
Music Appreciation Fall 2012: MUS 1030 J01   CRN: 81817 

Instructor: Dr. James Albrecht 

e-mail: albrecht@dscc.edu 

Course Objective: 

Develop an understanding and appreciation of art music through the study of cultural periods, major 
composers, and musical elements. The student will be able to:  
1) distinguish the style elements of each major musical period [Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic, 20th Century]  
2) identify major composers and performers and their contributions to Western music  
3) aurally and visually identify instruments and various ensembles 
  

Required Materials:  

Music: An Appreciation (Brief) Connect Upgrade Edition by Roger Kamien, Publisher: McGraw-Hill, ISBN: 
978-0-07-760137-9 

Course Requirements: 

Readings from the text corresponding to the accompanying schedule of classes. Listening to the music 
under discussion outside of class. Familiarity with the music will be necessary for successful completion 
of the course. 

Tentative Calendar for Major Assignments and Exams: 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

UNIT I- FUNDAMENTALS  

Week 1- Syllabus overview/Course Procedures/Introduction to Sound 
Week 2- Instruments of the Orchestra/Voice Types and intro. to written music 
Week 3- Tuesday: Basic Music Theory (First Quiz) 
UNIT II: THE MIDDLE AGES AND THE RENAISSANCE  
Week 3- Thursday: Introduction and Music in the Middle Ages;  

Week 4- Tuesday: Music in the Renaissance (Second Quiz) 
UNIT III: THE BAROQUE PERIOD 
Week 4- Thursday: Intro/JS Bach  
Week 5- Forms/New instruments/Instrumental Music 

Week 6- Baroque Instrumental Music/Opera 
Week 7- Other Choral Music/Finish Unit (Third Quiz) and Mid-Term Review  
Week 8- MID-TERM Thursday October 18 



UNIT IV: THE CLASSICAL PERIOD  
Week 9- Intro/Classical Form/Composition Layout  
Week 10- Focus on Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven.  

Week 11 – Tuesday: Review/Finish Unit (Fourth Quiz) 
UNIT V: THE ROMANTIC PERIOD 
Week 11 - Thursday: Intro/Romantic Short Forms  
Week 12 – Virtuosos/Nationalism/Orchestration/Program Music/Italian Opera  

Week 13 - Tuesday: Richard Wagner/Finish Unit (Fifth Quiz)/Intro 20th Century 
Week 13 - No Class Thursday Nov. 22 is Thanksgiving  
UNIT VI: THE TWENTIETH CENTURY AND BEYOND  
Week 14 – Tuesday: Early 20th Century/French Impression/Communist Russia  

Week 14 - Thursday: Twelve-Tone System/American Composers/Late 20th Century  
Week 15 - Final Exam Review 
 

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE: 

Thursday December 13 8am-10am in our class room 

 
Grading Criteria:  
Students are graded according to their effort and accomplishment.  
Your final grade for the course will be calculated according to the following:  
Mid-Term Exam covering all material to that point (25% of the total grade)  
Final Exam Comprehensive for the entire year (25% of total grade)  
Quizzes: (25% of total grade) 
Kamien Assignments (25% of the total grade)  
 
Each assignment and the final grade will be given a numerical value that corresponds to the following:  
A (90-100) B (80 – 90) C (70 – 80) D (60 – 70) F (59 – 0) 

Attendance Policy: 

Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from the 
classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State 
Community College has established the following Class Attendance Policy which is 
applicable to all students attending classes both in person and online. 
 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for 
which a student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 



 
3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence 

from class or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will determine whether 
an absence is excused or unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any 

missed class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept makeup 
work for the class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that 

meets three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences 
from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly in a three (3) hour block, 
will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do not participate in an 
online course for one week will be reported as “stopped attending.” 

 
6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be 

reported as “stopped attending.” 
 

7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and 
future financial aid. 

 
8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped 

attending” designation is reported or if continuing, regular attendance proves 
impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw from a course by the 
deadline listed in the Academic Calendar will result in a grade of “F,” and may 
negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid and/or continued enrollment 
(please note that a grade of W may also negatively impact eligibility for future 
financial aid). 

 
9. Failure to contact the instructor regarding an absence may result in the designation of 

the absence as being “unexcused.”  Students wishing to appeal a determination of an 
unexcused absence or “stopped attending” designation should attempt to resolve the 
matter with the instructor within five (5) days of receiving notification from the Office of 
Admissions & Records.  If the student still wishes to appeal, he/she must present the 
matter in writing to the Vice President for the College within five (5) days after 
attempting to clarify or resolve the matter with the instructor.  After the Vice President 
for the College receives the appeal, a hold will be placed on the student’s account 
during the appeal process.  The Vice President for the College will render a final decision 
within ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the College denies the appeal, the 
financial aid money will be returned to the Federal Government (as required by Federal 
law) and the student will have an account balance. 
 

10. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having 
a more restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 


