
English 2310 World Literature I Spring 2013 

Dr. William Northcutt 

northcutt@dscc.edu (Do not email me through D2L—I do not check that email 
often). 

OFFICE HOURS 

Office No. ____Glover 255__ 

 

Days Time Time 

Monday 10-11 12:15-1:15 

Tuesday 8:30-9:30am 12:45-1:45 

Wednesday 10-11 12:15-1:15 

Thursday 8:30-9:30 12:45-1:45 

Friday 8-9 10-11 

 

Welcome to World Literature I, from the earliest days of writing through the 
Renaissance.   

 

Ways to succeed in this course: 

 Do a diligent job of reading all the assignments.  Quizzes will occur without 
warning. 

 Come to class regularly and be on time: don’t miss more than a couple of 
classes, or it will hurt your participation grade. 

 Be prepared to discuss the literature in class.  No one has all the answers, so 
your input is important. 



 Don’t just read the assignments: THINK about them. Do some extra work, 
and read up on the cultures from the countries whose literature we are 
reading. 

 Read the introductions to each era and each writer:  this background 
knowledge will help you to better understand the literature. 

 Never text in class.  Turn off your phone.  I will ask you to leave if you 
text during class. 

 Complete all assignments. 

 Be prepared for the tests. 

 Don’t chat to classmates unless we’re doing group work, and don’t disrupt 
the class. 

 Do not plagiarize.  This or any other kind of cheating will result in a grade of 
0 and may cause you to fail the class.  There are no second chances.  
Plagiarism happens whenever you borrow the words or ideas of another 
source without giving proper credit to that source. 

 Enjoy what we’re reading: the readings offer you a good chance to expand 
your mind.  Look at this as a chance to do some real learning. 

Grades 

 A 91-100 

 B 81-90 

 C 71-80 

 D 61-70 

 F 60 or below 
 
 

 Participation: Class Discussions, In-class and Out of Class work, Attendance 
           10% 

 Exams A,B, C, and Final     20% each  80% 

 Group Exercises      5% each  10% 

Required Materials 

 Pen (not pencil) and Paper for exams and quizzes. 



 The Norton Anthology of World Literature. 3rd Edition. Volumes A, B, and 
C. 

o ISBN-10: 0393933652  and  
o ISBN-13: 978-0393933659 

 Tips for Writing about Literature  
 Present a thesis, use logical thinking and relevant quotations in order to 

support that thesis.  

 Use MLA style to format your paper and to format and document quotations. 
Use the present tense when writing about the action in a literary work. For 
example: Candide discovers Cunegonde who works as a servant—not, 
Candide discovered Cunegonde . . .  

 Use the author’s full name on first mention. Subsequently use the last name: 
Ernest Hemingway, then Hemingway.  

 Short story and poem titles are surrounded by quotation marks: 
“Punishment”  

 Play, novel, and book titles are either underlined or put in italics: Tartuffe.  

 Do not announce your own process of writing or your plan for the essay. For 
example, do not write, “In this essay, I plan to . . .”  

 Don’t write about the assignment: do not write anything such as “At first 
when I was reading, I didn’t understand the story.”  

 You must quote from the literature in order to make points that support your 
thesis statement.  

 Your essay should show awareness of the political and literary backgrounds 
of the works.  

 Don’t waste your introduction with the authors’ biography, unless some 
specific part of it has to do directly with your thesis.  

 Use the conclusion to tie up loose ends or to complete something that you 
begin in the introduction. Don’t just repeat information, and don’t begin a 
new topic. Instead, make the conclusion drive your point home.  

 Pay attention to the details of the literature. Look for repetitions of themes, 
images, symbols, words. Authors often use repetitions of these types to 
develop the story or to comment on a particular character or situation.  

 Think of the cultural and political contexts of the writing. 
 



Schedule of Readings and Exams 

 

1. January 18—Introduction 
 

2. January 23, 25 

 Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Literature (3) 

 All selections from “Creation and the Cosmos” (23) 

 All selections from “Egyptian Love Songs” (76) 
 

3. January 28, 30, and Feb 1 

 The Epic of Gilgamesh (95) 

 

4. February 4, 6, and 8 

 Euripides, Medea (786) 

 The Bhagavad-Gita  
 

5. February 11, 13, 15 

 Confucius, From Analects (1334) 

 Exam over Vol. A 
 Beowulf (107) 

 

6. February 18, 20, 22 

 Beowulf 
 Marie de France, Lais, “Prologue” and “Lautic” 

 

7. February 25, 27, March 1 

 Medieval Lyrics (315) 

 Arnaut Daniel, “The Art of Love” (326) 

 Bertran de Born, “In Praise of War” (340) 



 Walther von der Vogelweide, “Dancing Girl” (342) 

 Guido Cavalcanti, “A Lady Asks Me“ (356) 

 

8. March 4, 6, 8 

 Dante Alighieri (535) 

 Inferno (392-418) 

 From Paradiso (530) 

 

9. Spring Break 

 

10. March 18, 20, 22 

 Geoffrey Chaucer (657) 

 The Canterbury Tales, “General Prologue” (662) 
 

11. March 25, 27 

 “The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale” (682) 

 Exam over Vol. B 
 The Encounter of Europe and the New World (517) 

 
12. April 1, 3, 5 

 From Popol Vuh (520) 

 Shakespeare, Hamlet, Prince of Denmark (652) 

 

13. April 8, 10, 12 

 Hamlet 
 

 

14. April 15, 17, 19 



 Hamlet 

 John Milton (770) 

 Paradise Lost, Book I (774) 

 

15. April 22, 24, 26 

 Paradise Lost, Book 4 (792), Book 8 (804), Book 9 (815), Book 10 
(842), and Book 12 (852) 

 

16. April 29, May 1, 3 

 Exam over Vol. C 

 

17. May 6—last day of classes before the exam 

Final Exam, May 8 at 10:15-12:15 


