
HISTORY 2010 – AMERICAN HISTORY I 

Course Syllabus   FALL 2014 
 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course examines the history of the United States from the pre-Columbian era to Reconstruction. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

1.  analyze historical facts and interpretations and demonstrate an understanding of the development 
of the United States from the Colonial era to Reconstruction. 
 
2.  analyze and compare political, social, and economic developments across a range of historical 
periods to explain the complex heritage of the United States. 
 
3.  recognize the diversity of human experience throughout history and synthesize historical facts and 
interpretations into a meaningful understanding of the past. 
 
4.  draw on an informed historical perspective to evaluate contemporary issues and problems. 

5.  apply the methods of historical research and interpretation and analyze the contributions of past 
cultures and societies to the contemporary world.  

Prerequisites: ENGL 0810 and READ 0810 

Course Topics: This course examines the history of the United States from the pre-Columbian era to Reconstruction.  

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

1. Complete all assigned readings and course assignments. 

2. Successfully complete all course assessments. 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

Johnson, Paul. A History of the American People. Harper Perennial. (ISBN 978-0-06-093034-9) 
 
Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States.  Harper Perennial.  (ISBN 978-0-06-083865-2) 
 
Soifer, Paul and Abraham Hoffman.  Cliffs Quick Review: U.S. History I.  Wiley Publishing. 
(ISBN 0-8220-5360-8) 
          Cliff Notes Website:  http://www.cliffsnotes.com/more-subjects/history/us-history-i 
 

Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook.  

Supplementary 
Materials: 

 

Software 
Requirements: 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: J. Clint Clifft, Ph.D. 

http://www.cliffsnotes.com/more-subjects/history/us-history-i
http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore


Instructor Contact 
Information: 

Office: Room 234/233 Glover 
Phone # 731-286-3360 
Email: clifft@dscc.edu  

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Office Hours: Monday 8:00–9:00; 12:30–2:30 
Tuesday 11:15–12:15 
Wednesday 8:00–9:00; 12:30–2:30 
Thursday 11:15–12:15 
Friday 8:00-9:00; 1:00–2:00 
And by Appointment 

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

I will make every attempt to respond to course email within 24 or 36 hours during the work week, 
though it may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet the stated 
response time. 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: The instructor will measure student learning in this class using eight to ten quizzes, assignments, and 
other assessments throughout the semester as well as a Final Assessment. The student’s performance 
on each of the quizzes, assignments, and final assessment will be averaged together to determine the 
student’s overall course grade. 
 
The quizzes, assignments, and other assessments may consist of multiple choice questions, short 
answer questions, map exercises, document analyses, homework, and essays drawn from the 
assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions.  

Make-up work will be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Students who miss an assignment or 
quiz must contact the instructor within 24 hours and have a legitimate excuse, appropriate 
documentation, and provide a written request to arrange an opportunity to make-up the missed 
work. 

Grading Procedures: The instructor will measure student learning in this class using eight to ten quizzes, assignments, and 
other assessments throughout the semester as well as a Final Assessment. The student’s performance 
on each of the quizzes, assignments, and final assessment will be averaged together to determine the 
student’s overall course grade.  

Grading Scale: A  90%–100%   Excellent 
B  80%–89%     Above Average 
C  70%–79%     Average 
D  60%–69%     Below Average 
F     0%–59%     Failing 

mailto:clifft@dscc.edu


Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 

 

 

 

Dates Assignments 

Week 1 Introduction & Overview of United States History. 
Reading to be assigned. 

Week 2 c.1000s-1600s. Old World/New Worlds: Europe, 
Africa, & the Americas 

Week 3 1607-1760s. English Colonization in America: 
Geography, Culture, & Politics 

Week 4 Review & Assessment. 

Week 5 1650s-1763. America in the British Empire: 
Money, Religion, & Culture 

Week 6 1763-1783. The American Revolution: Causes, 
Conflicts, & Consequences 

Week 7 Review & Assessment. 

Week 8 1777-1789. Building a Republic: Balancing Liberty 
& Power 

Week 9 1789-1824. The Early Republic: Building a Nation 

Week 10 Review & Assessment. 

Week 11 1824-1840s. Antebellum Culture: Democracy, 
Salvation, & Reform 

Week 12 1836-1859. Manifest Destiny: Expansion, War, & 
Democracy 

Week 13 Review & Assessment. 

Week 14 1860-1865. The American Civil War: Strategies, 
Battles, & Outcomes 

Week 15 1863-1877. Reconstruction: Civil Rights, Southern 
Redeemers, & Jim Crow 

Week 16 Final Assessment. 
 

Punctuality: Students should complete the assigned readings, course assignments, and assessments as scheduled. 
Students who will be late for class or need to leave class early must notify the instructor beforehand.  
Otherwise, students must be in class on time. 

Attendance Policy: Attendance is crucial to academic success. 

View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 

Class Participation: Students must participate in all interactive aspects of the course. For example, students are expected 
to communicate with the instructor as a learning resource, students must check the course bulletin 
board frequently for announcements, read the assigned materials and actively participate in class 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/


discussions. 

Course Ground Rules 

General:  Students who will be late for class or need to leave class early must notify the instructor beforehand.  
Otherwise, students must be in class on time.  Arriving late for class is disruptive to the educational 
process and demonstrates a lack of respect for the other students.  Students arriving after class has 
started will be admitted at the discretion of the instructor who may put the matter to a class vote. 
 
Cell phones and other electronic devices must be turned off or placed on mute.  Paying attention and 
participating in class is crucial to the student’s retention of material.  Therefore, the instructor may 
deduct points from a student’s overall course average for surfing the internet or texting during class.  
The use of cell phones and other electronic devices is not permitted during assessments. 
 
It is the responsibility of the student to contact the instructor regarding missed classes and 
assignments.  Late take home assignments will be penalized one letter grade per day. 
 
No food or eating is allowed in the classroom. 
 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  

2. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 
way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some 
cases.  

3. Use standard fonts.  

4. Do not send large attachments without permission.  

5. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 
avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  

6. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a lurker, 
then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new topic.  

3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 
discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  

4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 
entering your remarks.  

5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  

6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  

7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Web Resources:  

Other Important Information 

Library Resources For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual Library. 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/


Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 

Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

Students With 
Disabilities: 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they 
may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by email and posted 
within the online course material. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally unavailable 
due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during the early 
morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, the 
College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to 
make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

Safety / Security Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual Security 
Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 

DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up for 
emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add your 
contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply 

Implementation 
date approved by 
Instructional 
Council: 

Summer 2013 (prerequisites) 

Fall 2011 (course description) 

Fall 2007 (learning outcomes) 

 

http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/security
https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC

