
ENGLISH 1010 – COMPOSITION 1 

Course Syllabus – SPRING 2014 
 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course focuses on writing, revising, intensive reading for meaning and ways of expressing 
meaning; writing with emphasis on paragraph and essay organization, structure, and style; attention 
to grammar and mechanics; and the further use of critical thinking skills in the application of 
rhetorical modes. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

• Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of Standard English and basic 
organizational strategies. 

• Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through interpretive reading, 
analytical writing, and class discussion.  

• Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course readings. 
• Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and make appropriate 

revisions. 
• Read texts critically and analytically. 
• Express an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, class discussion, and 

composition. 

Prerequisites: READ 0810 and ENGL  0810 

Course Topics: • The Writing Process 
• Paragraphs 
• Thesis, Essay Structure 
• Grammar 
• Revising and Editing 
• Variety of Essay Modes:  Description, Narration, Comparison/Contrast, Illustration, Process 

Analysis, Division and Classification, and/or Definition  
• Documentation (direct quotes, lead-ins, and parenthetical citation) 

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

• Students are expected to attend class and to be on time. 
• Excessive absences will most likely result in failure of the course. 
• Students are expected to abide by College policies. 
• Students are expected to turn off cell phones and beepers during class time. 
• Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming to class as well 

as turn in assignments on time. 
• Students will be required to take the final examination on the specified day and time. 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

1.  Writing Intensive, Maimon, Patterns for a Purpose, Clouse, and Connect Software (package),  ISBN       

      978-1-2594-0821-2.     New:  $135.71 

      Publisher: McGraw-Hill 

2.  Loose leaf paper, pen, pencil, folder 

3.  Flash drive to save work 

   

Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook. 

Supplementary 
Materials: 

None 

http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore


Software 
Requirements: 

No additional software 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: Ms. Vivia Kay Wall 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

Office Phone:  286-3356 

Office: Glover 257 (inside Glover 259) 

Email address:  wall@dscc.edu 

 To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Office Hours/Virtual 
Office Hours: 

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

I will make every attempt to respond to course email within 36 hours during the work week, though it 
may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet the stated response 
time. 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: Writing is the major component of this class; however, when exams are given, they may include any 
or all the following:  multiple choice, true and false, short answer, and discussion questions.  Quizzes 
may be given at any time and are not always announced.  There are no make-ups for missed quizzes. 

Grading Procedures: A detailed statement of how grades are related to or reflective of the expected learning outcomes.  

• Quizzes, Homework, Grammar, attendance, etc.                    = 10% 

• Short Writing Assignments, Exams                                             = 15% 

• Essays                                                                                               = 50%               

• Final Exam                                                                                      = 25% 

       (Post-test essay and possibly an objective exam) 

   The grading system of the Dyersburg State Community College English Department is  as follows: 

91 to 100%   =  A 

81 to 90%  =  B 

71 to 80%  =  C 

60 to 70%  =  D 

Below 60%  =  F 



Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 

Assignments are 
subject to change at 
the discretion of the 
instructor.  Students 
will be notified of 
changes.  Quizzes 
may be added at any 
time.   

*There will be no 
make-ups for missed 
quizzes.   

*All reading 
assignments are to 
be completed 
outside of class prior 
to the assignment 
date. 

*Students should 
bring both the 
primary text and the 
handbook (Writing 
Intensive) to every 
class. 

*Some assignments 
may require more 
time than indicated 
in the schedule;  
adjustments to the 
schedule will be 
made accordingly. 

All essays will be 
submitted to the 
D2L dropbox; paper 
copies may also be 
required. 

Due Date Assignment 

Week 1 Introduction to the class and D2L; in-class 
assessment (pre-test-) essay (essay may be 
delayed until Week 2).  Introduce Connect 
software.  Reading  assignment for week 2: 
Patterns for a Purpose: Ch. 1, "Critical Reading." 
Read the entire chapter. 

Week 2 Patterns for a Purpose:  Ch. 1, "Critical Reading."  
Begin chapter 2 if time permits.  Writing Intensive, 
Parts 6, 7, and 8 as needed throughout the rest of 
the semester. 

Week 3 Chapters 2 and 3 in Patterns. Work in Writing 
Intensive as needed.  Introduce MLA 
documentation. 

Week 4 Chapter 5, "Description," pp. 119 to 139.  
Essay/poetry readings from this chapter will be as 
follows:  "The Homestead on Rainy Mountain 
Creek," by N. Scott Momaday, p. 140;  "World at 
Dawn: The Pleasure of Life Rekindled," by Diane 
Ackerman, p. 145; "The Vietnam Wall," by Alberto 
Riós, p. 176. Descriptive essay assignment. 

Week 5 Ch. 6, “Narration," pp. 181 – 198.   Essay reading 
will be as follows: "Salvation," by Langston 
Hughes, p. 203; "The Poncho Bearer," by Hogn 
Schwartz, p. 212; and "The Ring Leader," by 
Natalie Kusz, p. 217. 

Week 6 Continue Ch. 6.  Essay assignment: narrative 
essay. Continue work on documentation and 
grammar as needed.  Look over exemplification as 
a pattern in Ch. 7, p. 233.    

Week 7 Read Ch. 9, "Comparison-Contrast," pp. 349-366.  
Essay readings will be as follows: "Grant and Lee: 
A Study in Contrasts," by Bruce Catton, p. 367; 
"Never Do That to a Book," by Anne Fadiman, p. 
373;"Squeaky Wheels and Protruding nails: Direct 
and Indirect Speech," by Deborah Tannen,p. 393; 
"Anglo vs. Chicano: Why?", by Arthur L. Cmpa, p. 
402. 

Week 8 Continue previous assignments as well as work on 
grammar as necessary.  Work on writing with 
sources using MLA documentation. 

Week 9 Continue previous assignments.  Comparison-
contrast essay assignment. 

Week 10 Read Ch. 12, "Definition," pp. 523-535.  
Essay/poetry readings are as follows: "Caring for 
Your Introvert," by Jonathan Rauch, p. 541; "What 
Is Poverty?," by Jo Goodwin Parker, p. 546; " The 
Art of Failure," by Malcom Gladwell, p. 551; "I 
Remember Masa," by José Antonio Burciaga, p. 
562; and "Immigrants," by Pat Mora, p. 567. 



Week 11 Continue previous assignment.  Definition essay 
assignment. 

Week 12 Continue with assignments from week 11.   

Week 13 Complete assignments from weeks 11 and 12.   

Week 14 Work on post-test essay (final).  Continue work on 
documentation. 

Week 15 Continue work on final essay.  Complete any 
remaining assignments.   

Week 16 Finals 
 

Punctuality: This course will move students from the basics of essay writing through various rhetorical modes with 
attention to grammar and documentation.  Students are expected to keep pace with assignments as 
directed, completing and submitting work in a timely manner. 

Attendance Policy: View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy. 

Class Participation: Students are expected to participate in all classroom activities.  Following absences, it is the student’s 
responsibility to get class notes from another student.  Make-ups will not be given for missed quizzes.    
Students should contact the instructor when they are going to miss a class or to schedule a make-up 
exam.  All students are expected to make full use of class periods spent in the Academic Success 
Center; they are expected to utilize Connect software throughout the semester.   

Course Ground Rules 

General:  Students are expected to adhere to the following ground rules: 

1. Attend class regularly and participate in the class.  

2. Be on time. 

3. Check class email on D2L for announcements or communications from the instructor.   

4. Learn how to navigate within the course management system (D2L).  

5. Read and follow directions for assignments posted on D2L.  

6. Read all information posted by the instructor in D2L. 

7. Submit all essays to the dropbox in D2L; submit essays by the deadline. 

8. Maintain academic integrity.  Plagiarized material will result in a 0 for the assignment 
or failure of the class. 

9. Use your assigned college email address as opposed to a personal email address 
when communicating with instructors.  

10. Take part in any discussions posted under the discussion tool in D2L. 

 

 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  

2. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 
way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some 
cases.  

3. Use standard fonts.  

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/


4. Do not send large attachments without permission.  

5. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 
avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  

6. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a lurker, 
then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new topic.  

3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 
discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  

4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 
entering your remarks.  

5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  

6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  

7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Web Resources: www.owl.english.purdue.edu/owl  

Other Important Information 

Library Resources For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual Library. 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 

Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

Students With 
Disabilities: 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they 
may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by D2L email and/or 
announced in class. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally unavailable 
due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during the early 
morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, the 
College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to 
make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

Safety / Security Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual Security 
Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 

http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/security


DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up for 
emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add your 
contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply 

Implementation 
date approved by  
Instructional 
Council: 

 

 

https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC

