
 1 

Course Syllabus:  Philosophy  1030  Introduction to Philosophy  3 cr. (3-0) 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:40 – 11:10 

Academic Building, Room 166 
 

 
Instructor:      Mr. Eddie Middleton, M.A. 
E-mail address:  eddiemiddleton@yahoo.com 
Office Hours:  by appointment 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:  Kessler, Gary E., Voices of Wisdom, (7th edition), Wadsworth Publishing 
Company 
 
OFFICIAL SYLLABUS:  The official syllabus for this course is in WebCT.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
  
 A general introduction to the concepts, terms and principles of philosophy.  The 
course will emphasize the concepts that humans have wondered about since ancient times 
and how they have sought to explain them.  The philosophical method will be introduced. 
 
 The purpose of this course is to provide you with an introductory survey of various 
philosophical issues.  In the first section of this course we will study problems that have been 
pondered by some of the major thinkers in the history of Western philosophy.  The second part 
of this course will consider the disputes that surround such issues as sexism, racism and the 
environment.  The third and final section of this course will look at some of the world’s various 
philosophical/religious paths.  This section will consider some of the philosophical issues in 
Taoism, Buddhism, and Hinduism.  Our fundamental concern in this course will be to understand 
what these philosopher and religious leaders thought about various philosophical considerations.  
We will read both secondary sources and original sources.  While we will emphasize some basic 
principles of philosophy, it is also assumed that aspects of the philosophy that we will study may 
contribute to a deeper self-understanding. 
 
PREREQUISITES:     DSPW 0800, DSPR 0800, DSPS 0800 or equivalent documented skill 
levels. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
• Demonstrate a basic knowledge of philosophy. 
• Identify metaphysical theories. 
• Discuss alternatives to traditional theism. 
• Identify distinguishing features of Non-Western religions. 
• Summarize critiques of religion. 
• Identify theories of Mind-Body relation. 
• Understand the impact that philosophy has on who we are. 
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• Analysis of topics related to theory, history, religion, and the social sciences. 
• An opportunity to discuss alternative theories concerning reality, human nature, knowledge 

and values. 
• Knowledge of the people and periods central to the history of ideas. 
• Understanding the relevance of ideas and theories for practical approaches to life concerns. 
• Examine the philosophical history that has helped to structure Western culture. 
• Define the traditional arguments for God’s existence. 
• Summarize the development of a two-realm philosophy in Western culture. 
• Compare the moral theories of Utilitarians and Deontologists. 
• Debate various social issues (sexism, racism, abortion and nature). 
• Interpret philosophies outside the scope of the Western mainstream (Hinduism, Buddhism, 

and Taoism). 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
1. Attendance and participation in class discussions.  You will find that much of the reading 

material can be better understood by the benefit you will gain through the lectures and class 
discussions. 

2. You will be expected to read the assignments by class time.  Be prepared to discuss the 
readings and bring the appropriate book or handouts with you to class. 

3. The course will consist of three sections and an exam will be given after each section.  The 
third exam will be given during finals week.  The test will consist entirely of essay questions.  
Exams will be announced one week prior to test time. 

4. Ten short writing or cooperative learning assignments will be given in class.  At least one of 
the projects will be service in nature.   

 
In grading exams and writing assignments I will be looking for: 

1. Correct understanding of the philosophy 
2. Creative treatment in your application of this philosophy 
3. Literacy in writing 

 
ATTENDANCE:    An attendance policy will be enforced in this class.  Students are expected to 
attend ALL scheduled class periods.  Only students with excused absences will be allowed to 
make-up exams without penalty.   Students will not be allowed to make-up the in class 
assignments.  There will be one extra assignment for those students who find that they must miss 
a class. 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION: 
This course is scored on a 400 point scale:   400-360  = A 

359-320 = B 
319-280 =  C 
279-240 = D 
239 & Below  = F 

 
MEHODS OF PRESENTATION: 
 Class discussion, lecture, chalkboard, and handouts. 
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If you are a student with special needs due to a disability, please inform me as soon as possible 
(hopefully the first week of the semester) in order for me to arrange appropriate accommodations 
for you. 

 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
I. An Introduction to Western Philosophy. 

A. Traditional arguments for God’s existence. 
B. The problem of mind and body. 
C. Moral Theories. 
D. Free Will vs. Determinism 

 
II. Survey of Social Issues. 

A. Sexism and its implications. 
B. Racism through the eyes of King. 
C. Ethics of Globalization 
D. Social Justice 
E. Animal Rights 

 
III. Exploring the Horizon of Asian Philosophy. 

A. The many faces of Hinduism. 
B. Buddhism and the Four Noble Truths. 
C. Taoism, the natural way of living. 
D.  “Voices” in China 

 
 
READING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Plato p. 46-59 
Aquinas p. 502-506   
Plato  p. 359-369 
Descartes  p. 433-439 
Berkeley p. 377-383 
Kant  p,  81-88 
Mill  p. 88-96 
Sartre p. 406-420 
Exam Review 
Exam 1 

    
King p.170-179 
Singer p. 212-219  
Regan p. 241-248 
Rawls p. 150-160 
Hooks p. 199-203 
Exam Review 
Exam 2 
 
 

                                   
Bhagavad Gita  p. 68-75 
Buddha  p.  30-33 
Rahula  p.  33-36 
Lao Tzu  p.  350-359 
Course Summary 
 
Final Review & 
Final Exam
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