
Dyersburg State Community College Course Syllabus 
Spring Semester 2012 

 
Truth, Tales, and Interpretation: The Story of America 

 
Course Title:  American II Literature & American History II Paired Course 
Course Number:  English 2120-01 \ History 2020-04 
Instructor:  Professor Andrea Franckowiak & Professor Clint Clifft  
Classroom:  Glover 200 
Days:   Tuesday, Thursday 
Time:   9:35-11:00 a.m. & 11:10-12:35 p.m. 
Credit Hours:  6 (six) (Students must be enrolled in both courses.) 

Getting in touch with us: 
Professor Andrea Franckowiak    Professor Clint Clifft 
286-3375      286-3360 
Glover 259     Glover 324/233 
Email: andrea@dscc.edu    Email: clifft@dscc.edu 
 
Office hours are:  
Monday:  8:30-10:00, 1:00-2:30   Monday:  8:00-9:00, 12:30-2:30 
Tuesday: 1:00-2:30    Tuesday:  1:30-2:30 
Wednesday: 8:30-10:00, 1:00-2:30   Wednesday:  8:00-9:00, 12:30-2:30 
Thursday:  1:00-2:30    Thursday:  1:30-2:30 
Friday:   8:30-10:00    Friday:   8:00-9:00, 1:00-2:00 
And by appointment    And by appointment 
    

***If you have any questions or problems, please feel free to contact us. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
ENG 2120 is a survey of American literature from the time of Emily Dickinson to the present. 

 
HIST 2020 begins with Reconstruction and covers the development of modern industrial 
America in the late nineteenth century.  The development and historical progress of the 
United States is covered to the post-World War II era. 
 
In the span of 150 years, the United States survived a brutal and bloody civil war, endured the 

strains of becoming a modern, industrial nation, took its place among the Great powers of 
the world, fought to make the world safe for democracy, and changed the course of world 

history.   

How did this happen?  What is the story behind this remarkable transformation? 

Explore the poetry and literature of American promise and the drama of the triumphs and 
tragedies of the American people as they created this amazing nation! 

 
 
 



LEARNING OUTCOMES ENGL 2120: American Literature II student should: 
 
1.  Expose the student to literature from diverse cultures and regions of the world. 
2.  Encourage interpretive reading and to increase the student’s appreciation of classic 
literature as it relates to the present. 
3.  Enrich the student’s knowledge and understanding of the human condition through the 
study of the American literature. 
4.  Acquire a broad background of the literary, philosophic, and religious heritage of 
America. 
5.  Become acquainted with the specific literary works, terminology, techniques, and periods 
in American literature. 
6.  Recognize the common core of human values and concerns which cuts across boundaries 
of time and space. 
7.  Understand literary works and periods in relation to their own times and situation. 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES HIST 2020: Upon completion of American History II, the 
student should be able to: 

 
1.  Analyze historical facts and interpretations and demonstrate an understanding of the 
development of the United States from the Colonial era to Reconstruction. 
2.  Analyze and compare political, social, and economic developments across a range of 
historical periods to explain the complex heritage of the United States. 
3.  Recognize the diversity of human experience throughout history and synthesize historical 
facts and interpretations into a meaningful understanding of the past. 
4.  Draw on an informed historical perspective to evaluate contemporary issues and 
problems. 
5.  Apply the methods of historical research and interpretation and analyze the contributions 
of past cultures and societies to the contemporary world. 
 
 
METHOD OF PRESENTATION:   
 
Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to improve learning experiences 
and to appeal to varying student learning styles.  Class meetings will include lectures, 
presentation of audio-visual materials, group discussions, quizzes, in-class assignments, 
homework assignments, small group activities, individual presentations, library activities and 
computer lab work.  Students are expected to read the assigned materials prior to each class 
and to be prepared to contribute to the class. 
 
GENERAL POLICIES: 
 
1.  Missed quizzes and in-class assignments cannot be made up.  The lowest 
quiz/assignment grade will be dropped. 
 
2.  FINAL PROJECT: The Final Project will constitute 20% of the course grade.  A separate 
sheet detailing the assignment will be distributed at a later date. 
 



3.  ATTENDANCE: Students must be in class on time.  Students must also adhere to the 
DSCC Attendance Policy. The DSCC Attendance Policy is available at the end of the 
syllabus. 
 
4.  Students are expected to turn assignments in on time.  Students are expected to read 
and/or complete assigned work before coming to class.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to contact the instructors regarding missed classes and assignments.  Late 
assignments will be penalized one letter grade per day. 
 
5. The instructors reserve the right to alter the course syllabus as necessary. 
 
6. ACCESS: Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination 
free environment for all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the 
College of any assistance they may need. Please notify your instructor or Dr. Karen 
Rutledge, Counselor/ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 
 
Grade Scale:      
 A = 91 to 100% Excellent   
 B = 81 to 90%  Above Average 
 C = 71 to 80%  Average   
 D = 60 to 70%  Below Average  
 F = Below 60% Failing   
 
Course Components: 
 
 Unit 1    20% 
 Unit 2    20% 
 Unit 3    20% 
 Unit 4    20% 
 Final Project   20% 
 
REQUIRED RESOURCES and TEXTBOOKS: All students are required to purchase 
and/or obtain the following materials: 
 
For HIST 2020: 
Schweikart, Larry and Michael Allen. A Patriot’s History of the United States. Sentinel. 

(ISBN- 13: 978-1-59523-032-4) 
 
Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States.  Harper Perennial.  

(ISBN-13: 978-0-06-083865-2) 
 
Soifer, Paul and Abraham Hoffman. Cliffs Quick Review: U.S. History II.  Hungry Minds, Inc. 

(ISBN 0-7645-8537-1) 
 
For ENGL 2120: 
Assigned readings will available on the class D2L course shell or online. Students should also 
have a flash drive, a pen and pencil, and loose leaf paper. 



 
 

Tentative Course Calendar ENG 2120/HIST 2020: Spring 2012 
 

 
First Day: Jan 12 Introduction to the Learning Community  
  
Week 1: Jan 16-20 Unit 1: Overview & Reconstruction & Jim Crow, 1860s-1900s 
   Dickinson, Twain, Faulkner, Dubois, & B.T. Washington 
Week 2: Jan 23-27 
   
Week 3: Jan 30-Feb 3 
  
Week 4: Feb 6-10 Unit 2: Industrialization, Imperialism, & Democracy, 1870s-1920 

Black Elk, Frost, E.A. Robinson, Henry James, Chopin, Zora Neal 
Hurston & Carl Sandburg  

Week 5: Feb 13-17 
 
Week 6: Feb 20-24 
 
Week 7: Feb 27-March 2  Unit 3: Modernity, Hard Times, & World War II, 1920-1940s 

Melville, Margaret Sanger, Gertrude Stein (& Feminism), Fitzgerald, 
Steinbeck, Hurston, Hughes & Frankl 
  

Week 8: March 5-9 Spring Break March 5-10 
   
Week 9: March 12-16 
  
Week 10: March 19-23 
 
Week 11: March 26-30 Unit 4: Cold War Culture, Idealism, & Disillusionment, 1950s-1990s 
   Richard Wright, Frankl, Ellison, Ginsberg, Plath & Alice Walker  
 
Week 12: April 2-6 Spring Conference\Easter Break April 5-6 
   
Week 13: April 9-13 
   
Week 14: April 16-20  Catch-up 
   
Week 15: April 23-27  Final Project Prep. 
  
Week 16: April 30-May 4 Final Project\Presentation Due 



DSCC Attendance Policy: 
 

Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from the 
classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State 
Community College has established the following Class Attendance Policy, which is 
applicable to all students attending classes both in person and online. 
 
1.  Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for which a 
student is registered are expected. 

 
2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 

 
3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence from class or 
shortly after the absence.  The instructor will determine whether an absence is excused or 
unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any missed class 
session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept makeup work for the class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets three 
(3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets twice 
weekly or one (1) unexcused absence from a class that meets once weekly in a three (3) hour 
block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do not participate in an online 
course for one week will be reported as “stopped attending.” 
 
6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be reported 
as “stopped attending.” 

 
7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future 
financial aid. 

 
8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped 
attending” designation is reported or if continuing, regular attendance proves impossible.  In 
these circumstances, failure to withdraw from a course by the deadline listed in the 
Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact eligibility for 
future financial aid and/or continued enrollment (please note that a grade of W may also 
negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid). 
 
9. Failure to contact the instructor prior to an absence may result in the designation of the 
absence as being “unexcused.”   

 
10. Students wishing to appeal a determination of an unexcused absence or “stopped 
attending” designation should attempt to resolve the matter with the instructor within five 
(5) days from the last date of attendance.  If the student still wishes to appeal, he/she must 
present the matter in writing to the Vice President for the College within five (5) days after 



attempting to clarify or resolve the matter with the instructor.  The Vice President should 
receive the appeal within ten (10) days after the last date of attendance.  After the Vice 
President for the College receives the appeal, a hold will be placed on the student’s account 
during the appeal process.  The Vice President for the College will render a final decision 
within ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the College denies the appeal, unearned 
financial aid money will be returned to the Federal Government (as required by Federal law) 
and the student may have an account balance.  It should be noted that if an appeal is not 
requested, any unearned financial aid money will be returned to the Federal Government and 
the student will have to repay unearned financial aid money. 

 
11. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having a more 
restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 
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