
English 1020 – 21 

Composition II 

Dyersburg State Community College 

 

Instructor:  Wendy Hedrick, MA    Class Location: 115 Glover 

Class Hours:  T & TR 5:00-6:25 PM   Office Hours: By appointment 
Email: whedrick@dscc.edu    Phone: 215-756-6264 

 

Attendance:  

I follow the DSCC policy on attendance with the single exception that I do not 
differentiate between excused and unexcused absences.  ALL ABSENCES ARE 
UNEXCUSED!   If you are going to be absent, you are responsible to notify me in 
advance of such absence via email.  You are also expected to hand in on time all work 
that you are responsible for when absent.  You are also responsible to contact a fellow 
student to find out what happened in class and if there were any new assignments 
given.  Ultimately, DSCC allows you one week of absence before you are reported as 
stopped attending.  For our class that amounts to 2 classes.  Please use such days 
judiciously and for true emergencies/sickness.  I will fail you if you miss more than 2 
classes. 

Books and Other Materials Required:  You need to have all these items by Jan 17 or 
you will be marked absent.   

• Eschholz, Paul and Rosa, Alfred.  Subject & Strategy: A Writer’s Reader.  12th 
ed.  New York: St. Martin’s, 2011. Print   

• Glenn, Cheryl and Gray, Loretta.  Harbrace Essentials.  Boston: Wadsworth, 
2012. Print 

• Fitzgerald, F. Scott.  The Great Gatsby.  New York: Scribner, 1995. Print. 
• Three Ring Binder  2” Spine 
• Loose Leaf Paper 
• Pen and Pencil 
• Flash drive.  It is essential for you to have this item. 

Contacting Me:  

You are free to call me on my cell phone, but be aware that I don’t answer strange 
numbers, so leave me a message, and I will get back with you asap.  Also there are 
limits to when I will answer calls.  Please, no calls before 9am or after 9pm.  I will not be 
available until 2pm on Sundays.  You may also text me, but please include your name 
early in your text as I don’t have your phone numbers listed in my phone.  I am also 
accessible via email.   

mailto:whedrick@dscc.edu


Homework: 

All home work is to be done on the date listed on the syllabus.  If it says, Jan 17 and 
has some reading and writing assignment below, that assignment must be done before 
you come to class.  I will be marking off whether homework is done or not and will 
collect it to read as I see fit, so be prepared.  Completion of homework will count toward 
your grade for the unit.   

Brainstorming & Drafts: 

There are dates when you are required to bring your brainstorming or drafts to class.  If 
you fail to bring them you will be marked absent for the day.  It is imperative that you 
bring these things to class when required as they will help you accomplish a well written 
paper.  I will have activities that center around your brainstorming and drafts that will 
help you write more effectively and we will do them together in class.  If you don’t bring 
them, then you will be unable to participate fully in the class. 

D2L/Elearn: 

This is the online portal for our class and it will be used extensively.  You need to 
become familiar with it so you can effectively use it.  I do not accept late papers. Final 
drafts of papers will be turned in via the Drop Box before you come to class.  Each 
paper has a deadline of 4:59 pm on the day it is due.  This deadline will not be extended 
and you must plan to have it in on time.   

Participation:  Participation is different and separate from attendance, and there is a 
huge difference between attendance and participation.  Because students can and 
unfortunately do attend a class without participating, participation is determined in my 
classroom by meaningful engagement in class discussions and activities.  I expect 
everyone to ask questions and work with the idea of shared inquiry.  You are expected 
to arrive at class prepared.  Preparation includes, but is not limited to, reading the day’s 
materials. I suggest that you make pre-class notes and questions so you can join in the 
discussion or initiate it.  Writing in your textbook will help you remember what you read 
and what questions you might have.  I will do some lecturing; most of the class, 
however, will be shared inquiry.  
 

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is not acceptable.  Any work that is plagiarized will be failed, 
and can result in failure for the entire course.  Also, any plagiarism will be reported to 
the proper university authorities and will go on your permanent record.  Plagiarism can 
also result in expulsion from the College.  Plagiarism only hurts the person who does it.  
And it isn’t that difficult to catch.  Your best bet is to make sure you don’t do it.  If you 
have questions about what might or might not be plagiarism, please ask me.  I am more 
than willing to help you avoid this problem.  

Paper Assignments: 

Each paper is to be double spaced with standard 1 inch margins, and you should use 
the font Ariel in 12 point.  I am very serious about this requirement as it is the best font 



for my eyes.  Of course, all papers need your name, date, and assignment listed and 
must have a title that intrigues the reader into reading the assignment.  All papers 
require a bibliography in MLA style.  Any in-text documentation will also be done in MLA 
style.   

Because we will be sharing these papers with each other, you should keep this in mind 
as you chose your subjects.  If you are uncomfortable sharing your experiences with 
others, then you should chose a different topic.   

Late Work:  Late work is not accepted.  Should you miss on a day when a paper is due, 
you should arrange for someone to bring your paper in for you at the required time, drop 
it in my mail box, or get it to me before class starts.  Papers/work may be submitted in 
advance but never late. 

 
Classroom Etiquette:  
 

1. Arrive early or on time for class. 
2. No texting allowed during class.  
3. Sleeping is highly inappropriate behavior. 
4. Doing other course work or reading other materials is not appropriate 

classroom behavior 
5. Packing up before I dismiss you is my greatest pet peeve.  
6. Cell phones must be off or on Manner Mode and put away.  If the phone rings 

in class, I get to answer it. 
7. Excessive conversation at inappropriate times (such as when others are 

speaking or I am instructing) is frowned upon. Also do not dominate the 
discussion or speak rudely to others. 

8. When we do group work, you will be expected to contribute to your group’s 
conversation.   

9. Respect for other’s ideas is imperative. 
10. If absent, you are responsible for finding out what was missed.  Make a friend 

in your class who can inform you of what you missed, or check D2L.  I will not 
give private tutorials on an entire class for you.   I will, however, be happy to 
assist you with problems outside of class. 

 
Final Notes:  This is your class.  It will only be as good as you make it.  Your 
preparation and participation are essential to our class.  There is no "dumb" answer or 
question, and I encourage "thinking aloud."  I look forward to learning from and with you 
as we progress through the semester.  I suggest that you keep a reading journal for the 
semester as an effort to prepare for class.  I also recommend underlining and writing in 
your books.  When you write notes to yourself in the margins of books then you are 
interacting with the text and will be able to refer to something more quickly when in a 
discussion.   
 
Please note that I do not give grades; you earn them.  Moreover, while grade inflation 
may be rampant on campuses as a whole, it is not so in this class; that is, only 



exemplary work will earn an 'A', regardless of how desperately you need a high mark in 
order to graduate, receive tuition reimbursement from an employer, gain admission into 
the School of Nursing, feel good about yourself, or any other hitherto unnoted reason.  I 
am happy to discuss your work with you; however, unless I have made a miscalculation 
grades are not negotiable. 
 

Course Calendar  

Thursday Jan 12  Introductions  

Tuesday Jan 17  Writing with Sources –In Text Documentation  

 S&S pgs 635-652 Read 

 HB 280-336 Skim 

Thursday Jan 19  Meet in the Learning Resource Center room 134 

 S&S pgs 653-671 Read 

Tuesday Jan 24 MLA Bibliographic test. & Cause & Effect  

Bring to class: 1 book of fiction, 1 encyclopedia article (must be academic 
source), 1 academic journal article, 1 anthology of literature, 1 newspaper article, 
1 e-book source, 1 online journal source, 1 work by three or more authors,  1 
article from JSTOR.  

S&S Read 441-459 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible.   

Thursday Jan 26 Cause & Effect  

 Bring Cause & Effect Brainstorming & Sources to class 

 S&S Read 441-459 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible.   

Tuesday Jan 31 Cause & Effect 

 S&S Read 460-465 



Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Thursday  Feb 2 Cause & Effect 

 Bring Cause & Effect rough draft to class 

 S&S Read 466-470 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Tuesday Feb 7 Cause & Effect 

 Bring Cause & Effect Revised Draft to class 

 S&S Read 471-479 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Thursday Feb 9 Argumentation 

Cause & Effect Paper Due 15% 

S&S Read 493-519 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Tuesday Feb 14 Argumentation 

S&S Read 520-524 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

 

 



Thursday Feb 16 Argumentation  

 Bring Argumentation Brainstorming & sources to class. 

S&S Read 525-530 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Tuesday Feb 21 Argumentation  

Bring Draft of Argumentation Paper to class 

S&S Read 531-540 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Thursday Feb 23 Argumentation 

S&S Read 541-546 

Answer questions under “Thinking Critically,” “Questions on Subject,” “Questions 
on Strategy,” and “Questions on Diction and Vocabulary.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Tuesday Feb 28 Argumentation  

Bring revised draft of Argumentation paper to class. 

S&S Read 572-584 

Answer questions  under “Thinking Critically about the Texts.”  Answers must be 
written on loose leaf paper.  Answers must be substantial.  You will be receiving 
homework credit for these.  Please make sure handwriting is clear and legible 

Thursday Mar 1 Argumentation 

Argumentation Paper Due 15% 

Tuesday Mar 6  Spring Break 

Thursday Mar 8  Spring Break 

Tuesday Mar 13 Research 

S&S Read 682-696 



Thursday Mar 15 Research 

  

Tuesday Mar 20 Research 

 

Thursday Mar 22 Research 

 

Tuesday Mar 27 Research  

 Bring Research final draft to class. 

Thursday Mar 29  Research 

 Research Paper Due 30% 

Tuesday Apr 3 The Great Gatsby 

 Read Chapters 1 & 2 

Thursday Apr 5  No Class 

Tuesday Apr 10 The Great Gatsby 

 Read Chapters 3 & 4  

Thursday Apr 12 The Great Gatsby 

 Read Chapters 5 & 6 

Tuesday Apr 17 The Great Gatsby 

 Read Chapters 7 & 8 

Thursday Apr 19 The Great Gatsby 

 Read Chapter  9 

Tuesday Apr 24 

 Bring Draft of Literature Paper 

Thursday Apr 26 

 Literature Paper Due 20% 

Tuesday May 1  Final Exam  1020 5-7pm    

 In class essay. 


