
DSCC Fall 2011 Course Syllabus for English Composition 1  (ENGL-1010-08/09/G01/G02)  
Instructor: M. T. Clark                   E-mail: KB4RPV @ ATT.NET  (Do not email me through the D2L email!) 
Cell-phone & voice-mail:                                                      Webpage: http://www.qsl.net/kb4rpv/english.htm      

Credit: 3 hours                                      Classroom:                                    Time:                                          . 
 

COURSE (CATALOG) DESCRIPTION:  Writing, revising, conferences.  Intensive reading for meaning and ways 
of expressing meaning.  Writing with emphasis on paragraph/essay organization, structure, and style.  Attention to 
grammar and mechanics.  Study/writing about short stories.  Prerequisite is DSPW 0800 or equivalent documented 
skill level. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES:  The basic purpose of Composition 1 is to foster development of skills in reading, 
writing, and thinking, moving from expressive, personal writing forms to analytic, expository forms of public, 
academic writing.  (NOTE: Students must be able to think clearly and write clearly!)  At the successful 
completion of this course, students should be able to:  (1) Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of 
Standard English and basic organizational strategies.  (2) Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills 
through interpretive reading, analytical writing, and class discussions.  (3) Acquire new vocabulary through analysis 
of assigned course readings.  (4) Read and edit their own writing, both critically and analytically, plus make 
appropriate revisions.  (5) Read texts critically and analytically.  (6) Gain understanding of self and others through 
assigned reading, class discussion, and writing.    
                                          
OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS):  (1) The writing process.  (2) Paragraphs.  (3) Thesis and essay 
structure.  (4) Grammar.  (5) Revising and editing.  (6) Variety of essay modes:  Illustration/Exemplification, 
Description, Narration, Comparison and Contrast, Process Analysis, Cause and Effect, Division and Classification, 
and/or Definition.  (7) Documentation (indirect quotes, lead-ins, direct quotes, and parenthetical citation).   
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES & METHODOLOGIES:  Activities and instructional methods will be varied in 
order to best facilitate specific content and to appeal to varying student learning styles. 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS & EXPECTATIONS:  (1) Students are expected to attend class and to be on time.  
Attendance is part of your grade!  (Be sure to sign in.)  Excessive absences will cause students to fail the course.  (2) 
Students are expected to abide by college policies, such as “no plagiarizing” and “no tobacco.”  I will probably use 
TurnItIn.com to check for plagiarism.  (3) Silence all cell-phones and beepers during class time!  No texting either!  
No surfing on phones or computers, especially Facebook, while I am lecturing!  (4) Students are expected to read and 
complete assigned work before coming to class, and to turn in assignments within a reasonable period of time.  (5) 
Students will be required to take the final exam on the specified day and time, but I can try to accommodate for 
legitimate exam schedule conflicts.  (6) This class is for working on English, not other subjects!  (7) Profanity, 
vulgarity, sexual harassment, and bullying/threatening comments will not be tolerated!  Keep everything G-RATED! 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:  The main part of your grade comes from your five main essay-writing 
assignments!  However, you will get grades on all of the assignments, including story discussion questions, one way 
or another (some grades are just “daily participation grades”).  Corrections and reprinting will be done on some 
writing assignments.  Everyone will be required to do these corrections as part of their responses to assignments that I 
will give back to revise.  You should keep all hand-written original papers, typed corrections, and responses in an 
orderly fashion.  If I come to class and people are not prepared, I will start giving pop quizzes!  The last possible day 
to drop or withdraw from this class is November 4, 2011.  
 
GRADE SCALES:  The grading system of DSCC is as follows:   
91% to 100% = “A.” 81% to 90% = “B.” 71% to 80% = “C.” 60% to 70% = “D.” Below 60% = “F.” 
Grades will be assigned for the following activities (everything counts toward your grade, in some way):  (1) In-class 
essays, including the pre-test.  (2) Out-of-class essays.  (3) Final exam post-test.  (4) Short assignments, quizzes, 
homework.  (5) Other projects, attendance, your attitude/effort, etc.  NOTE:  I do not give a lot of “A’s”!  To receive 
an “A,” you must write essays with a minimal amount of errors, and must have good attendance.  Anything 
otherwise will receive a “B” or below.  Excessive absences will cause your grade to go down. 
        

http://www.qsl.net/kb4rpv/english.htm


REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS & RESOURCES:  All students are required to purchase the following texts and 
materials:  (1) Subject & Strategy, 12th Ed. by Eschholz & Rosa, pub. St. Martins, ISBN 0-312-61273-7, around 
$42.75.  (2) Harbrace Essentials Package by Glenn, pub. Cengage (includes code to access online workbook), ISBN 
978-1-1119-9758-8, around $45.75.  (3) Criterion Registration Card by Criterion, ISBN 0-88685-382-6, around 
$15.00.  (4) You should have access to a computer with word-processing software such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Works, Corel Word-Perfect, and/or OpenOffice.com, which are able to save your essays as .DOC files or .RTF files.  
The computer should also have Adobe Acrobat Reader software so that you can view the .PDF files on DSCC’s 
website or my website.  (5) You should know how to access DSCC-D2L in order to send essay assignments to my 
drop-box, and I will check them using TurnItIn.com to make sure they are not plagiarized.  (6) A USB memory 
drive in order to save your work, or to take assignments between computers, around $5 to $25.  (7) Loose-leaf paper, 
pens, pencils, folders/notebooks, only a few dollars at a Dollar Store or Wal-Mart.  
 
DSCC CLASSROOM ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
 
(1) Purpose:  The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for class attendance 
 
(2) Scope:  This policy applies to all credit courses (on-ground and on-line). 
 
(3) Policy:  Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college. Absence from the classroom negatively 
affects student success and learning outcomes. Dyersburg State Community College has established the following 
Class Attendance Policy, which is applicable to all students attending classes both in person and online. 
 

A. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for which a student is 
registered is expected. 
B. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 
C. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence from class or shortly after the 
absence. The instructor will determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused. 
D. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any missed class session. The 
instructor will determine whether to accept makeup work for the class. 
E. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets three (3) hours per 
week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly in a 
three (3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.” Students who do not participate in an online 
course for one week will be reported as “stopped attending.” 
F. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be reported as “stopped 
attending.” 
G. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future financial aid. 
H. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped attending” designation is 
reported or if continued, regular attendance proves impossible. In these circumstances, failure to withdraw 
from a course by the deadline listed in the Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F” and may negatively 
impact eligibility for future financial aid and/or continued enrollment. 
I. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having a more restrictive 
attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 

 
(4) Compliance:  All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 
 
(5) Definitions:  The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 
 
(6) Revision History:  This policy was reviewed by the Faculty Assembly, approved by the Administrative Council 
in Spring 2011, and revised June 2011. 
 
 

Revised 22 August 2011 
 


