
Dyersburg State Community College Course Syllabus 

ENGLISH COMPOSITION I 

Course Number: English 1010 

Instructor:  Leonard 

Contact Info: 475-3152  email: leonard@elearn.dscc.edu 

Office Hours: MW 11:05a-12:20p(by appointment only);12:20-1:20p;2:50-3:50p; TR 
12:35-2:35p 

COURSE (CATALOG) DESCRIPTION: 

    This course focuses on writing, revising, intensive reading for meaning and ways of 
expressing meaning; writing with emphasis on paragraph and essay organization, structure 
and style; attention to grammar and mechanics; and the further use of critical thinking skills 
in the application of rhetorical modes.  3 hours lecture.  (Prerequisite: DSPW 0800 or 
equivalent documented skill level.) 

EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 

The basic purpose of Composition I is to foster development of skills in reading, writing, 
and thinking.  Moving from expressive, personal writing forms to analytic, expository 
forms of public, academic writing, at the successful completion of this course, students 
should be able to do the following: 

• Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of 
Standard English and basic organizational strategies.  

• Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through 
interpretive reading, analytical writing, and class discussion.    

• Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course 
readings.  

• Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and 
make appropriate revisions.  

• Read texts critically and analytically.  
• Gain an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, 

class discussion, and composition.   

OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS): 

• The Writing Process 
• Paragraphs 
• Thesis, Essay Structure 

mailto:Leonard@elearn.dscc.edu


• Grammar 
• Revising & Editing 
• Variety of Essay modes: Description, Narration, Comparison/Contrast, 

Illustration, Process Analysis, Division & Classification, and/or Definition. 
• Documentation (direct quotes, lead-ins, and parenthetical citation) 

 INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY: 

Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate specific 
content and to appeal to varying student learning styles.  However, the prominent 
strategy for the course is cooperative learning. 

GRADING: 

Testing Procedures: 
Tests may be paper-based, including scantron, or web-based 
Grading Procedure and Study Tips: 
Grades will be determined based on the student’s ability to communicate effectively via 
discussion and written assignments. Quizzes and tests will also measure the student’s 
level of understanding of course concepts. Students who expect to achieve high scores 
in this class should study a minimum of 9 hours per week as well as submit 
assignments on time. High scoring students will be those who grasp the concepts well 
and are able to demonstrate application of those concepts. 

Occasionally, a student’s paper may require extensive revision to avoid a grade of F. In 
this case, the instructor has the right to decide if extensive revision writing is necessary. 
The revision will automatically be graded at no higher than the lowest passing grade 
obtained on the particular assignment overall. 

Grade Results, a tutorial link, is offered at no charge and is linked in D2L for students 
who need tutoring. Please visit the link and make use of the resource. 

Planning, drafting, revising, and editing are the components of the writing process. 
Students will be required to show evidence of each step when submitting writing 
assignments. Further details will be given with each assignment. 

 The grading system of Dyersburg State Community College English Department is as 
follows: 

• 91 to 100 % = A  
• 81 to 90 % = B  
• 71 to 80 % = C  
• 60 to 70% = D  
• Below 60 % = F  

Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio: 



• Class grades, homework, and quizzes 100 points  
• Syllabus Quiz 10 points   
• Essays and related materials  (3-4) 300-400 points  
• In-class essays (1-2) 50-100 points  
• Final Exam     100   points        (In-class Post-test Essay, Scantron Test on 

Grammar and MLA, Criterion Entries)  

                                                                                                            ----------- 

                                                                                                            630-730 points 

 How to determine your grade 

• Be sure to keep all graded material in a folder.  
• Add up the points of all graded material  
• Divide the number of points by the total number of points earned at any given 

time in the class. Ex. If the class has earned 400 points by midterm, you will 
divide your points by 400.  

• Move the decimal two places for a number that should be somewhere between 
1-100.  

• Sample grades  

1. Class grade 10/10 points  
2. Homework  5/5 points  
3. Essay 1 85/100 points  

Total= 100/ 115=  86.9 rounded to 87, which is a B 

  

Required Textbooks & Materials for ENGL 1010 

All students are required to purchase the following texts and materials: 

1.   Criterion Registration Card, Criterion, ISBN 0-88685-382-6    New $15.00  

(Software) 

2.   Subject & Strategy, Eschholz & Rosa, ISBN 0-312-61273-7        New $42.75 

Publisher: St Martins, Edition 12 

(Main text –chapters 1-10 used for ENGL 1010) 

3.   Harbrace Essentials Package, Glenn, ISBN 978-1-1119-9758-8 New $29.50 



Publisher: Cengage 

(A code for access to an online workbook is included.) 

4.   Loose leaf paper, pen, pencil, folder 

5.   Flash drive –to save work 
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DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

I.         Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for class attendance. 

II.       Scope 

This policy applies to all credit courses (on ground and online). 

III.      Policy 

Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from the 
classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State 
Community College has established the following Class Attendance Policy which is 
applicable to all students attending classes both in person and online. 

Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for which 
a student is registered are expected. 

Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 

It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence from class 
or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will determine whether an absence is 
excused or unexcused. 

The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any missed 
class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept makeup work for the 
class. 

Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets 
three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that 
meets twice weekly or one (1) unexcused absence from a class that meets once weekly 



in a three (3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do not 
participate in an online course for one week will be reported as “stopped attending.” 

Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be 
reported as “stopped attending.” 

A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future 
financial aid. 

It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped 
attending” designation is reported or if continuing, regular attendance proves 
impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw from a course by the deadline 
listed in the Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact 
eligibility for future financial aid and/or continued enrollment (please note that a grade of 
W may also negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid). 

Failure to contact the instructor prior to an absence may result in the designation of the 
absence as being “unexcused.”   

Students wishing to appeal a determination of an unexcused absence or “stopped 
attending” designation should attempt to resolve the matter with the instructor within five 
(5) days from the last date of attendance.  If the student still wishes to appeal, he/she 
must present the matter in writing to the Vice President for the College within five (5) 
days after attempting to clarify or resolve the matter with the instructor.  The Vice 
President should receive the appeal within ten (10) days after the last date of 
attendance.  After the Vice President for the College receives the appeal, a hold will be 
placed on the student’s account during the appeal process.  The Vice President for the 
College will render a final decision within ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the 
College denies the appeal, unearned financial aid money will be returned to the Federal 
Government (as required by Federal law) and the student may have an account 
balance.  It should be noted that if an appeal is not requested, any unearned financial 
aid money will be returned to the Federal Government and the student will have to 
repay unearned financial aid money. 

Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having a more 
restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 

IV.  Compliance 

All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 

V.      Definitions 

The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 

VI.     Revision History 



This policy was reviewed and approved by the Administrative Council in Fall 2011.  The policy 
was revised and approved by the Administrative Council on December 14, 2011. 

VII.     Late Policy                              

Habitual tardiness interrupts the natural learning environment. Therefore, tardiness will 
not be tolerated. Students should be aware of the time that class begins and make 
every effort to arrive on time. After the first 5 minutes of the class has elapsed, the door 
will be shut and locked for safety precautions. No one will be allowed to enter the 
class after the first 5 minutes have elapsed. 

VI.     Additional Ground Rules, Course Expecations, and Information 

Student confidentiality is protected through the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 
Act (FERPA). Refer to the DSCC student handbook for further definition. 

Sexual and/or racial harassment will not be tolerated. Refer to the DSCC student 
handbook for further definition.  

Rude, disrespectful comments or actions toward the instructor and/ or students in the 
classroom will not be tolerated. Disruptive students will be asked to leave the classroom 
and will thereby be counted absent for the day. Each incident, whether dismissal is 
involved or not, will be documented. 

Proper classroom etiquette involves the following: raising one’s hand to be 
acknowledged for speaking unless the class is engaged in focus group discussion; 
addressing the instructor properly and with respect; respecting fellow colleagues’ 
opinions, platform, and personal space, etc. If there are further questions concerning 
the expectations of the instructor, please ask. Students should adhere to the DSCC 
code on honor and citizenship at all times while on DSCC property. Refer to the DSCC 
student handbook for further definition. 

Texting, phone calls, ring tones, or any electronic device that causes noise is not 
allowed during class time. Please make sure all phones and noisy devices are silenced 
during class. 

Students who are confronted with issues concerning this class should seek to follow the 
proper chain of command when trying to resolve issues. The student should first 
approach the instructor with any issues concerning the course. If the instructor cannot 
resolve the issue, she will direct the student to the next appropriate level to ensure that 
matters are handled expeditiously. 

During the course of the semester, documentaries, movies, or recordings may 
complement the instruction and aid learning. Some media may contain graphic scenes 
or language or may convey sensitive topics. The media is not representative of either 
the instructor or college’s opinions or attitudes. Any students who have difficulty with 



any content viewed or heard should seek discussion with the instructor. The purpose of 
including this type of media is to view real life stories, fictional depiction of real life 
stories, and creative fiction to gain a better understanding of the world in which we live 
in order to connect what we learn to real world situations and events. 

All assignments will be accompanied by an assignment page describing the assignment 
and listing the grading criteria.  Students are encouraged to ask questions and 
participate in class.  However, for further assistance students should visit the instructor 
during the appointed office hours or retain the services of a tutor.  

In case of pandemic, such as a flu outbreak or a serious event of nature (i.e. tornado or 
earthquake), the pandemic plan posted in D2L under “Contents” will be followed if the 
school must close for an undetermined period of time and if resources are still available 
and communication is feasible and logical. Please read the pandemic plan to ensure 
familiarity if the plan must be used.  

In the case of inclement weather, please adhere to all DSCC rules according to the 
handbook. Assignments will still be due if school is closed for inclement weather. 

If the instructor must miss for any reason, face-to-face class may or may not be in 
session. However, assignments will still be due as well as additional assignments may 
be posted. Check the class D2L home page for messages concerning class instructions 
if the instructor is absent. 
Guidelines for Communications 
Email and Other Online Usage: 

• Always include a subject line.  
• Remember without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 

way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in 
some cases.  

• Use standard fonts.  
• Do not send large attachments without permission.  
• Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. should 

be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other 
communication.  

• Respect the privacy of other class members  
• Practice good “netiquette”  

  
Students must communicate with other students in the discussion forum. Moreover, 
students are expected to communicate with the instructor as a learning resource. Also, 
students are expected to check the D2L homepage and email frequently for 
announcements. 
   

Discussion, Blogs, and Other Online Groups: 
• Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a 



lurker then a discussant.  
• Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather starting a new topic.  
• Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 

discussion group. Be respectful of others' ideas.  
• Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 

entering your remarks.  
• Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  
• Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  
• Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Library  
Dyersburg State Community College Learning Resource Center provides an information 
gateway, information skills program, and instructional technology center to support the 
learning mission of the College. Visit the LRC by clicking the link on the DSCC 
homepage. 

-description from the LRC mission statement posted on its website 
Students With Disabilities  
Qualified students with disabilities will be provided reasonable and necessary academic 
accommodations if determined eligible by the appropriate disability services staff at their 
home institution. Prior to granting disability accommodations in this course, the 
instructor must receive written verification of a student's eligibility for specific 
accommodations from the disability services staff at the home institution. It is the 
student's responsibility to initiate contact with their home institution's disability services 
staff and to follow the established procedures for having the accommodation notice sent 
to the instructor. 
Syllabus Changes  
The instructor reserves the right to make changes as necessary to this syllabus as well 
as to the course calendar. If changes are necessitated during the term of the course, 
the instructor will immediately notify students of such changes both by individual email 
communication and posting both notification and nature of change(s) on the course 
bulletin board. 
Technical Support  
Students having technical issues must submit a detailed summary of the problem in an 
email to the instructor. Expect at least a 24 hour turn around period. The instructor may 
also ask students to make an appointment to discuss technical issues face-to-face. 

  

  

 


