
 
 
 

 
 
 

History 2010        Don Wilson 
To 1877     606-2620  
Fall 2012     dmvgwilson@yahoo.com 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is a survey of the United States history from the 
first European contacts through the Reconstruction period.  It is designed to 
convey the broad sweep of American history as well as to illuminate the critical 
moments that contributed to the creation of the United States.  Because it is a 
survey, we will not have the opportunity to give as much attention as you may 
desire to every important, interesting, and controversial topic of this period.  The 
course will cover developments in culture and society as well as the more 
traditional politics and diplomacy.  Students will learn of the variety of people 
from different backgrounds and levels of society, women as well as men, who 
participated in the building of America.   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  The instructor expects each student to keep up with the 
schedule of readings that appears on this syllabus.  You have a much better 
idea of what is going on if you have done the reading.  These assignments, along 
with information from the lectures, will provide the material for the exams and 
quizzes.  There will be three exams consisting of multiple choice, fill in the blank, 
essays, and identifications.  Anything assigned for a particular class is fair game 
for quiz questions--keep up with your reading.  Only two exams will count towards 
the final grade.  Each exam will count 100 points.  The lowest exam grade will be 
dropped.  You may take all three exams or you may take only two.  Also, there 
will be eight quizzes during the semester.  Only five will count towards the final 
grade.  The quizzes will be worth 10 points each. 
 
2 Exams @ 100 points each=200 points 
5 Quizzes @ 10 points each=50 points 
Total Points= 250 
225=A 
200=B 
175=C 
150=D 
Below 150=F   
 
ATTENDANCE:  Because you are responsible for all material covered in class, 
regular attendance is expected.  I will keep a record of your attendance, using it 
to determine your course grade in borderline cases.  Also, I have my own ways of 
encouraging class attendance.  During the course of the semester there will be 
several unannounced quizzes over the lectures and readings which will have a 
bearing on your grade.  THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUPS ON QUIZZES.  Make-ups will 
be allowed on exams, but must be made up within one week.  It is your 
responsibility to arrange the makeup.  Unless there are extenuating 
circumstances, make-ups not completed within one week will have a score of 
zero entered in the grade book.   
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REQUIRED READING:  Roark, James L., The American Promise A History of the 
United States, 4th Edition.   
 
 Various Handouts    
 
OFFICE HOURS:  By appointment. 
 
GRADING SCALE:  90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, Below 60 F. 
 
ONE FINAL TIP:  Bad things happen to good people.  If you have a horrible test, if 
something traumatic happens in your personal life, or if the world just seems to 
be collapsing around you, you need to talk to me as soon as possible.  Often, 
there are things that can be done and allowances that can be made to help 
you get back on track in this class.  However, I can not help you if you do not talk 
to me. 
 
KEEP THIS SYLLABUS AND REFER TO IT OVER THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER.  WHEN 
IN DOUBT, ASK QUESTIONS. 
 
LECTURES:  Subject to change.  Chapter numbers following each lecture are for 
the Roark text and will give you a basic background for each subject which I will 
expand upon in lecture. 
 
27 Aug Introduction/Exploration 
03 Sep No Class Labor Day 
10 Sep Colonial America (Ch.1-4) 
17 Sep  War For Empire-British Opression (Ch. 5) 
24 Sep  Test 1 
01 Oct  British Opression Part II-War for Independence (Ch. 6-7) 
08 Oct Confederation Period/The Constitution (Ch. 8-9) 
15 Oct No Class Fall Break 
22 Oct The Federalist Era/The Early Republic (Ch. 9) 
29 Oct Test 2  
05 Nov Jeffersonian America-Era of Good Feelings (Ch.10-11)  
12 Nov Jacksonian America-Reform Movements (Ch. 11) 
19 Nov  Manifest Destiny-Old South and Slavery  (Ch. 12) 
26 Nov  Sectionalism Part 1 (Ch. 13-14) 
03 Dec  Sectionalism Part 2-Civil War (Chap. 14-15) 
10 Dec  Test 3 
 
 


