
DYERSBURG STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE TITLE:   Elementary Probability and Statistics 

COURES NUMBER AND SECTION: MATH 1530 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   This course includes such topics as organization and analysis of data, elementary 
probability, permutations, combinations, probability distributions, small and large sampling, hypothesis testing, 
regression and correlation. 

LECTURE HOURS:   There are 3 hours of lecture per week. 

Instructor’s Name: Ms. Devalyn Reynolds 

Contact Information: Office Phone: 731-286-3254 email: dreynolds@dscc.edu 

TEXTBOOK:  Elementary Statistics, 11th edition, by Triola (be sure and get the MyMathLab access code with your 
text!!!) 

SUPPLIES:  Pencils, colored pencils, nothing more than a scientific calculator, notebook and paper for homework, 
graph paper.   Microsoft Word and Excel will be useful for homework or the final project. 

METHOD OF PRESENTATION:  The material will be covered primarily in lecture format.  Homework problems will 
be assigned in MyMathLab and should be completed prior to the next class meeting.   Homework will be graded in 
MML, but you should keep a section in your notebook showing the work you did for each section.  Quizzes may be 
given, in MML, over assigned homework and will be announced in advance 

METHOD OF EVALUATION:     GRADING: 

Average of Exams:           60%     A 90-100 

Final Exam:             20%     B 80-89 

Homework, Quizzes        10%     C 70-79 

Final Project             10%     D 60-69 

                             F              below 60 

ATTENDANCE:   Attendance is Expected!!! (See the DSCC Policy below)  Absences will only be excused with written 
verification such as a doctor's note or an email from your coach.  No work will be made up for unexcused 
absences.  Students are responsible for making up all missed work, even if the absence is excused.  Attendance will 
be taken each class and students who miss more than 2 weeks of classes are subject to lowered grades. 

Students are expected to be in class on time.  Being late is disruptive and shows a lack of respect for your fellow 
students and the instructor.  If you have difficulty getting to class on time due to a scheduling conflict or a physical 
limitation, let your instructor know immediately.   If there is an unavoidable emergency, it is better to be late than 
absent.  When arriving late, slip in quietly and do not walk in front of the instructor.  Do not expect the instructor 
to go over material already discussed.  After class, you may get missed information by talking to the instructor 
and/or other students. 

 

 



DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

I. Purpose 
     The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for class    
 attendance. 

II. Scope 
  This policy applies to all credit courses (on ground and online). 

III. Policy 
 
Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from the classroom 
negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State Community College 
has established the following Class Attendance Policy which is applicable to all students 
attending classes both in person and online. 
 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for which 
a student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 
 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence from class 
or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will determine whether an absence is 
excused or unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any missed 

class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept makeup work for the 
class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets 

three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that 
meets twice weekly or one (1) unexcused absence from a class that meets once weekly 
in a three (3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do not 
participate in an online course for one week will be reported as “stopped attending.” 

 

6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be 
reported as “stopped attending.” 

 
7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future 

financial aid. 
 



8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped 
attending” designation is reported or if continuing, regular attendance proves 
impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw from a course by the deadline 
listed in the Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact 
eligibility for future financial aid and/or continued enrollment (please note that a grade 
of W may also negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid). 

 
9. Failure to contact the instructor prior to an absence may result in the designation of the 

absence as being “unexcused.”   
 

10. Students wishing to appeal a determination of an unexcused absence or “stopped 
attending” designation should attempt to resolve the matter with the instructor within 
five (5) days from the last date of attendance.  If the student still wishes to appeal, 
he/she must present the matter in writing to the Vice President for the College within 
five (5) days after attempting to clarify or resolve the matter with the instructor.  The 
Vice President should receive the appeal within ten (10) days after the last date of 
attendance.  After the Vice President for the College receives the appeal, a hold will be 
placed on the student’s account during the appeal process.  The Vice President for the 
College will render a final decision within ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the 
College denies the appeal, unearned financial aid money will be returned to the Federal 
Government (as required by Federal law) and the student may have an account balance.  
It should be noted that if an appeal is not requested, any unearned financial aid money 
will be returned to the Federal Government and the student will have to repay 
unearned financial aid money. 
 

11. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having a more 
restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 

 

 
IV. Compliance 
    All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 

V. Definitions 
   The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 

 
VI. Revision History 
    This policy was reviewed and approved by the Administrative Council in Fall 2011.  The 
policy was revised and approved by the Administrative Council on December 14, 2011. 

 



HOMEWORK, QUIZZES AND PROJECT: 

The syllabus is only a guide; tests may be rescheduled.   Students who are absent will be held responsible for 
knowing that assignments have been rescheduled.   Success in this class is directly related to completion of 
assignments.  Homework must be turned in when due unless arrangements have been made with the instructor.  If 
no prior arrangement has been made, late homework will not be accepted. 

The instructor is NOT responsible for getting any handouts, worksheets, or announcements to students who are 
absent. Students should regularly check the email in D2L, since the instructor does use this to send out 
announcements about the class. 

POLICY REGARDING MAKE-UP TEST:    There will be NO MAKE-UP TESTS OR QUIZZES GIVEN after the class has 
taken a test.  If a scheduled test must be missed due to an emergency, notify the instructor as soon as possible.  
With proper verification of the emergency, the test may be taken early or before the next class meeting.  The test 
must be completed before the next class meeting after the test.  If the emergency prevents taking the test before 
the next class meeting, no make-up will be given, but the instructor may allow substitution of the final exam grade 
for ONE missed test and substitution of the quiz average for missed quizzes.  ALL OTHER MISSED TESTS AND 
QUIZZES WILL BE RECORDED AS ZEROS. 

DISCRIMINATION:   Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for its students with disabilities.   Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the college of 
any assistance they may need.  Please contact Dr. Karen Rutledge, ADA Coordinator, at 731-286-3242. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of statistical terms. 
 Identify types of data. 
 Identify the measurement level of a variable. 
 Identify four basic sampling techniques. 
 Explain the difference between an observational and an experimental study. 
 Organize data using frequency distributions. 
 Represent data in frequency distributions using histograms, frequency polygons and ogives. 
 Be able to recognize and interpret data from Pareto charts, time series graphs, box plots and pie charts. 
 Summarize data using the measures of central tendency such as mean, median, mode and midrange. 
 Describe data using the measures of variation such as range, variance, and standard deviation. 
 Identify the position of a data value in a data set using various measures of position such as percentiles, deciles and      

quartiles. 
 Develop a Five-Number Summary for a data set and analyze the summary. 
 Determine the number of outcomes of a sequence of events using a tree diagram and/or the multiplication rule. 
 Determine the number of permutations, combinations, or "r" objects selected from "n" objects. 
 Use the permutation and combination rules to solve practical application problems. 
 Determine sample spaces and use classical and probability rules. 
 Determine probability of compound events. 
 Determine conditional probability. 
 Construct a probability distribution for a random variable. 
 Find the mean, variance and expected value for a discrete random event. 
 Find the mean, variance and standard deviation of a binomial distribution. 
 Identify the properties of the normal distribution. 
 Find the area under the standard normal distribution given various z values. 
 Find the probabilities for a normally distributed variable by transforming it into a standard normal variable. 
 Find specific data values for given percentages using the standard normal distribution. 
 Use the central limit theorem to solve problems involving sample means for large and small samples. 
 Use the normal approximation to compute probabilities for a binomial variable. 
 Determine confidence intervals for the mean 

Determine confidence intervals for proportions 
Determine minimum sample size for finding a confidence interval 
Perform tests of hypotheses for large samples using the z test 



Perform tests of hypotheses for small samples using the t test 
Test proportions using the z test 
Test variances or standard deviations using the chi-square test 
Explain the relationship between Type I and Type II errors 
Test the difference between variances using the F-test 
Compute correlation coefficients, coefficient of determination, and standard error of estimate 
Test a distribution for goodness of fit 
Test two variables for independence using chi-square 
Test proportions for homogeneity using chi-square 
Perform one-way ANOVA 
Perform two-way ANOVA 
Familiar with the concept of linear regression 
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