
 

Dyersburg State Community College 

PHIL 1030 – Introduction to Philosophy 
Spring 2013 

 
Instructor: Dr. Gary Drum  E-Mail: gdrum@dscc.edu 

Class Time: Tuesday - Thursday, 12:00 - 1:25 p.m. 
Text: Kessler, G.E. Voices of Wisdom: a multicultural philosophy reader, 7th edition 

Lao Tzu. Tao Te Ching 

 
1.) Course Description: A general introduction to the concepts, terms, and principles of 
philosophy. This course will emphasize the concepts humans have wondered about since 
ancient times.  
 
2.) Course Objectives: By the end of the semester you will be able to:  

a) demonstrate a basic knowledge of philosophy  
b) identify metaphysical theories   
c) identify epistemological theories  
d) identify distinguishing features of non-Western religions,  
e) identify theories of mind-body relations 
f) discuss the impact philosophy has on culture 
g) understand the impact philosophy has had on who we are (or who we think we 
are),  
h) do analysis of philosophical topics in relation to theory, religion, history, and the 
social sciences,  
i) understand alternative theories of reality, human nature, knowledge, and values,  
j) gain the ability to identify philosophers’ ideas and their period in human time, 
k) discuss and debate various social issues (sexism, racism, abortion, gay rights, 
creation v. evolution, etc.  
l) understand how philosophy has shaped our Western culture,  
m) define the arguments for the existence of GOD 

 
 
3.) Specific Course Requirements: reading and discussion of assigned material, writing 
on topics covered, a better understanding of philosophical concepts, class participation, 
being able to work with others on projects, and attendance. 
 
Assessment and Grading: 
 
 Grading Scale: A= 90 - 100, B= 80 - 89, C= 70 - 79, D= 60 - 69, F= 59 & below  
 
 
Course Expectations 
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1. Attend all class meetings 
2. Participate in class discussions 
3. Read assigned text materials prior to class time 
4. Learn important terms, concepts and names 

 
Exams 
 

1. Two in-class exams 
2. One non-comprehensive final 
3. One group presentation (to be scheduled throughout the semester) 

Class Assignment Schedule  
	

Thursday, 1/17 ‐ Thursday, 1/24 
 
  Introduction; What is philosophy?  Why study philosophy? 
 Assignment: Ch. 1 - What is philosophy; Review critical questions 
 Ch. 2 - pp. 35 - top of 48; Review critical questions 

Tuesday, 1/29 ‐ Thursday, 1/31 
 
  Discussion of Ch. 1; Ch. 2 - Eastern philosophy 
 Assignment: Ch. 2 - pp. 48 - 72 - Plato, Socrates and Aristotle; Critical questions 

Tuesday, 2/5 ‐ Thursday, 2/7 
 
  Discussion: Ch 2 - The Greeks 
 Assignment: Ch. 3 - Knowing What is Right; Critical questions 
  

Tuesday, 2/12 ‐ Thursday, 2/14 
 
  Discussion: Ch. 3 - Knowing What is Right 
 Assignment:  Review for EXAM # 1 (Chs. 1 - 3) 

Tuesday, 2/19 ‐ Thursday, 2/21 
 
  EXAM # 1 
 Discussion: What is Justice? 
 Assignment:  Ch. 4 - pp. 126 - 148; Critical questions 

 
 
Tuesday, 2/26 ‐ Thursday, 2/28 
 
  Discussion: Social justice - Part 1 
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 Assignment: Ch. 4 - pp. 149 - 188; Critical questions 

Tuesday, 3/5 ‐ Thursday, 3/7 
 
  Discussion: Social justice - Part 2 
 Assignment: Ch 5 - Justice for All; Critical Questions 

 
Spring Break  

 

Thursday, 3/19 ‐ Thursday, 3/21 
 
 Discussion: Ch. 5 - Justice for all?   
 Assignment: Review for EXAM # 2 (Chs. 4 - 5) 

Tuesday, 3/26   (No Class Meeting Thursday, 3/28)   
 
  EXAM # 2 
  Discussion: Introduction to Epistemology 
 Assignment:  Ch. 7 - How do we know things; Critical questions 

Tuesday, 4/2  ‐ Thursday, 4/4 
 
  Discussion: Ch. 7 - How do we know things?  
 Assignment: Ch.9 - What is really real?; Critical questions 

Tuesday, 4/9 ‐ Thursday, 4/11 
 
  Discussion: Ch. 9 - What is really real? How do we know?  
 Assignment: Tao Te Ching 

Tuesday, 4/16 ‐ Thursday, 5/2 
 
  Tao Te Ching reading and discussion  
 FINAL ASSIGNMENT - Due 5/6  
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Class Attendance Policy 

Since learning centers on classroom activities, attendance is required for successful 
completion of any course at Dyersburg State Community College.  Class attendance 
policies are as follows: 

1. Class attendance without fail is expected. Students must attend class in order to be 

successful.  An explanation of the cause of any absence should be given to the 

instructor of the class.  This explanation should be presented in advance 

whenever possible. 

2. Absences may be counted from the first meeting of the class.  

3. If an absence occurs, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor about 

continued enrollment.  The student is also responsible for completing missed 

work as deemed appropriate by the instructor and for gathering missed 

information.  

4. Students who miss the equivalent of one week of class will be reported as having 

stopped attending (exceptions may be made in courses that meet in 3 hour 

blocks). This designation may negatively impact receipt of current and future 

financial aid.  

5. If a student is not able to continue in the course, the student must officially 

withdraw.  Failure to withdraw will result in a grade of F and may negatively 

impact future financial aid eligibility and continued enrollment.  

 

Dyersburg State Community College is dedicated to providing a discrimination free 
learning environment for all students, faculty, and staff. Respect is crucial for 
success at DSCC, and especially Phil. 1030. 
DSCC is 100% A.D.A compliant. Students with disabilities are encouraged to 
inform the College and/or the instructor of any assistance needed. There is an 
A.D.A. Coordinator at DSCC: Pam Dahl, who can be reached at (731)286-3242. 
 


