
English 1010 Composition I Spring 2011 
 
Dr. William Northcutt 
Glover 255 
Tel 286-3372 (I prefer email at the address below). 
Email: northcutt@dscc.edu 
 
Office Hours: 
Gibson County Campus: MWF 9-10am (GCC), 12:20-1:20 (Dyersburg) 
Dyersburg Campus: TR 8:30-9:30, 11-12:30 (Dyersburg) 
 
 
Required Texts and Materials 

1. Nadell, Judith et al.  The Longman Reader: Brief Edition.  8th edition. 
2. Clines, Raymond H. and Elizabeth R. Cobb.  Research Writing Simplified: A Documentation 

Guide.  6th ed.  
ISBN 13: 978-0-205-68531-8 and ISBN 10: 0-205-68531-5 (use both numbers). 

3. Emery, Donald W. et al.  English Fundamentals: Custom Edition for Engl 1010 Course.  
ISBN 13:  978-0-558-38579-8 and ISBN 10: 0-558-38579-6  (available only at our 
bookstore). 

4. A college-level dictionary. 
5. Paper and pen for in-class writing assignments. 
6. A flash drive 

 
Rules 

• You must write each assignment in order to receive credit in this class. 
• If you cannot make it to class, you must get your homework to me. 
• I don’t need to see Dr.’s excuses.  If you miss more than 4 classes, your final grade may be 

lowered. 
• Late papers will lose points. 
• Only properly-formatted homework, MLA style, will be accepted 
• Type font should be Times New Roman, 12 pt. type. 
• Bring your course schedule / assignment sheets to every meeting. 
• Kill your cell phone. I don’t ever want to see them out in class. No texting, no talking. 
• Stay on task: Private conversations and other disruptions are rude and distracting to me and 

the other students. 
• Quizzes take place immediately after I take roll.  If you come in after the quiz begins, you 

cannot take it.  Quizzes cannot be made-up. 
• Let’s put these rules in their place, and let’s have a great time writing. 
 
Your grades: 

20%  Essay 1 

20% Essay 2 

mailto:northcutt@dscc.edu


25% Essay 3 

15% Participation / Quizzes / Short Writings / Homework 

10% In-Class Essay A 

10% In-Class Essay B (final exam) 

_________________________________________ 

 

A - 91-100 

B - 81-90 

C – 71-80 

D – 65-70 

F – 64 or below. 

 
 
Course Schedule 
 
*Note: Other Assignments will be added to this schedule.  The schedule is subject to change. 
Week Reading Writing  and Grammar 

Assignments 
1. First week, no class 

meeting 
  

2. Jan. 17, 19 
No class meeting on 
Monday—MLK Day 

Introduction, Thesis, and 
Course Schedule 

In-Class essay, for evaluation. 

3. Jan. 24, 26 Longman Reader (LR):   
Read “Description” (72-80) 
Read Angelou (87ff) 

English Fundamentals (EF):  
Read Chapter 7 (61ff); do 
Exercise 7 (67ff) 

4. Jan. 31, Feb 2 LR:   
Read “Narration” (112-123) 
Read Orwell (133ff) 

Rough draft of essay 1 is due 
on Wednesday 
 
EF:  Read Chapter 13 (137ff); 
do Exercise 13 (143ff) 

5. Feb. 7, 9  Final draft of essay 1 is due 
by Wednesday evening—
remember: it has to be a 
doc, docx, or rtf file. 
 
EF:  Read Chapter 17 (179ff); 
Do Practice Sheet 17 (183ff); 



Do Exercise 17A (187ff) 
6. Feb. 14, 16 LR: 

Read “Comparison-Contrast” 
(258-269) 
Read Weiner (274ff) 

EF:  Read Chapter 18 (189ff); 
Do Practice Sheet 18 (193ff); 
Do Exercise 18A (197ff) 

7. Feb. 21, 23 Research Writing Simplified 
(RWS): 
Read C3, look over C4 and C5 

EF:  Read “Check Sheet”  
(221ff). Do Exercise 18B 
(199ff) 
 
Rough Draft of Essay 2 Due 

8. Feb. 28, Mar. 2 RWS:  
Read S1-S2 
Read Q1-Q3 
Do the exercises in Q4 and Q5 

Final Draft of Essay 2 Due 
by Wednesday 

9. Mar. 7, 9 
No class meetings this 
week—Spring Break 

  

10. Mar. 14, 16 LR: 
Read “Definition” (324ff) 
Read Angier (343ff) 

EF:  Read Chapter 21 (223ff); 
Do Exercise 21 (233ff) 
 
In-Class Essay A: Use of 
Quotations 

11. Mar. 21, 23 LR: 
Read Hulbert (350ff) 

EF:  Read Chapter 22 (235ff); 
Do Exercise 22 (241ff) 
 
Proposal for Essay 3 due 

12. Mar. 28, 30 Handout: Argumentation 
 
LR:  
Read Quindlin (399ff) 

EF:  Read Chapter 23 (243ff); 
Do Exercise 23 (251ff) 

13. Apr. 4, 6 LR:   
Read Garibaldi (403ff) 
Read Kimmel (410ff) 

EF:  Read Chapter 24 (253ff): 
Do Exercise 24 (259ff) Rough 
Draft of Essay 3 Due 

14. Apr. 11, 13  EF:  Read Chapter 25 (265ff); 
Do Exercise 25 (271ff) 
 
 

15. Apr. 18, 20  EF:  Read Chapter 26 (273ff); 
Do Exercises 26 (287ff) 
 
Final Draft of Essay 3 Due 

16. Apr. 25, 27   
17. May 2—last day of classes .  Final Exam: Wednesday, 

May 4, 2:45-4:45 
In-Class Essay B 

 
 



Out of Class Essay Assignments 
 
When you upload your essays, I will get an originality report from Turn it In.  It will alert me if 
the essay is plagiarized. 

 

Essay 1: Personal Experience 

Using narrative and description, write a 3 page essay on one of the following topics: 

• In “Sister Flowers,” Maya Angelou uses specific detail and description in order to 
examine a part of her life.  One reason her story is effective is that it uses these details 
and descriptions in order to examine a significant event: when Mrs. Flowers recognizes 
Margarite and values her.  Angelou’s uses her details to make this moment meaningful.  
For example, the more she emphasizes Mrs. Flowers’s elevated social position, the more 
valuable is the lady’s judgment of Margarite.  In your essay, tell the story of an incident 
in which someone recognized you for your value (I don’t mean a public recognition).  
Conversely, you may have been Mrs. Flowers to some Margarite: if so, you may tell that 
story instead. 
 

• If you choose this topic, think of a place in nature that you like.  Describe the place.  If it 
holds some kind of connection to a significant event that happened to you, make that 
clear in the essay and use narrative techniques.  You might also examine why you like 
this place so much.  Remember the student’s descriptive essay in the Longman Reader.  
You’ll want to use description to make the place come alive.  Be creative when you 
examine the meaning of the place to you—and the meaning you create for the reader.  
What does your choice of this place say about you?  Does it mirror you in some way?  
Does it contrast with you in some way? 
 

Steps: 

1. Assignment.  Whichever topic you choose, make sure that you understand the assignment.  
Read it carefully.  Ask me questions, during or after class. 

2. Invention.  Use listing, brainstorming, clustering, or freewriting to come up with the subject.  
If you take topic 1, you might begin by thinking of people who have valued you.  Next, you 
might think of a significant event in which you are valued by a particular person.  You might 
also begin to brainstorm on things you could describe that will help you to tell your story.  If 
you chose to write about a place in nature, you’ll want to begin by coming up with several 
places, then narrow it down to the one you think you can write best about.  You’ll want to 
write down all the possible places, then narrow it to one.  You might continue by writing 
down all the particulars of the place you choose. 

3. Thesis and Organization.  Decide on a thesis or dominant impression.  Then decide which 
descriptions and details you are going to use.  Using a formal or informal outline, arrange all 
of your ideas so that you’ll have a guide to writing the essay. 

4. Rough draft.  Now it’s time to write your rough draft.  You may write several drafts before 
you’ve finished. 



5. Take your peer and professor reviews of your essay and decide what to revise, what to keep. 
6. Revise the larger elements—thesis, content, structure. 
7. Revise grammatical elements. 
8. Submit your paper to me via the DSCC Online Classes web page. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Essay 2: Comparison-Contrast 
 
Using a combination of comparison and contrast, write a 3-page essay on one of the following 
topics: 
 

• Analyze the lyrics of two different singers / groups.  What do their lyrics mean, and what 
do the differences say about the artists.  When you quote song lyrics, quote only small 
sections.  Do not analyze big blocks of text.  Instead, quote small sections, and “read” 
those. 
 

• Analyze the differences and similarities between two types of people whose categories 
you define.  Be creative.  Dig into the comparison and contrast and make the reader see 
the importance of the differences or similarities.  Choose a subject that matters. 
 

• Analyze two sports or other activities that are similar but surprisingly very different.  
Discuss those differences and what they mean. 

 
 
 
 
Essay 3: Argumentation 
 
Using argumentative strategies, analyze an issue, take a side, and write a 4-page essay.  Your job 
is not to present a solution, but just to argue for one side of a very specific issue.  Your essay 
should show originality of thought, an ability to use definition and comparison and contrast, and 
presentational creativity. 
 
Proposal: For this assignment, you will need to submit a proposal for my approval.  Submit your 
proposal to me in writing: it should include a paragraph which explains to me the issue you’re 
writing about, its importance, and the side you are going to take.   


