignment; furthermore, when you miss a day, 
you often miss an in class quiz.  Therefore, I am telling you on the front end 
that more than ONE WEEK of absences will result in you earning an 
unacceptable grade or failing grade in this course.  Keep in mind that 
absences mean zeros in the grade book.  Not attending is a very easy way to 
fail the course.  Fifteen weeks is not a long period of time, so decide right now 
whether you want to take and complete this course or not.  You are either here 
or you are not.  If you are not in class, you cannot learn the skills necessary to 
complete this course!   

 
 If you know you are going to absent, or after you have missed class, it is best to get in 

touch with a classmate to find out exactly what we were doing. 
 

Classmate’s Name  Phone # 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3.   
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 Do not snowball the effect of an absence by neglecting to do the work for the next 

day’s class.  Not staying updated as to the work we are doing as well as what is due is 
your fault.  You are the student, so please act like one and take responsibility for the 
work that is due. 

 
 Do not ever miss a class because you have not finished a paper or assignment.  Being 

absent is far worse. 
 

*Being on-time to class 
 

 There is no excuse for being late to class.  I am on time; you need to 
be on time too.  If you have a problem being on time, this class will 
help you fix your problem.  When you are not here, what you miss 
in class becomes your problem and a zero in the grade book.   

 

 THERE ARE NO “MAKE-UPS.” 
 
GUIDELINES FOR ANY MATERIALS THAT ARE HANDED-IN 
 
1. All handed-in work must be on loose leaf paper - - no rough, torn or frayed edges 
 
2. All handed-in work must have the appropriate heading/label (see sample) 
 
3. All handed-in work must be stapled if the work is longer than one page 
 
4. All out-of-class Papers and homework MUST be typed, 14 size font, double spaced  
 
 
SAMPLE HEADING for Assignments 
 
Andrea Franckowiak    (Name) 
January 18, 2013    (Date) 
ENGL 1010-02    (Our class) 
Day 1 Homework: Definitions  (Assignment) 
 
 This is a sample of the heading that needs to appear at the top of any given 
assignment that you will hand in to me.  If the assignment does not have this 
heading/label at the top, I will not accept it.  This heading is not needed if a title page 
is required.  A title page will have this information instead of the top of the first page 
of an assignment. 


