
Course Information 

Course Name 

American History I 

Course Number 

HIST 2010 OL 

Credit Hours 

3 

Instructor & Contact Information 

Brent Taylor 

Adjunct Instructor of History 

Dyersburg State Community College 

1510 Lake Road 

Dyersburg, TN 38024 

Email: taylor1@dscc.edu 

Helpdesk 

731-288-7780 

Online Course Director Dennis Anderson 

731-286-3292 

Instructor Response Time 

The instructor will make every attempt to respond to course emails within 48 hours during the 
workweek though it may not be possible in all cases Delays are more likely over the weekend, 
but look for answers sometime on Monday. 

The best way to contact me is by emailing me at taylor1@dscc.edu. 

Course Description 

mailto:clifft@dscc.edu


HIST 2010 examines the history of the United States from the pre-Columbian era to 
Reconstruction. 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

1. Analyze historical facts and interpretations and demonstrate a factual understanding of the 
development of the United States from the Colonial Era to Reconstruction. 

2. Analyze and compare political, social, and economic developments across a range of historical 
periods to explain the complex heritage of the United States. 

3. Recognize the diversity of human experience throughout history and synthesize historical facts 
and interpretations into a meaningful understanding of the past. 

4. Draw on an informed historical perspective to evaluate contemporary issues and problems. 

5. Understand the methods of historical research and interpretation and analyze the contributions 
of past cultures and societies to the contemporary world. 

Prerequisites 

Completion of DSPR 0800 and DSPW 0800 or equivalent documented skill levels. 

Course Topics 

Unit 1: The Colonial Era & The American Revolution 

Unit 2: The Early Republic, 1783-1846 

Unit 3: The Civil War & Reconstruction, 1846-1877 

Specific Course Requirements 

The study of history consists of asking questions, research, reading, critical thinking, and 
analytical writing. Therefore, this course requires a large amount of reading and writing. The 
successful completion of this course will strengthen the students’ skills in these areas. As in a 
traditional classroom, you must do all of your own work. Violation of this requirement will result 
in failing the course. Any instance of plagiarism will result in failing the course. 

The nature of an online course makes it much like an independent study course. It is 
recommended that only highly motivated students with excellent study skills and work habits 
enroll in an online course. 



The assignments are designed to take from 8 to 10 hours per week (similar to a traditional 
course); if you are unable or unwilling to commit this amount of time to your success in this 
course, you should reconsider taking an online class. 

Students are required to take three proctored Exams at one of the DSCC campuses and will not 
be allowed to use books, notes, the internet, or other supplementary materials. It is the 
responsibility of each student to schedule appointments at the appropriate campus site to take 
each exam. Due to limited space, students should schedule their appointments as soon as 
possible. 

Testing Sites: 

DSCC Main Campus 731-286-3292 

731-286-3226 

Gibson Co./Trenton 731-855-1419 

Tipton Co./Covington 901-475-3121 

901-475-3122 

Required Textbook 

Roark, James L., et al. The American Promise: A History of the United States. 4th Edition. Value 
Edition. Bedford St. Martins, 2009. (ISBN-10: 0-312-487347) 

Click here for Dyersburg State's bookstore:  DSCC Bookstore  

Textbook website: www.bedfordstmartins.com/roarkvalue 

Hardware Requirements 

Students must have access to a computer with sufficient memory and processor power and a 
reliable Internet connection. 

Software Requirements 

Students must have a reliable Internet connection and access to Microsoft Word to take this 
course. 

Testing Procedures 

The exams and quizzes are timed and will be a combination of objective questions and essay 
questions. 

http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/roarkvalue


The quizzes are timed and will be available for at least four (4) days. 

Please Note: There are no make-ups for missed quizzes except in rare cases as determined 
by the instructor.   

The three exams must be taken onsite at one of the DSCC campus locations. Students must 
schedule their exams. See “Exam Policies and Procedures” for directions. Exact dates for the 
exams are specified in the Course Announcements. The exams will be available for four (4) 
days. 

Please Note: There are no make-ups for missed exams except in rare cases and only as 
determined by the instuctor.  

Grading Procedures 

Students will accumulate points based on three exams, weekly quizzes, three discussion bonus 
assignments, and one special project. 

3 Exams: Total 300 points. 

12 Quizzes: Total 120 points. 

1 Special Project: Total 100 points. 

3 Discussions: 6 bonus points.  

Essay Rubric: 
A or Excellent 1. Presents profound, clear, unique, well 

thought out introduction, body, and 
conclusion that demonstrates analysis 
of the topic. 

2. Numerous factually correct specific 
details throughout the body, pointing 
to specific people, places, events 
relevant to the topic. 

3. Answers all parts of the question and 
covers all relevant parts of the topic. 

  
B or Good 1. Clear analysis of the topic in the 

introduction, body, and conclusion. 
2. Several specific factually correct 

details (people, places, events) 
3. Answers all parts of the question, and 

all relevant parts of the topic. 



C or Average 1. Contains an introduction, body, and 
conclusion with some analysis. 

2. Some specific details present to 
support the essay; very few if any 
factual mistakes. 

3. Answers most to all parts of the 
question and covers most to all parts 
of the topic. 

D or Poor 1. Intro, body, or conclusion incomplete 
or partially missing.  Little evidence 
of analysis. 

2. Few specific details.   Factual 
mistakes.  

3. Avoids major parts of the question; 
leaves out relevant parts of the topic. 

E or Failure 1. Little semblance of intro, body, 
and/or conclusion.  Little analysis 
present.  

2. Few specific details. Grave factual 
mistakes. 

3. Avoids major parts of the question or 
major parts of the topic. 

Syllabus Changes 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus if necessary due to time 
constraints, network outages, or other unforeseen events. If this is necessary, an email and a 
notice on the class Discussion Board will be issued to notify members of the class as soon as 
possible. 

Technical Support 

Technical assistance for students having problems with D2L is available at the DSCC Helpdesk 
or by telephone at 731-288-7780. 
 


