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Credit Hours:  3 
 
Getting in touch with me: 
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My e-mail address: cbilow@dscc.edu;  also send to this address:  bilow@aeneas.net 
My tutorials (Room 145):       __________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Course Description  
     This course focuses on the development of human civilization from 1500 to the present.  We will 
discuss the development of world civilization into the twentieth century (i.e., the 1900s).  In these 
discussions, the influence of such factors as these will be considered:  race, gender, class, nationality, 
religion, and ethnic background.  Discussions are intended to deepen the student’s understanding of the 
development of civilization. 
 
 
For your information 
ADA Policy:  Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination-free 
environment for its students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the 
college of any assistance they may need.  Please contact Ms. Pam Dahl, ADA Coordinator:  286-3242. 
 
 
Instructional Activities and Methodology 
     Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate specific content and to 
appeal to varying student learning styles, including a variety of teaching methods, meaningful class 
discussions, challenging assignments, meaningful homework, productive use of class time, 
encouragement to speak in class, and encouragement for students to collaborate. 
 
 
General Requirements (Expectations): 
1.  Students are expected to attend class and to be on time.  Excessive absences will more likely result in  
     failure of the course. 
2.  Students are expected to abide by College policies. 
3.  Students are required to turn off electronic devices throughout the class period. 
4.   Students are required to submit assignments on time. 
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5.  Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming to class. 
6.  Students will be required to complete all coursework. 
7.  Students are expected to maintain a positive attitude and to try to enjoy the class. 
8.  Students must purchase the textbooks/materials for this course in order to receive a passing grade.    
     The textbooks are an integral part of learning and mastering the material/content of this course. 
 
 
Additional Expectations 
Attendance 
     Much of the value in this type of course consists of your regular attendance and class participation.  
Most of the real work of the course will take place in class.  When you miss a day, you will often have 
missed not just hearing a lecture but actually completing an assignment or participating in an activity.  
When you miss a day, furthermore, you often miss a very exciting learning moment. 
     In short:  If you want a good grade in this course, don’t miss class! 
     If you miss several classes, your final grade is in serious jeopardy.  When you are not in class, you 
cannot learn the skills necessary to complete this course.  If you know ahead of time that you must be 
absent, it is your responsibility to get the materials, handouts, and assignments.  If you know ahead of 
time that you must miss a class, contact the instructor. 
 
Being on time to class 
     There is no excuse for arriving late to class.  Tardiness is a bad habit.  I am on time; you need to be on 
time, too.  If you have a problem being on time, this class will help you fix your problem.  N.B.:  In the 
gradebook, two tardies=one absence.  If you arrive late often enough, you will not pass the class. 
 
 
Grading 
The grading system for this course is as follows: 
 91-100% =      A 
  81-90%   =      B 
 71-80%   =      C 
 60-70%   =      D 
 Below 60% =  F 
 
Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio (subject to modification): 
  Homework     30% 
  In-class activities, assignments, quizzes  30% 
  Five-paragraph essay    15% 
  Active participation, collaboration    5% 
  Reviews (1 printed article; 1 AV program)* 10% 
  Final Exam     10% 
                  100% 
*An approved campus lecture may, upon approval, be substituted for the AV program. 

Pop quizzes should be expected during any class session; these cannot be made up. 
 
 
Written work 
     You must keep all work that you do in this course, all assignments that you complete in this course, all 
handouts that you receive in this course, and all activities from this course.  All of these materials must be 
kept in a folder or binder, neatly organized. 



 
Late work policy 
     Students are expected to complete all assignments and to submit them on the due date.  Late work is 
unacceptable except in rare instances with prior arrangements with the instructor.  Students are also 
expected to come to class prepared to participate in all class activities.  Students unprepared to participate 
may be dismissed from that class session and/or will be marked absent from class for that day. 
 
 
Legibility 
      Homework assignments, unless specified otherwise, are to be typed and submitted in hard copy.  For 
in-class work that is handwritten, legibility is absolutely essential.  Make arrangements for penmanship 
tutoring if necessary. 
 
 
Required Textbooks/Resources 
A World History (4th ed.), William H. McNeill 
Abina and the Important Men:  A Graphic History, Trevor R. Getz and Liz Clarke 
 
N.B.:  Both textbooks are essential to complete this course successfully. 
 
Students are required to bring the following additional materials to each class session:   
  Loose-leaf paper 
  Pen (dark blue or black ink) 
  Folder 
 


