
 DYERSBURG STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
 COURSE SYLLABUS 
 Spring 
 
SUBJECT AREA:                                            English 
COURSE TITLE:                                             Composition II 
COURSE NUMBER:                                       English 1020 
COURSE SEMESTER CREDIT HOURS:      Three 
INSTRUCTOR’S NAME:                                Mrs. Kay Wall 
                                                                           Office: Glover 257, Suite 259 
                                                                           Office Phone: (731) 286-3356 
                                                                           Email: wall@dscc.edu 
                                                                           Office hours are posted on bulletin board  
                                                                              inside Glover 259 and on D2L 
LECTURE HOURS: Three 
COURSE PREREQUISITE:  ENGL 1010 
 
TEXTBOOKS:   Research Writing Simplified: A Documentation Guide, Raymond H. Clines and 
                               Elizabeth R. Cobb  
                            The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Norton: ISBN 0-393-97953-9   
                            Othello, William Shakespeare: ISBN 0-7434-8282-4 
      Criterion 
 
Also required:  jump drive for use in the computer lab or your pc. 
Strongly suggested:  a good dictionary and a thesaurus; a stapler 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR ENGLISH 1020 (COMPOSITION II—The basic purpose of 
Composition II is to foster the development of reading, writing, and critical- thinking skills 
taught in English 1010.  Moving from expressive personal writing forms to analytic expository 
forms of public and academic writing, its main goals are to teach students to:   
 

• Write essays that demonstrate mastery of the conventions of Standard English and basic 
organizational strategies. 

• Demonstrate critical thinking and applied language skills through interpretive reading, 
analytical writing, and class discussion. 

• Acquire new vocabulary through analysis of assigned course readings. 
• Read and edit their own writing both critically and analytically and make appropriate 

revisions. 
• Read texts critically and analytically. 
• Gain an understanding of self and others through assigned reading, class discussion, and 

composition.  Think critically and analytically. 
• Master research skills that include computer literacy and technology skills. 
• Analyze poetry, drama, and fiction in written and oral form. 

 
 



 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
The material will be covered by lecture, in-class discussion, in-class writings, exams, and videos; 
quizzes may also be given.  A documented (research) paper will be assigned.  The research 
paper is a class requirement.                                          
 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION:  Research paper: 20% 
         Analytical essays and exams: 80% 
                                                                                                    
 
*Exams are to be taken on the announced date; likewise, in-class essays are to be written 
on the announced date.  Make-ups are a privilege, not a right, and will be allowed only at 
the discretion of the instructor and at the convenience of the instructor.  Any missed exams 
or essays must be made up promptly.   
 
 
GRADING SCALE: 91-100 (A); 81-90 (B); 71-80 (C); 60-70 (D); Below 60 (F) 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: Dyersburg State has adopted a strict attendance policy.  Three consecutive 
absences or a pattern of absences will result in a Sopped Attending notification to Admissions 
and Records, which may affect the students’ grades and their financial aid eligibility. Students 
who do not plan to complete a class should officially withdraw.  Habitual tardiness is 
unacceptable; entry to the class may be denied at the instructor’s discretion.  A student who is not 
present for the entire class may expect to be counted absent. 
 
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING: Any student who steals another person’s written work, 
including Internet sources, or ideas and presents them as his own (plagiarism) or who cheats on 
an exam will automatically earn a zero for the assignment. The student may also receive an “F” 
in the course (see the Student Handbook section of the current catalog).   Students will utilize the 
turnitin program on D2L.  
 
CELL PHONES:  Cell phones and other devices must be turned off and put away during class. 
Ear pieces must also be removed and put away.  If a personal emergency requires a student to 
have his or her cell phone on, the situation must be brought to the attention of the instructor 
before class begins. The phone must be set on vibrate; the call must be taken outside the 
classroom.  Texting is not allowed during class time.                                    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



                                                       Schedule of Assignments 
 (subject to change) 
 
Week                All assignments are to be read prior to class time. 
 
1 Day 1—introduction to the course.  “Barn Burning,” by William Faulkner (on the 

web).  
 
2                       “Barn Burning” continued.  Video.  In-class essay. The Scarlet Letter. 
 
3                       The Scarlet Letter; Research Simplified  
 
4                      Class discussion of the book and related topics will continue until the book is   
                        completed.  Instruction on the proper use of research material will continue until  
                        research papers are due. 
                        
5                      Essay exam on The Scarlet Letter. Begin work on research paper using Research 
                        Simplified and Criterion. MLA-style documentation must be used for the paper.  
 
6                    Begin unit on poetry while continuing to work on the research paper.  Work will   
                         continue on the paper until the due date. 
 
7                    Continued reading and discussion of poetry and poetry terms.  
 
8                    Continue poetry; essay on poetry.   
 
9                    DVD: The Shawshank Redemption; essay. 

 
10                    Introduction to Shakespeare; sonnets (if time permits) 

 
11                    Introduction to Shakespearean theatre; begin Othello 
 
12                    Continue Othello   
 
13                    Continue Othello 
 
14                    Continue Othello; video 
 
15                    Review for final 
 
 
 

Final exam is on Othello.        
                                                                     
                             


