
Introduction to Philosophy (Phil 1030) 
Instructor: Mary Button 
Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday afternoons, by appointment 
button@dscc.edu, marybethbutton@gmail.com 
281-910-4440 
 
Course Description 

This course is an introduction to the concepts, terms and principles of philosophy. The course will 
emphasize the concepts that humans have wondered about since ancient times and how they have 
sought to explain them. The philosophical method is introduced. 

Welcome 

Welcome to Introduction to Philosophy! I’m happy that you’re here and I hope that you not only gain 
valuable insight into the world of philosophical thinking, but that you enjoy our time together. As part of 
our work together we will be exploring fundamental questions like: what is truth?, what is reality?, and 
is there a God? We will also be discussing sensitive political issues, so it is imperative that we treat each 
other with respect.  This means that voices should never be raised and there should be no name calling, 
rather we should engage in serious philosophical debates with due seriousness and treat each other 
with the utmost care and deference, giving equal consideration to all viewpoints. 

Reading: 

The primary text that we’ll be working with is: Gary E. Kessler, Voices of Wisdom: A Multicultural 
Philosophy Reader (Wadsworth, 2010) 

There will also be several additional readings; these will be handed out in class. These readings are 
marked as handouts in the syllabus. If you expect to be absent on the day that one of these handouts is 
being passed out please speak to me in advance. 

Attendance: 

As you can see from this syllabus, participation is a key part of this class. You are expected to not only 
attend classes, but to participate actively. Your voice is an important one and the success of this class 
depends on your willingness to participate. After two unexcused absences, you will be automatically 
withdrawn from the class. If you expect to miss a class, please contact me and let me know. I understand 
that many of you have work and family obligations outside of class and will do my best to accommodate 
your schedule as best I can – with the understanding that it is your responsibility to notify me of any 
absences ahead of time and to provide me with a doctor’s note in the event of unplanned absences. 

Assignments 

Papers: Students are responsible for four reflection papers – two due before the midterm and two 
before the final. These papers should be two double-spaced pages. They are not research papers and do 
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not need to argue a thesis, rather they should display an active engagement with the readings. These 
four papers are an opportunity for you to ask questions and to probe the assigned readings more 
deeply. The reflection papers are a part of your participation grade and are therefore an essential part 
of your work in this class. 

You are also responsible for two five page double-spaced papers. The midterm paper should be a five 
page, double-spaced paper addressing one of the topics discussed in class on the 25th or 
27th (globalization, terrorism, overpopulation, animal rights, feminism, racism, homophobia, and 
immigration) . This essay should have a thesis statement and present an argument in support of it. 
Students should draw on both the in-class discussions as well as the readings. This paper is due October 
4th. For the final paper, students should choose one particular philosopher that we have studied and 
apply their theoretical work to a contemporary political or societal issue important to you. For instance, 
a research paper on Virgina Held would be an excellent opportunity to discuss the ethics of care as they 
relate to the current debate over social safety net programs like Medicare and Medicaid. This paper 
should also be five pages double-spaced and is due December 4th. A style sheet with requirements and 
expectations for these papers will be given out well in advance of their due dates. 

Technology 

You are more than welcome to bring a laptop to class. But, I do insist that personal computers be used 
for note taking only. Not only does the use of social networking sites distract you, but it has the 
tendency to distract those students around you. Should I see you online during class you will no longer 
be allowed to bring a laptop to class. The use of cellphones in class is strictly prohibited. Please silence 
your phones before entering class. Anyone texting during class will be asked to leave. Should there be 
extenuating circumstances that necessitate that you have your phone on during class, please speak to 
me before class begins. 

Students with disabilities 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for all 
students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they may 
need. Please notify your instructor or the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Grading 

Midterm paper: 20%  
Midterm exam: 15% 
Final paper: 20% 
Final exam: 15% 
Participation: 30%  
 
 
 
 



Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• demonstrate a basic knowledge of philosophy. 
• identify metaphysical theories. 
• discuss alternatives to traditional theism. 
• identify distinguishing features of Non-Western religions. 
• summarize critiques of religion. 
• identify theories of Mind-Body relation. 
• discuss the impact that philosophy has on who we are. 
• analyze topics related to theory, history, religion, and the social sciences. 
• discuss alternative theories concerning reality, human nature, knowledge and values. 
• identify the people and periods central to the history of ideas. 
• explain the relevance of ideas and theories for practical approaches to life concerns. 
• examine the philosophical history that has helped to structure Western culture. 
• define the traditional arguments for God’s existence. 
• summarize the development of a two-realm philosophy in Western culture. 
• compare the moral theories of Utilitarians and Deontologists. 
• debate various social issues (sexism, racism, abortion and nature). 
• interpret philosophies outside the scope of the Western mainstream (Hinduism, Buddhism, and 

Taoism). 
 
Course Calendar 

August 28: What is philosophy? 

Classwork: Introductions; class overview; brief outline of the origins of Greek philosophy and thought 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 1-19, Bertrand Russell, On the Value of Philosophy; excerpt from Sophie’s World, 
pp. 3-29 (handout) 

August 30 

Classwork: Watch Damon Horowitz’s TED talk, “Philosophy in prison;” outline the Russell essay; compare 
and contrast the claims being made by Horowitz and Russell 

Reading: Plato, The Apology, textbook pp. 65-80 

September 4: How should one live? 

Classwork: Small and large group discussion of The Apology 

Reading: Selection from the Bhagavad-Gita, pp. 87-94; Gandhi’s commentary on the Gita (handout) 

Assignment: Write a two page, double-spaced response to the reading (due Sept. 6) 

 



September 6 

Classwork: Listen to selections from the Philip Glass opera Satyagraha; outline the poem; discuss 
Arjuna’s “dilemma of action” and Gandhi’s commentary on it 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 107 – 116, Immanuel Kant and John Stuart Mill 

September 11: How can I know what is right? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: the definitions of deontology and teleology, Kant’s three maxims, the 
categorical imperative, Jeremy Bentham, utilitarianism, hedonism  

Reading: Textbook, pp. 122-126, Friedrich Nietzsche, and pp. 142-159, Virginia Held and Louis P. Pojman 

September 13 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: ethical nihilism, ethical emotivism, Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil and 
On the Genealogy of Morality, Carol Gilligan, feminist ethical theory 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 168-179, Khaled Abou El Fadl, and pp. 179-190, Karl Mark & Friedrich Engels 

Assignment: Write a two page, double-spaced response to the reading (due September 18) 

September 18: What makes a society just? 

Classwork: Watch an excerpt from the movie Heaven on Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism; small 
group discussions on the reading; lecture addressing: politicial philosophy, social philosophy, anarchism, 
forms of justice (compensatory, retributive, and distributive), egalitarianism, theocracy, five pillars of 
Islam, Shar’iah law 

Reading: Textbook pp. 206-217 Letter from a Birmingham Jail, and pp. 217-227 Sacred Places and Moral 
Responsibility 

September 20 

Classwork: Lecture addressing the historical background and context of the two readings; Group 
discussion on how the two authors view a just society and how these views compare to those presented 
by Marx and Engels in The Communist Manifesto 

Reading: Textbook pp. 228-244, bell hooks, Cornel West, Suzanne Pharr, Reginald Williams 

September 25: Is justice for all possible? 

Classwork: Break into groups to discuss the topics of feminism, racism, homophobia, and immigration; 
all four groups should present an outline of the readings and address the questions given to them by the 
instructor 



Reading: Textbook pp. 254-288, Peter Singer, Bat-Ami Bar On, Jurgen Habermas, Garrett Hardin, Tom 
Regan 

September 27 

Classwork: Break into groups to discuss the topics of globalization, terrorism, overpopulation, animal 
rights; all four groups should present an outline of the readings and address the questions given to them 
by the instructor 

Assignment: Write a five page, double-spaced paper addressing one of the topics discussed in class on 
the 25th or 27th. This essay should have a thesis statement and present an argument in support of it. 
Students should draw on both the in-class discussions as well as the readings. This paper is due October 
4th.  

Reading: Textbook, pp. 296-318, John Dewey and Linda Nochlin; Leo Tolstoy, “What is Art?” (handout) 

October 2: What is beauty? 

Classwork: Slideshow of examples of experiential artworks and lecture addressing: the questions dealt 
with by the philosophy of art, the distinction Dewey makes between experience and having an 
experience, differences between recognition and perception, the ‘naïve idea’ of art, the myth of the 
Great Artist, and institutional sexism 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 318-331, D.T. Suzuki, Arthur C. Danto, Emily Hicks 

October 4  

Paper due 

Classwork: Slideshow of Japanese art as well as artworks referenced by Danto and Hicks and lecture 
addressing: ‘one-corner’ style, wabi, sabi, post-modernism, appropriation, and the concept of citizen-
artist 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 332-362, al-Ghazali, Rene Descartes, David Hume, William K. Clifford, William 
James 

October 9: Is knowledge possible? Part 1 

Classwork: Video of Sufi whirling; lecture addressing: the difference between empiricism and 
rationalism, the varieties of skepticism (common-sense, methodical, absolute), Sufism, representational 
realism, problem of induction, analytic statements, synthetic statements, evidentialism, pragmatism, 
correspondence theory of truth, coherence theory of truth 

Reading for October 18th class: Textbook, pp. 367-387, John Coller, Alessandra Tanesini; Story of 
Uddalaka and Svetaketu from the Chandogya Upanishad (handout) 

October 11: Is knowledge possible? Part 2 



Classwork: Break into two groups to discuss the reading, each group should present an outline of the 
reading to the class; lecture addressing: the Upanishads and feminist philosophical praxis 

Reading:  Textbook, pp. 388-404, Charles Sanders Peirce, Karl Popper,  

October 16: Fall Break 

October 18: MIDTERM 

October 23: What does science tell us? 

Classwork: Brian Green’s TED talk, “Is our universe the only universe?”; lecture addressing: the 
philosophy of science, scientism, abduction and semiotics, and the deductive-nomological model 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 404-426, Thomas S. Kuhn, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Helen E. Longino 

October 25 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: hypothetico-deductive model, normal science, revolutionary science, 
anomalies, paradigms as concepts, incommensurable paradigms, theodicy 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 435-464, Laozi, Plato, Shankara; excerpt from Sophie’s World, pp. 82-92 
(handout) 

Assignment: Write a two page, double-spaced response to the reading (due October 30) 

October 30: What is really real? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: ontology, the material and immaterial, materialism and idealism, 
dualism, monoism, pluralism, three primary concerns of metaphysics, problem of the one and the many, 
process ontologies, substance ontologies, Plato’s theory of forms, sublation 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 464-480, George Berkeley, Jorge Valadez, Martin Heidegger 

November 1 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: subjective idealism, objective idealism, realism, John Locke, primary 
qualities, secondary qualities, esse is percipi 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 481-499, Richard Taylor, Robert Blatchford 

November 6: Are we free or determined? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: determinism, fatalism, predestination, problem of freedom and 
determinism 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 500-513, Jean-Paul Satre, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Nancy Holstrom 

November 8 



Classwork: Read excerpt from the play No Exit; lecture addressing: existentialism and its historical 
context, Jean-Paul Sartre, law of karma, self-determination, freedom of the will 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 523-538, Rene Descartes, Eve Browning Cole 

November 13: What am I? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: the mind-body problem, Rene Descartes, interactionism, parallelism, 
Gottfried Leibniz, epiphenomenalism, identity theory, double-aspect theory, Cartesian dualism 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 538-552, Bruce H. Hinrichs, John Searle; excerpt from Sophie’s World pp. 230-
239 (handout) 

November 15 

Classwork: Watch an excerpt from the television show Battlestar Galactica; lecture addressing: 
behaviorism, Alan Turing, functionalism, artificial intelligence  

Reading: Textbook, pp. 555-567, The Buddha, Derek Parfit 

Assignment: Write a two page, double-spaced response to the reading (due November 20) 

November 20: Who am I? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: the distinction between the concepts of person and human being, the 
problem of identity, the relationship between the concepts of anatta and amicca, the five aggregates, 
ego theory, bundle theory 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 567-589, Daniel Dennett, Gloria Anzaldua, Deidre (Donald) N. McCloskey 

November 22 

Classwork: Listen to This American Life excerpt: testosterone episode; group discussion on gender and 
queer theory 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 131-132, Al-Ashari, Kai Nielsen; textbook, pp. 590-615, Anselm of Canterbury, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, J.L. Mackie, Jack Hernandez, Rosemary Ruether 

November 27: Are religious claims true? 

Classwork: Lecture addressing: Philosophy of religion, revealed theology, natural theology, theism, 
ontological argument, cosmological argument, Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas Aquinas, omnipotence, 
omniscience 

Reading: Textbook, pp. 603-630, Jack Hernandez, Rosemary Ruether, The Dalai Lama, Stephen Prothero 

November 29 



Classwork: Watch an excerpt from Koyaanisqatsi; discuss the readings and workshop final papers 

December 4: Concluding Session, final papers due 

December 6: Final exam review 

December 11: FINAL EXAM 


