
Introduction to Philosophy (Phil 1030) 
Syllabus, Spring Semester, 2011 

Dyersburg State Community College 
Instructor: Daniel Tilly 

  
Required Text: Voices of Wisdom, 7th ed. by Gary E. Kessler 

 
Course Description: A general introduction to the concepts, terms, and principles of philosophy. 

The course will emphasize the concepts about which humans have wondered 
since ancient times. The philosophical method will be introduced. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to: 
- demonstrate a basic knowledge of philosophy 
- identify metaphysical theories 
- identify epistemological theories 
- identify distinguishing features of Non-Western philosophies & religions 
- identify theories of Mind-Body relation 
- discuss the impact philosophy has on culture 
- discuss alternative theories concerning reality, human nature, knowledge and 
values 
- identify people and periods central to the history of philosophical ideas 
- explain the relevance of ideas and theories for practical approaches to life 
concerns 
- examine the philosophical history that has helped to structure Western culture 
- define the traditional arguments for the existence of God 
- discuss and debate various social issues (sexism, racism, abortion, gay rights, 
creation vs. evolution, etc.) 
- interpret philosophies outside the scope of the Western mainstream 
(Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism) 

Pre-requisites and 
Co- requisites 

DSPW 0800, DSPR 0800, DSPS 0800, or equivalent documented skills 
levels 

Specific Course 
Requirements 

Dates 
 

Reading Assignments (in Voices of Wisdom) 6th ed. in italics 
Jan. 13 [ ] What is philosophy? Why study philosophy? pp. 3-28 
Jan. 18 [ ] Early philosophers, East and West; pp. 35-63 
Jan. 20 [ ] Aristotle and the rules of logic; pp. 64-72 
Jan. 25 [ ] Review and exam #1 
Jan. 27 [ ] Socrates Café; introduction to Metaphysics; pp. 409-412 
Feb. 1 [ ] Metaphysics: introduction, Daoism, Platonism pp. 412-430 
Feb. 3 [ ] Metaphysics: Nondualism, Subjective Idealism pp. 430-445 
Feb. 8 [ ] Metaphysics: Philosophical Materialism (handout on Materialism) 
Feb. 10 [ ] Metaphysics: Traditional Christian Metaphysics (handout on 
                                                   Christian Metaphysics) 
Feb. 15 [ ] Review and exam #2 on metaphysics 
Feb. 17 [ ] Socrates Café; introduction to Epistemology; pp. 307-311  
                 First Thought Paper due on Metaphysics 
Feb. 22 [ ] Epistemology: Mysticism, Skepticism pp. 311- 326   
Feb. 24 [ ] Epistemology: Empiricism, Pragmatism pp. 326-342 
Mar. 1 [ ] Epistemology: Nyaya philosophy and Feminist pp. 342- 347 
Mar. 3 [ ] Epistemology and Science pp. 361-400 
Mar. 8 – No Class, Spring Break  
Mar. 10 – No Class, Spring Break  
Mar. 15  Review and exam #3 on epistemology  
Mar. 17 [ ] Socrates Café; introduction to ethics; pp. 80-82   
                  Second Thought Paper due on Epistemology  
Mar. 22 [ ] Ethics: introduction, Kant, Mill, Nietzche pp. 82-95 
Mar. 24 [ ] Ethics: Nietzche, Noddings; pp. 106- 118  



Mar. 29 [ ] Justice: Inroduction to Justice, Capitalism / Communism;  
                  pp. 126-128, 138-148 
Mar. 31 [ ] Justice: Plato, King pp. 160-178 
Apr. 5[ ] Review and exam #4 on ethics and justice 
Apr. 7 [ ] Socrates Café / Introduction to Determinism / Free Will;  
                pp. 456-458;Third Thought Paper due on Ethics 
Apr. 12, Taylor and Blatchford; pp. 459-477 
Apr. 14[ ] Existentialism / Postmodernism; pp. 478-502 
Apr. 19 [ ] Arguments for and against the existence of God; pp. 570-583 
Apr. 21 [ ] Creation, Intelligent Design, Evolution Paradigms 
Apr. 26 [ ] Intelligent Design Astronomy 
Apr. 28 [ ] Review for Final Exam 
May 3 -- Final Exam 

Required Textbook Voices of Wisdom, 7th edition, by Gary E. Kessler [6th edition will be ok] 
Supplementary 

Materials 
Occasional handouts and downloads from class on-line site 
 

Software 
Requirements 

Power Point 

Instructor Name Daniel Tilly 
Instructor Contact 

Information 
 
phone: 445-5743 / e-mail: dtilly@my.dscc.edu 

Course Expectations 1. Attend all class meetings.  
2. Participate in class discussions. 
3. Read assigned text materials prior to class time. 
4. You will be expected to learn important terms, concepts, and names. 
4. Five exams will be given, the last of which will be the final.  

Exams Exams will be a combination of multiple choice, matching, and short 
essay questions. Essay questions will be designed to assess the student’s 
understanding of a particular idea in philosophy or a particular debate in 
philosophy. There will also be daily questions based on reading. You 
will also be required to write three (2-page) papers. Due dates for each 
are in the syllabus. These papers should be type-written (computer), not 
hand-written, and should be no less than one and one half pages long, 
and no longer than two pages. 

Grading Each of the five exams will carry equal weight and will be graded on a 1 
to 100% scale. The three thought papers will be graded and averaged 
together to form a sixth of your total grade.  
 
94-100      A        70-77          D 
84-93        B         Below 70   F 
78-83        C 

Syllabus Changes Occasionally it may be necessary to make changes in the course 
syllabus. Any changes will be announced in class and posted within the 
on line course material.  

 


