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Semester: _Fall 2012___________ 
Orientation: Learning to Succeed     -Course Syllabus 
 
Course Number:  ORN 1010 
Instructor:  Mrs. Kay Wall____________________   
Classroom:  Glover 115_______________________ 
Days:   MW ____________________________ 
Time:   1:25 – 2:50_______________________ 
Credit Hours:  Three (3) 
 
Getting in touch with me 
My phone number:  286-3345     ______________________ 
My email address: wall@dscc.edu       ________________ 
My office:    Glover 257    _____________________ 
 
My office hours are: Monday: 8:30 – 9:00; 12:15 – 1:15____ 
   Tuesday: 8:30 – 9:30; 12:40 – 2:10____ 
   Wednesday:  8:30 – 9:30; 12:15 –   1:15 
                                           Thursday: 8:30 – 9:30; 12:40 – 2:10___    

  Friday:  8:30 – 9:00;_12:15 – 12:45 ___     
          

 
 ATTENDANCE:  Any absence from class is the responsibility of the student.  You 
should inform your instructor ahead of time when possible.  Tardiness is unacceptable; a 
student who is not present for the entire class may expect to be counted absent. 

 
DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

I. Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for 
class attendance. 

II. Scope 
  This policy applies to all credit courses (on ground and online). 

III. Policy 
 
Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from 
the classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  
Dyersburg State Community College has established the following Class 
Attendance Policy which is applicable to all students attending classes both in 
person and online. 
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1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online 
course for which a student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 
 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an 
absence from class or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will 
determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in 

any missed class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept 
makeup work for the class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class 

that meets three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused 
absences from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly in a three 
(3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do 
not participate in an online course for one week will be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 

 
6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may 

also be reported as “stopped attending.” 
 

7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of 
current and future financial aid. 

 
8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a 

“stopped attending” designation is reported or if continued, regular 
attendance proves impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw 
from a course by the deadline listed in the Academic Calendar will result 
in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact eligibility for future financial 
aid and/or continued enrollment. 

 
9. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from 

having a more restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an 
individual class. 

 
IV. Compliance 
    All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 

V. Definitions 
   The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 
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VI. Revision History 

This policy was reviewed by the Faculty Assembly and approved by the 
Administrative Council in June 2011.   

 
            
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

• This course is designed to provide an orientation to a variety of strategies and techniques 
necessary to learn and succeed in the college setting.  Topics covered include note-taking, study, 
textbook, and test-taking skills; memory techniques and learning styles; goal setting; stress and 
time management; campus resources; communication and critical thinking skills; beginning 
research skills; academic major and career choices; and other current student issues.   
 

• ORN 1010 is required for all students who placed into DSPS 0800. ORN 1010 will fulfill the DSP 
requirement for DSPS 0800. In addition, ORN 1010 is RECOMMENDED for all degree-seeking 
freshmen who begin their college experience at Dyersburg State Community College and for all 
degree-seeking transfer students who have not earned any college-level hours. CONSULT THE 
INSTRUCTOR OR ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS FOR THE DEADLINE TO WITHDRAW FROM 
THIS COURSE.    

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• Take responsibility for his/her college success 
• Understand and use note-taking skills, memory techniques, study skills, and test-taking skills 
• Set goals 
• Utilize campus resources, including the LRC and current technology 
• Utilize textbooks for academic success 
• Understand and apply personal learning styles and learning preferences  
• Manage time and stress 
• Work with classmates and others, in applying communications skills and critical thinking skills 
• Develop basic understanding of academic ethics as related to research skills and plagiarism 
• Examine academic major choices, career choices and personal finance issues for students 

 
For your information 
*ADA Policy: Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for its students with disabilities.  Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the 
college of any assistance they may need.  Please contact the ADA coordinator at 286-3242. 
 
OVERVIEW OF CONTENT (MAJOR TOPICS): 
Succeeding in College     Test Taking Skills 
Campus Resources     Critical and Creative Thinking 
Goal Setting      Problem Solving 
Time Management     Communication Skills 
Motivation & Attitude     Stress Management 
Note Taking      Beginning Research Skills 
Learning Styles      Plagiarism 
“Attacking” College Textbooks    Technology on a College Campus 
Memory Techniques     Academic Major & Career Choices  
Study Skills      Personal Finance Issues for Students 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND METHODOLOGY: 
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• Activities and instructional methods will be varied in order to best facilitate 
specific content and to appeal to varying student learning styles, including a variety 
of teaching methods, meaningful class discussions, challenging assignments, 
meaningful homework, productive use of class time, encouragement to speak in class, 
and encouragement for students to work together. 

 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS (EXPECTATIONS): 

1. Students are expected to attend class and to be on time.  Excessive absences will 
most likely result in failure of the course. 

2. Students are expected to abide by College policies. 
3. Turn all cell phones and beepers OFF during class time. 
4. Students are expected to turn assignments in on time. 
5. Students are expected to read and/or complete assigned work before coming to class. 
6. Students will be required to complete all coursework. 
7. Students are expected to have a positive attitude and try to enjoy the class. 
8. Students MUST purchase the textbook/materials for this course in order to 

receive a passing grade in this course because the textbook is an integral part of 
learning and mastering the material/content of this course. 

 
MORE EXPECTATIONS: 
Presence 
Much of the value in this type of course consists of your regular attendance and class participation.  Most 
of the real work of the course will go on in class; when you miss a day, you will often have missed not just 
hearing a lecture but actually doing an assignment or activity; furthermore, when you miss a day, you often 
miss a very exciting learning moment.   
Therefore, if you want a good grade in this course, don’t miss class.   
 
If you miss several classes, your final grade is in serious jeopardy.  If you are not in class, you cannot learn 
the skills necessary to complete this course!  If you know you are going to be absent, or after you have 
missed class, it is your responsibility to get the materials, handouts, and assignments that you missed. 
 
Being on time to class 
There is no excuse for being late to class.  I am on time; you need to be on time too.  If you have a problem 
being on time, this class will help you fix your problem.  Every two times that you are late to class will 
equal one absence.  Come to class late often enough, and you will not pass this class. 
GRADING: 
The grading system for this course is as follows: 
   91 to 100 % = A 
  81 to 90 % =   B 
  71 to 80 % =   C 
  60 to 70 % =   D 
  Below 60 % = F 
     
Grades will be assigned for the following activities and in the following ratio: 
  

• Homework     15% 
• In-class activities/assignments  35% 
• Quizzes/Tests     20%  
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• Research Project    10% 
• Final Exam     20% 

                          --------- 
       100% 
NOTE:  The textbook is necessary to successfully complete this course.  Your 
instructor may adjust the weights of course requirements; if so, your instructor will 
notify all students in your section. 
 
Written work 
You must keep all work that you do in this course, all assignments that you do in this course, and 
all handouts that you receive in this course as well as all activities from this course.  All of these 
materials must be kept in a folder or binder.   
 
Late Work Policy 
Students are expected to complete all assignments and to submit them by the due date.  Late work 
will not be accepted unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.  Students are 
also expected to come to class prepared to participate in all class activities.  Students who come to 
a class meeting unprepared to participate may be dismissed from that class meeting and/or be 
counted absent from class for that day. 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK/RESOURCES: 
All students are required to purchase and/or obtain the following materials: 
 

1. ORN 1010: Learning to Succeed Binder Package 
2. Access to DSCC college catalog & student Handbook  

(Free – online at www.dscc.edu) 
3. Loose leaf Paper, pen, and pencil 
4. Folder  

 
 
 

http://www.dscc.edu/
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