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Course Overview 
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This course surveys social, political, and economic events that have shaped the United States 
from the first inhabitants of the Americas to 1865. Students delve into key historical events in 
North American history, ranging from Spanish and English colonization to the Civil War. This 
course equips students with a general understanding of how important early historical events 
laid the foundation for future development of the United States.  



 

TOPICS AND OBJECTIVES  
 
Geographic Revolution 
  
Relate about the prehistoric cultures of the First Americans. 
 
Analyze the relationship between the European explorers and the American Indians.  
 
 Describe how changes in European society led to North American colonization.  
 
Settlement in the South and North  
 
 Discuss the role of religion in the Northern colonies (particularly as to the Puritans and witchcraft, the 
Quakers, and the Great Awakening).   
 
 Discuss the development of Southern culture during the colonial period.   
 
 On the Road to American Independence  
 
 Describe the growing rift between Great Britain and the colonies.  
 
Examine the factors that led to the coming of war and the movement for independence. 
 
The American Revolution and a New Government  
 
 Discuss the factors that contributed to the success of the American Revolution.  
 
 Determine the strengths and weaknesses of the Confederation government. 
 
 Discuss the impact of the federal Constitution as the new American government. 
 
Toward Nationalism  
 
 Determine the impact of Alexander Hamilton’s financial program.  
 
 Summarize the influence the War of 1812 had on American nationalism.  
 
 Describe the effects of Western expansion after 1800.  
 
Economic and Political Transformation  
 
 Examine the rise of industrialization in America as to its impact on workers, cities, etc. 
 
 Discuss the social and political changes associated with the Age of Jackson and the rise of democracy.  
 
Relate about President Jackson and the conflict between nationalism and sectionalism. 
 
Social Structure and Transformation in the North and South  
 
 Describe the class structure and slave culture in the Old South.  
 
 Assess how abolitionism influenced sectionalism.  
 
 Discuss the significance and impact of the South’s protection of slavery and states’ rights...  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sectional Conflict and Civil War  
 
 Discuss the political, social, and economic factors that led to sectional conflict and Southern secession.  
   
Examine the battles, leaders and the significance if the Civil War. 

 
 Explain how the Civil War shaped social, political, and economic change.  
 
Testing: 
 
There will be three major tests and one research paper. 
 
ASSESSMENT OF OUTCOMES: Grades will be based on the following scale: 
90%-100% = A 

80%-89% = B 

70%-79% = C 

60%-69% = D 

59% and below = F 

Classroom rules and expectations: 

(The following behavior can result in a loss of points or being dropped from the class.) 

* Use of cell phones and pagers are prohibited during class (unless discussed with instructor prior to 
class) this includes texting. 

*Use of laptops will be prohibited (unless discussed with instructor prior to class) 

* Listening to any music device during class will be prohibited. 

* Cheating, plagiarism will not be tolerated. 

* Be on time to class. 

 

Mr. G. Blankinship 

History Instructor 


