
ENGL 1010 – English Composition I 

Course Syllabus   - - Fall 2014 - - 
 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course focuses on writing, revising, intensive reading for meaning and ways of expressing 
meaning; writing with emphasis on paragraph and essay organization, structure and style; attention 
to grammar and mechanics; and the further use of critical thinking skills in the application of 
rhetorical modes.  3 hours lecture 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

o Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of Standard English and basic 
organizational strategies.  

o Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through interpretive reading, 
analytical writing, and class discussion.    

o Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course readings.  
o Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and make appropriate 

revisions.  
o Read texts critically and analytically.  

o Express an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, class discussion, and 
composition.   

Prerequisites: ENGL 0810 or equivalent documented skill level. 

Course Topics: • The Writing Process 
• Paragraphs 
• Thesis, Essay Structure 
• Grammar 
• Revising & Editing 
• Variety of Essay modes: Description, Narration, Comparison/Contrast, 

Illustration(Exemplification), Process Analysis, Division & Classification, and/or Definition. 
• Documentation (direct quotes, lead-ins, and parenthetical citation) 

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

Students will need to be able to use DSCC online course repository  (https://elearn.dscc.edu) to post 
discussion responses to homework readings, submit papers to the dropbox, and keep track of 
coursework. Students will also need to use MS Word to type papers. 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook. 

Or buy it much cheaper online from Amazon.com, Textbooks.com., or other online merchants 

Supplementary 
Materials: 

Flashdrive to save work, pen & paper 

Software 
Requirements: 

You must be able to save and upload work in .doc, .docx, or .pdf file extensions. 

Google Docs can do this for free and MS Word is available on DSCC computers 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: Kimberly Watson 

https://elearn.dscc.edu/
http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore


Instructor Contact 
Information: 

email address: watson@dscc.edu            Office: JNC 170 inside office suite A148 
                                                            Phone:901-475-3163 
To access your instructor’s information online: 
Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Office Hours/Virtual 
Office Hours: 

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

I will make every attempt to respond to course email within 24 or 36 hours during the work week, 
though it may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet the stated 
response time. 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: This is a composition class. Major essays will be used in lieu of tests. Students will have time in class as 
well as outside of class to write major essays. Some short writings will be done in class only. 

Grading Procedures: Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio: 
 

• Quizzes, Homework, Grammar, etc.    10% 
• Short Writing Assignments & Drafts    15% 
• In-class Essays (2-3)      30% 
• Out-of-class Essays (2)      20% 
• Final Exam (In-class Post-test Essay, final draft & revision)            25%                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                100% 

Grading Scale: The grading system of Dyersburg State Community College English Department is as follows: 
 
91 to 100 % = A 
81 to 90 % = B 
71 to 80 % = C 
60 to 70% = D 
Below 60 % = F 

Grades awarded do not include a plus or minus (+/-) designation.  

Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 

 

 

A sequenced list of 
assignments and 
projects arranged by 
course section or 
module with due 
dates if applicable.   
A generic weekly 

Due Date Assignment 

Week 1 

August 25-29 

Cover syllabus; Reading and Writing: A Process  
“Reading to Write” Stephen King  
Due: Assessment Essay 

Week 2 

September 2-5 

No Class Monday September 2-Labor Day 
Prewriting; Thesis Statements; Purpose of Writing  
“Shitty First Drafts” Anne Lamott 
 

mailto:watson@dscc.edu


schedule is 
applicable. Week 3 

September 8-12 

Essay Structure and Organizational Strategies  
“Simplicity” William Zinsser  
 

Week 4 

September15-19 

Narration and Description 

Due: Description Writing 
Career interest survey 

Week 5 

September22-26 

Personal Narrative Statements (see resources in 
DSCC online) 

Due: Narration Essay/Personal Statement 

Week 6 

September 29-
October 3 

Illustration /Exemplification 
“How to Give Orders Like a Man” Deborah Tannen  
Documentation: Direct Quotes & Lead-ins 

Week 7 

October 6-10 

No Class Friday DSCC Fall Conference 
Illustration  
“Blue-Collar Brilliance” Mike Rose  
Documentation: Direct Quotes & In-text Citations 
Due: Illustration Essay 

Week 8 

October 13-17 

No Class Fall Break: 
DSCC 13-14/ Tipton Co 13-17 

Week 9 

October 20-24 

Process Analysis  
“How to Say Nothing in 500 Words” Paul Roberts  

Week 10 

October 27-31 

Process Analysis  

Problem Solving- Process Analysis Group Project 

Week 11 

November 3-7 

Process Analysis  

Problem Solving- Process Analysis Group Project 

Due: Process Analysis Essay Group Project 

Week 12 

November 10-14 

Comparison and Contrast  
“Neat People vs. Sloppy People” Suzanne Britt  
 

Week 13 

November 17-21 

Comparison and Contrast 
“Two Ways to Belong in America” Bharati 
Mukherjee 
Due: Comparison and Contrast Essay 
 

Week 14 

November 24-28 

No Class Thanksgiving Break  
 

Week 15 

December 1-5 

Discuss and practice in class other rhetorical 
styles: Division and Classification, Definition 

Review for Final Exam Essay 

 



Week 16 

December 8-12 

Final Exams: See Schedule of Exams 

 

Punctuality: Assignments are due the date and time given in class and listed in DSCC online. Daily/homework 
assignments cannot be made up if missed. Major assignments (essays) may be turned in late for a 
reduced grade. Up to one week late will result in 5 points being deducted. Up to two weeks late, 10 
points will be deducted. Assignments that are three weeks or longer past due cannot earn higher than 
a 65. 

Attendance Policy: View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy. 

If the instructor is absent for any reason, an email will be sent  through the DSCC online email site.  

There will be an online assignment given. Just because the instructor is absent, does not mean you 
do not have course work to do, or can turn in work late since work is submitted to dropbox. 

Class Participation: The basic purpose of Composition I is to foster development of skills in reading, writing, and thinking 
and  moving from expressive, personal writing forms to analytic, expository forms of public, academic 
writing. These objectives can only be accomplished by student participation in daily and weekly 
writing assignments and classroom and online discussions.  

Course Ground Rules 

General:  1. Participation is required. Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned 
work before coming to class as well as turn in assignments on time. 

2. Communication with other students in team projects is expected 

3. Learn how to navigate within the course management system and keep abreast of 
course announcements  

4. Use the assigned college email address as opposed to a personal email address  

5. Address technical problems immediately  

6. Observe course netiquette at all times. Instructor guidelines for communication by 
email, discussion groups, chat, and the use of web resources are necessary. 

7. Students are expected to attend class and to be on time. 

8. Excessive absences will most likely result in failure of the course.   

9. Students are expected to abide by College policies. 

10. Turn OFF cell phones and beepers during class time.  

 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  

2. Include your name and course number and section. 

3. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 
way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some 
cases.  

4. Use standard fonts.  

5. Do not send large attachments without permission.  

6. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 
avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  

7. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/
http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy


Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a lurker, 
then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new topic.  

3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 
discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  

4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 
entering your remarks.  

5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  

6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  

7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Web Resources: 1. EasyBib www.easybib.com  

2. Citation Styles Online http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite6.html   

Other Important Information 

Library Resources For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual Library. 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 

Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

Students With 
Disabilities: 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they 
may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by email and posted 
within the online course material. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally unavailable 
due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during the early 
morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, the 
College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to 
make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

Safety / Security Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual Security 
Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 

DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up for 
emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add your 
contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply 

http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/security
https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC


Implementation 
date approved by  
Instructional 
Council: 

Spring 2013 

 


