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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course will examine the history of the United States from the 
Colonial era to Reconstruction.  The course will also introduce students to the methods of 
historical research and interpretation, and help students to develop their ability to think critically 
through an emphasis on reading, writing, and discussion.   
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS: 
 
Johnson, Paul.  A History of the American People. New York: Harper Perennial, 1997. 
 
Zinn, Howard.  A People’s History of the United States. New York: Harper Perennial, 1999. 
 
The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States. New York: Bantam 
 Classic, 1998. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 
 
1.  Analyze historical facts and interpretations and demonstrate an understanding of the 
development of the United States from the Colonial era to Reconstruction. 
 
2.  Analyze and compare political, social, and economic developments across a range of 
historical periods to explain the complex heritage of the United States. 
 
3.  Recognize the diversity of human experience throughout history and synthesize historical 
facts and interpretations into a meaningful understanding of the past. 
 
4.  Draw on an informed historical perspective to evaluate contemporary issues and problems. 
 
5.  Apply the methods of historical research and interpretation and analyze the contributions of 
past cultures and societies to the contemporary world. 
 
 
 



METHOD OF PRESENTATION: 
 
Class meetings will include lectures, presentation of audio-visual materials, and group 
discussions. Students should read the assigned material prior to each class in order to be properly 
prepared to contribute to the class. 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION: 
 
1.  TESTS:  There will be two tests- a midterm test and a final exam.  The midterm test will 
cover the material from the first half of the course.  The final exam will be comprehensive. 
Students are expected to be familiar with the factual material and to be able to interpret and 
explain the material in its historical contexts.  Make up exams will be given at the discretion of 
the instructor.  Students who miss an exam must contact the instructor to arrange a make up 
exam. If the score on the final exam exceeds the score on the midterm, the final exam score will 
be doubled and replace the score on the midterm 
 
2.  IDENTIFICATION ITEMS:  The second part of the test will be a set of identification items.  
Students will be required to choose five items on each test as directed and write complete 
responses.  Student must cite their sources using the MLA format.  For the final exam, students 
will write a set of five additional identification items for a total of ten items. 
 
3.  LEARNING LOGS:  Students will be required to make daily entries in a learning log.  The 
learning log will be turned in at midterm and at the final exam. 
 
4.  CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION:  Each student will participate in a mock constitutional 
convention as part of the course.  Students will be assigned at random to a group that will take on 
the role of a delegation to the Constitutional Convention.  Each group will research the delegates 
from its delegation and their role in the writing of the Constitution.  They will play the role of 
their delegations at the mock convention and then write a report on the delegation and its activity 
at the Constitutional Convention.  This will be a formal paper of approximately 1000 words and 
will include proper citations and works cited list in MLA format. 
 
3.  QUIZZES/OTHER ASSIGNMENTS:  The student’s daily participation, performance on 
quizzes and in-class assignments, map exercises, and other assignments will constitute 10% of 
the course grade.  Missed quizzes and in-class assignments cannot be made up.  The lowest 
quiz/in-class assignment grade will be dropped. 
 
4.  EXTRA CREDIT:  From time to time, as appropriate, students may have extra credit 
opportunities.  These extra credit grades will be added to the test grades.  
 
ATTENDANCE:  Attendance is MANDATORY.  Students must be in class on time.  Arriving 
late for class is disruptive to the educational process and demonstrates a lack of respect for the 
other students.  Students arriving after class has started will be admitted at the discretion of the 
instructor. 
 



GENERAL POLICIES: Students who will be late for class or need to leave class early must 
notify the instructor.  Cell phones and pagers must be turned off or placed on mute.  The 
instructor reserves the right to alter the course syllabus as necessary.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to contact the instructor regarding missed classes and assignments.  Late assignments will 
be penalized one letter grade per day.   
 
GRADING POLICY:  Grades in this course will be based on the quality of student performance 
on quizzes and student participation in class discussion and seminars.  Grades in this course will 
reflect the following standards: 
 
An “A” means that you are one of the few whose work has been outstanding.  You have 
displayed superior scholarship, initiative, and leadership.  Your contribution to the class has been 
a positive benefit. 
 
A “B” means that your work is above average in quality.  Your scholarship has been accurate and 
complete.  You have shown some initiative and have done an effective job in your group work.   
 
A “C” means that your work has been average.  You have met the minimum requirements in the 
course and have done what was expected in class.  You have done what you needed in group but 
no more. 
 
A “D” means that your work has been inferior.  You have not shown any initiative and have not 
even met the minimum requirements of the class. 
 
An “F” indicates that you have not completed your assignments and that you have been a 
negative influence on the progress of the class and your group. 
 
Grades for the course will be determined as follows: 
 
Midterm/Identification      30%    
Final/Identification       30/60%    
Constitutional Convention      30%   
Learning Log/Quizzes/Other Assignments    10%   
 
The following grade scale will be used in determining final course grades 
 
  A      90 to 100 
  B      80 to 89 
  C      70 to 79 
  D      60 to 69 
  F      Less than 60  


