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DYERSBURG STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
MASTERPIECES OF MUSIC II - MUS 2120 

Semester: Fall, 2011 
Class Day and Meeting Time: Tuesday, 6:35-9:30 p.m. 

 
Instructor: Michael H. Westmoreland 
 
Office Hours/Location: by appointment  
 
E-Mail: mwestmor@dscc.edu   

 
Course Description: This course includes a brief review of stylistic elements of the 
Renaissance through late Classical periods. The main area of study includes music of the 
Romantic, Impressionistic, and Contemporary periods. A brief study of jazz and folk/popular 
music is included. Some outside listening and concert attendance or writing activities are 
required. Class meets 3 hours per week. 
 
Course Credits: 3 semester hours  
 
Course Prerequisites: DSPR 0800, DSPW 0800 or equivalent documented skill levels. 
 
Required Text(s) and Materials: Music: An Appreciation, Seventh Brief Edition by Kamien, 
McGraw-Hill Publishing. 
 
Supplementary Materials: As required by the instructor. 
 
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of the course the student will be able to: 
 

1. Understand various musical styles and how these relate to other arts and to history. 
2. Become aware of the best known compositional forms of the more recent periods. 
3. Recognize the most important composers of music of these periods. 
4. Understand the basic terminology of music. 
5. Use good concert manners. 

  
Attendance (from the DSCC Attendance Policy):  
 
Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from the 
classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  Dyersburg State 
Community College has established the following Class Attendance Policy, which is applicable 
to all students attending classes both in person and online. 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online course for which a 
student is registered is expected. 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence from class or 
shortly after the absence.  The instructor will determine whether an absence is excused or 
unexcused. 

4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in any missed class 
session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept makeup work for the class. 
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5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets three 
(3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused absences from a class that meets twice 
weekly or once weekly in a three (3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  
Students who do not participate in an online course for one week will be reported as “stopped 
attending.” 

6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may also be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 

7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future financial 
aid. 

8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a “stopped attending” 
designation is reported or if continued, regular attendance proves impossible.  In these 
circumstances, failure to withdraw from a course by the deadline listed in the Academic 
Calendar will result in a grade of “F” and may negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid 
and/or continued enrollment. 

9. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from having a more 
restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an individual class. 

June 2011 

 
Method of Evaluation and Grading: The final grade will be determined by the following 
assignments/activities. (See point totals for the semester below):  
 
     Four (4) tests and final exam (5 exams total – 12.5% each) 

The final exam MUST be taken by all students in the course. 
 
 Two (2) Concert reports featuring commentary on and reaction to the music heard.  

Classical music concerts only.  Three pages typed, double-spaced (approximately 
750 words).  The format and grading requirements of the concert reports are 
explained later in the syllabus. 

 
 Class Participation/Class Activities.  The score will be determined by student 

performance on occasional quizzes and/or class projects. 
 

400 pts    4 exams at 100 points  
  100 pts    Final exam  

200 pts                        Concert reports (two reports at 100 each) 
  100 pts  Class Participation/Class Activities 
  
 
Grading Policy: 
 
The grading scale will be as follows:  720 – 800   A  

640 – 719   B 
560 – 639   C 
480 – 559   D 
000 – 479   F 
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Written Assignments:  Two types of written assignments are included in this course – concert 
reports and weekly journal entries.  These written assignments must be typed in 12 point font 
(Times News Roman, Arial, or Tahoma please) and use a 1 inch margin on all sides.  Hard 
copies (i.e. printed copies) must be handed in to complete the assignment.  LATE 
ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!!!!!  Assignments may be turned in by drop box or 
email.  
 
Concert Report: All students are required to attend at least two (2) concerts of a classical 
nature.  One concert must be orchestral in nature; the other must be a chamber or solo recital.  
Students must keep a program and ticket stub from each concert.  STAPLE THE CONCERT 
PROGRAM AND TICKET STUB TO YOUR REVIEW. Turn each review in by its due date.  
Concert reports turned in after their due date will incur a five (5) point penalty.  For each 
concert, the student will write a three-page typed review on each of the concerts you 
attend.  Your paper must be double-spaced and typed in 12 point Times New Roman, 
Arial, or Tahoma font.  In this review, you should play the role of a music critic.  Assume your 
readers are the other members of your class and have a thorough understanding of the material 
presented in class.  Your paper should open with general information about the concert you 
attended.  Then begin to present your opinion about the performance.  Tell what you enjoyed 
about the concert. Why did you enjoy it? What did you learn from the experience?   Were you 
able to see a connection between the live performance and concepts addressed in class?  Was 
there anything you disliked about the concert (feel free to be honest, but remember to always be 
tactful)? What, if anything, could have made your experience better? Would you attend another 
concert like this one? What new appreciation, if any, did the concert give you for that particular 
type of music?  
 
Because this is a written document, sentence structure, spelling and grammar are crucial to your 
audience’s comprehension.  Errors in these areas will affect the grade, so be careful and give this 
assignment ample attention. 
 
Concert reviews will be graded using the following rubric: 
          Content                                         50 pts. 
          Structure/Grammar                       20 pts. 
          Length requirement                      10 pts. 
          Complete concert reviewed          10 pts. 
          Program/Ticket provided              10 pts. 
          Total                                            100 pts. 
 
Available Concerts:   
Additional concerts will be announced in class as they are advertised.  
 
ADA Statement: 
Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
its students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the college of any 
assistance they may need.  Please contact Pam Dahl, ADA Coordinator, at 731-286-3242 or at 
dahl@dscc.edu. 
 
Academic Dishonesty:  
When an infraction occurs, the course instructor has the authority to assign a grade of “0” for the 
assignment, test, or examination, or to assign a grade of “F” for the course. The incident will be 
reported to the appropriate administrative faculty. 
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Classroom Behavior: Food, drinks, activated cell phones or equivalents, and/or visitors are not 
allowed in classrooms. Instructors have the primary authority for monitoring classroom behavior 
and ensuring academic integrity. They can order the temporary removal or exclusion of any 
student engaged in disruptive conduct or conduct violating the general rules and regulations of 
the College.  
 
Syllabus Changes: 
From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make changes to the material 
in the course syllabus.  Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by 
e-mail, posted within the online course material or delineated in class. 
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Assignment Calendar for Music Appreciation 
 
While content of lectures and exam dates may vary slightly from the following calendar, concert 
review dates are firm and will not be extended. 
 
Aug 30   Syllabus/Review Middle Ages and Renaissance 
    
    
Sept 6   Romantic 
 
Sept 13  Romantic 
    
 
Sept 20  Exam I:  Romantic 
   Impressionism 
 
Sept 27  Impressionism 
    
 
Oct 4   Exam II: Impressionism 
   20th Century 
 
Oct 11   20th Century 
   Concert Report #1 Due 
    
Oct 25   20th Century/Current Composers  
    
  
Nov 1   Exam III: 20th Century 
   Jazz 

 
Nov 8   Jazz and Folk 
 
Nov 15   Exam IV:  Jazz and Folk  
   Opera/Broadway Musical 
 
Nov 22   Opera/Broadway Musical 
    
 
Nov 29   Nonwestern Music 
     
    
Dec 6   Nonwestern Music 
   Concert Report #2 Due! 
 
 
FINAL EXAM:  Dec 13, 2011 at 7:15PM 

 
Unless otherwise noted, all Graded Work (e.g. journal entries and concert reviews) is due at the 
beginning of the class session.  
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Writing Management 
 

1. Orally describe the topic to a friend before writing. 
 

2. Write three or four introductions and select the best one. 
 

3. When writing the rough draft, write on every other line and leave wide margins. This 
leaves room for additions, deletions, and other changes. 

 
4. If you are unsure of the spelling of a word, spell it the way you think it is spelled, circle it 

and look it up later.  Otherwise, you may loose your train of thought. 
 

5. If you cannot think of an exact word or phrase, leave a blank.  You will think of what to 
say as you revise. 

 
6. Put the rough draft away for a while before proofreading.  New ideas, better word 

choices, etc. are easier when you have not looked at the original draft for a few hours. 
 

7. As you read, circle misspelled words; put parentheses around awkward phrases; 
underline unclear words, and cross out unnecessary ideas or words. 

 
8. Read the rough draft again after you get a friend to read it.  Make the necessary 

revisions. 
 

9. Keep all rough drafts.  You may find words, phrases, and ideas to use in other papers. 
 

 
Rough Draft Check List 
 

1. Look for fragments and run-on sentences. 
2. Do not use contractions and avoid second person in formal writing. 
3. Check for correct punctuation and spelling. 
4. Avoid choppy sentence structure. 
5. Use logical organization. 
6. Remove unrelated information. 
7. Look for repetition of ideas and words. 
8. Be sure that each paragraph has a topic sentence. 
9. Be sure that each topic sentence has at least four supporting statements;  five supporting 

statements is preferable. 
10. Use sentence variety. 
11. Have a strong thesis statement and introductory paragraph. 
12. Use only one idea per paragraph. 
13. Be sure that the conclusion supports the thesis and the evidence used. 
14. Avoid starting a sentence with “it.” 
15. Have you used “there”, “their”, “to”, and “too” correctly? 
16. Check subject-verb agreement. 
17. Check pronoun and antecedent agreement. 
18. Do not change verb tense.  If you start with present or past tense, stay with the same 

tens 


