
NUR 111 – Foundations of Nursing (11 Credit hours) 

Course Syllabus - Fall 2014 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course focuses on the scientific principles of nursing and the individual as a holistic adaptive 
system. The concepts and content threads of the nursing process, basic needs, adaptation, 
nutrition and diet therapy, communication, nursing roles, developmental stages, pharmacology 
and math dosage calculations are introduced. The developmental stage focus is the older adult. 
Clinical experiences provide opportunities for the student to begin to demonstrate use of the 
nursing process in delivery of client care. Student roles will include patient care provider and 
health care team member. Clinical experiences provide the student opportunities to assist the 
individual client in meeting basic needs, to employ basic communication skills, to implement drug 
administration principles, and to identify the need for health promotion, prevention, and 
rehabilitation. 8 hours lecture, 9 hours laboratory. 

 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

• Recognize person as unique individual with basic needs. 
 

• Discuss health belief and health promotion models to understand the relationship 
between the person’s attitudes and beliefs toward health and health practices. 
 

• Identify principles of basic nutrition and diet therapy. 
 

o Identify nutritional needs of the geriatric patient. 
 

• Practice basic principles of pharmacology and medication administration. 
 

o Identify pharmacological principles of medication administration. 
o Apply principles of pharmacology when administering medications to selected 

individuals. 
 Apply the six rights of medication administration when administering 

medications to the geriatric patient. 
 Perform conversions involving the metric and household systems of 

measurement. 
 Identify and indicate the proper use of equipment used to dispense 

medications. 
 Calculate oral and parenteral drug dosages. 
 Perform the calculations required for reconstitution of a solid or liquid 

concentrate. 
 Calculate pediatric and adult dosages based on body weight. 

 
• Satisfactorily perform selected skills to assist the geriatric patient to meet his/her basic 

needs 
 

o Basic hygiene 
o Asepsis 
o Safety and mobility 

 
• Identify principles of adaptation. 

 
o Identify adaptive and maladaptive behaviors 

 
• Describe the developmental tasks and health care needs of the geriatric patient. 

 
o Recognize the changes in developmental tasks related to illness. 

 
• Apply the nursing process in providing care to selected geriatric patients. 

 
o Identify the basic needs of the geriatric patient. 
o Utilize assessment skills in data collection. 
o Identify appropriate nursing diagnoses and outcomes for selected geriatric 

patients. 
o Plan and implement care based upon the assessment of needs and identified 



outcomes. 
 

• Develop and implement teaching plan based on the learning needs and identified 
outcomes. 
 

• Identify concepts of effective therapeutic communication in the nurse-patient relationship. 
 

o Practice therapeutic communication techniques with selected geriatric patients. 
 

• Document care of selected geriatric patients using appropriate terminology and format. 
 

o Document care accurately, in a timely manner, and according to standards. 
 

• Discuss nursing’s role within delivery of care and in different health care delivery settings. 
 

o Identify roles of the ADN as a member of the health care team. 
o Interpret drug orders. 
o Identify the critical elements of a drug label. 

 
• Perform nursing roles of caregiver and health care team member when caring for geriatric 

patients recognizing the influence of ethical, legal, and professional standards of nursing. 
 

• Explain the implications of regulations and competition in the control of health care needs. 
 

• Accept responsibility for own learning and demonstrate accountability. 
 

• Maintain confidentiality with regards to patient information. 
 
 

Prerequisites: Admission to the Nursing Program, ENGL 0810, ACT Mathematics subscore of 19 or greater or 
COMPASS Algebra score of 38 or greater or MATH competencies 1-5 or DSPM 0850, READ 0810 

 

Course Topics: Please see the NUR 111 Course Outline and Course Content Outline 

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

1. Students must refer to the College Catalog and Nursing Student Handbook at the 
beginning of the semester and follow all policies. 

 
2. Adjustments may need to be made to the syllabus.  Students will be notified of any 

changes with as much prior notice as possible.  All changes will be announced in class 
and/or eLearn.  Students not attending class are responsible for obtaining this 
information. 

 
 

3. Students are expected to attend all scheduled nursing classes.  In class quizzes may not 
be made up- a grade of “0” will be assigned.  It is the responsibility of the student to 
get any missed notes, handouts, or announcements. Please refer to the DSCC Nursing 
Program Student Handbook and the DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy. Faculty 
members are not required to admit students who are late to class, clinical, or 
laboratory experiences; and the student will be counted as absent.   

 
4. ALL assignments must be submitted on or before the due date.  Late assignments may 

be assigned a grade of “0.” Submission of two late written assignments may result in 
an AT RISK (Refer to nursing student handbook). 

 
5. Students scoring below 80% on an exam are required to see their instructor for 

individual counseling.  Exams will be available to review under the supervision of the 
instructor for two weeks, after the exam grade has been posted.  Any questions or 



discrepancies will be concluded and finalized at the end of this time period, the grade 
will be officially recorded, and exams may not be viewed again. 

 
6. Unnecessary talking during class, sleeping, outbursts of anger, or derogatory remarks 

will not be tolerated.  The student may be asked to leave, or be escorted out of class.  
Permission to return to class will be evaluated on an individual basis. 

 
7. Refer to the DSCC Nursing Program Student Handbook regarding usage of cell phones 

and recording devices. 
 

8. Completion of a standardized test is mandatory for this course. 
• Students who score less than the required percentile score on the non-

proctored online practice content exam (s) will be required to remediate 
and re-test.  All remediation must be completed and the non-proctored 
exam must be retaken with a 90% or above on the individual score prior to 
the proctored ATI.  

• Students are expected to score at a Level 2 or above on the proctored ATI 
content exams.  The following grading scale will be used:  Level 3-100; 
Level 2-85; Level 1-75; below Level 1-65. The first testing score will be the 
score calculated in the course grade. Remediation will be mandated for 
students scoring Level 1 or Below Level 1, to be completed prior to the 
following semester. 
 

9. Failure to complete course requirements and course objectives by the end of the 
semester will result in failure of the course. 

 
10. Students must successfully demonstrate assigned skills in the nursing laboratory prior 

to performance in the clinical area. 
 

11. Must be certified in Basic Life Support at a Healthcare Provider Level (AHA) or at the 
Professional Rescuer Level (ARC) with valid certification through May 2016.  
Immunizations must be up to date. Annual PPD testing is mandatory.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to submit annual test results to appropriate course 
coordinator.  Students without current PPD test and BLS certification will not be 
allowed in the clinical area. 

 
12. Students are to dress in clinical attire during any campus or critical thinking labs, as 

well as clinical.  
 
13. Have reliable transportation to and from clinical sites.  Car-pooling may be an option 

when possible; however, due to diversity of scheduling, do not rely on car-pooling with 
someone.  Be prepared to travel to facilities as needed (directions will be provided). 

 
14. Preparation for clinical assignments (if required) must be completed prior to the first 

day of the experience. Inadequate preparation as determined by your clinical 
instructor may result in dismissal from the clinical area, which may be reflected as an 
unsatisfactory clinical absence.  Such behavior may put the student at risk for not 
meeting clinical objectives.  Late or unsatisfactory assignments may be made up only 
at the instructor’s discretion. Submission of two late written assignments may result in 
an AT RISK. 

 
 



Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook. 

Required 
1. Berman, A., & Snyder, S. (2012). Kozier and Erb’s Fundamentals   
          of Nursing (9th ed.).  Upper Saddle River: Pearson. 
2.    Berman, A., Snyder, S., & Jackson, C. (2012). Skills in clinical nursing (7th ed.).  Upper   
          Saddle River:  Pearson. 
3.    Evolve Online RN Case Studies, Online RN Practice Tests, Evolve Online Patient          
          Reviews by Elsevier 
4.    Kee, J., Hayes, E., & McCuistion, L. (2015). Pharmacology:  A nursing process  

                      approach (8th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders. 
            5.    Mosby’s 2015 Nursing Drug Reference (28th ed.).  St.  Louis: Mosby. 
            6.    Taber’s Cyclophedic Medical Dictionary (22nd ed.).  Philadelphia:  F.A. Davis. 
            7.    Van Leeuwen, A., & Leth, D.  (2009). Davis’s Comprehensive Handbook of Laboratory   
                      and Diagnostic Tests with Nursing Implications (5th ed.). Philadelphia: F. A. Davis.   
  8.    Nugent & Vitale, Fundamentals Success (3rd edition), Davis. 
  9.    Nugent & Vitale, Test Success (6th edition), Davis. 

10.   Giangrasso & Shrimpton (2013).  Dosage Calculations:  A Multi-Method Approach    
          Upper Saddle River:  Pearson. 

 11.   Nursing Care Plan Book (Choose one): 
         Carpenito-Moyet, L.  Nursing diagnosis: Application to Clinical Practice (14th ed.)   

           Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 
                    Newfield, S., Hinz, M., Tilley, D., Sridaromont, K., Maramba, P. (2007).  Cox’s Clinical   
                       Applications of Nursing Diagnosis (5th ed.).   Philadelphia: F. A. Davis.   
         Taylor, C., & Ralph, S. (2009).  Sparks and Taylor’s Nursing Diagnosis Cards  (11th    
                     ed.).  Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.           
 
         

Supplementary 
Materials: 

Please refer to the DSCC Nursing Program Student Handbook, 2014-2015 

 

Software 
Requirements: 

Evolve Online Hesi RN Practice Tests, Case Studies, and Patient Reviews 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: Tammy Bullard, MSN, RN; Jackie Watson, MSN, RN; Wanda Smith BSN, RN; Glenda Wothers, 
MSN,RN; Elaine Barcroft, BSN,RN; Lori Turner, BSN, RN .  

 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

Tammy Bullard– Dyersburg State Community College, Glover Building, Nursing Suite 153, Office 
#159 --- bullard@dscc.edu ---  731-286-3385 

Jackie Watson - Dyersburg State Community College, Glover Building, Nursing Suite 153, Office 
#155 ---  jwatson@dscc.edu ---  731-286-3392 

To access your instructor’s information online:  

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

 

http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore
mailto:bullard@dscc.edu
mailto:jwatson@dscc.edu


Office Hours/Virtual 
Office Hours: 

To access your instructor’s information online:Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

Your instructors ask that you contact them via their email and phone numbers listed above. 

We will make every attempt to respond to course email within 24 or 36 hours during the work 
week, though it may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet 
the stated response time. 

 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: 1. Computerized testing, as well as packet testing, may be utilized throughout the course. 
 

2. Students are to bring a scantron to each testing session. When packet testing is utilized, 
only the scantron will be scored for a grade.  Therefore, it is essential that the student 
review the scantron to see that it is marked correctly.  All tests and scantrons must have 
the student name and ID and must be submitted at completion of testing and test reviews.  
Any missing tests or scantrons may result in the score of “0”.   

 
3. If a student is going to be absent on a scheduled exam day they must notify the faculty. 

Only excused absences will be allowed to take a make-up exam.  The student will be 
required to take the exam on the first day back to class and may have alternate test items 
administered to include oral, essay, short-answer or multiple-choice test items. 

 
4. Please refer to the DSCC Nursing Program Student Handbook, 2014-2015, for information 

about electronic devices, examination environment, and timing of examinations. 

All students with special considerations through ADA that require proctored exams will be 
responsible for setting up those times with the LRC. 

 

Grading Procedures: • Quizzes/Written Assignments             5% 

• ATI Exams                                                5% 

• 5 Unit Exams                                         75% 

• 1 Final Exam                                          15% 

                                                                100% 

 

Grading Scale: A = 93 – 100 

B = 86 – 92 

C = 80 – 85 

D = 70 – 79 

F = 69 and below 

 
• Clinical experiences are graded as “Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory”.  Students must 

maintain a rating of “Satisfactory” in the clinical component in order to remain in the 
nursing program and progress to the next nursing course.  The course grade for a student 



with an “Unsatisfactory” in clinical performance will be recorded as a “D”. 
 

• Students must earn a grade of “C” or above in required courses in the nursing curriculum 
in order to progress to the next semester.  This includes both nursing and general 
education courses. 

Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 

 

 

 

Due Date Assignment 

Week (1 – 16). Please refer to the NUR 111 Course Content Outline and NUR 111 
Clinical Written Requirement form downloaded in the NUR 111 E-Learn 
course shell. 

 

Punctuality: Please refer to the DSCC Nursing Program Student Handbook, 2014-2015. 

Be present and on time for all campus lab/clinical experiences.  Prior to clinical, notify the clinical 
instructor in the event that you must be absent or tardy. A student will be considered tardy if they 
arrive after the scheduled clinical rotation start time. The 2nd tardy will result in an At Risk. 
 
 

Attendance Policy: Class Time: Monday and Wednesday, 9:05 am to 12:10 pm & Math 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm. 
Clinical Time: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, TBA 
 
Refer to the DSCC Nursing Program Student Handbook, 2014-2015 
 
Campus lab and clinical attendance is mandatory.  Missed clinical opportunities may  
prevent students from meeting all objectives on the final clinical evaluation tool.   

View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy. 

 

Class Participation: Students must be prepared for each classroom experience and actively participate in class 
discussion. 

 

Course Ground Rules 

General:  1. Participation is required  

2. Communication with other students in team projects is expected 

3. Learn how to navigate within the course management system  

4. Keep abreast of course announcements  

5. Use the assigned college email address as opposed to a personal email address  

6. Address technical problems immediately  

7. Observe course etiquette at all times. Instructor guidelines for communication by 
email, discussion groups, chat, and the use of web resources are necessary. 

 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  

2. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/
http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy


wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful 
in some cases.  

3. Use standard fonts.  

4. Do not send large attachments without permission.  

5. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 
avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  

6. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

 

Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a 
lurker, then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new 
topic.  

3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 
discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  

4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 
entering your remarks.  

5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  

6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  

7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

 

Web Resources: 1.  www.atitesting.com 

2. www.khanacademy.org 

3. https://evolve.elsevier.com/ 

 

Other Important Information 

Library Resources: For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual 
Library. 

 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse: 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 

Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

 

Students With Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment 

http://www.atitesting.com/
http://www.khanacademy.org/
https://evolve.elsevier.com/
http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu


Disabilities: for all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance 
they may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by email and 
posted within the online course material. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally 
unavailable due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during 
the early morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be 
unplanned downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at 
DSCC, the College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your 
instructor(s) directly to make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from 
taking a quiz or submitting an assignment. 

 

Safety / Security: Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual 
Security Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 

DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up 
for emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add 
your contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply. 

 

Academic Honesty: Students are expected to do their own work and academic honesty will be treated according to 
Dyersburg State Community College Policy (see DSCC catalog).   

 

Implementation 
date approved by  
Instructional 
Council: 

Fall 2014 (prerequisites) 

Fall 2013 (course description, learning outcomes, change in credit hours) 

 

http://www.dscc.edu/security
https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC

