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Introduction to Ethics 
  

PHIL 1040, Section 21 
Standard Course Syllabus 

Gary Meade 
  

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Course Description: 
An examination of the bases and norms for conduct as applied to both the individual and society. 
  
The purpose of this course is to provide you with an introductory survey of various ethical 
issues.  In the first section of this course we will study problems that have been pondered 
throughout the history of Western philosophy.  Some of the issues included in this section are 
applied ethics, reductionist theories, Utilitarianism, and Deontology.  The second part of this 
course will consider the disputes that surround such issues as justice, euthanasia, homosexuality, 
gender, and the environment. The third and final section of this course will look at virtues, 
values, religion, and our responsibilities to others.  Our fundamental concern in this course will 
be to consider how one should live.  We will read both secondary sources and original sources.  
While we will emphasize some basic principles of ethics, it is also assumed that aspects of this 
course may contribute to a deeper self-understanding. 
   
Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• demonstrate a basic knowledge of ethical theory. 
• evaluate the relativist critique of ethical absolutism. 
• discuss the development of natural law philosophy. 
• discuss nonreligious moral codes. 
• distinguish moral systems based on reason. 
• distinguish deontological and teleological ethical theories. 
• identify problems related to morality expressed as law. 
• describe traditional systems of virtue ethics. 
• identify virtues assumed by contemporary culture. 
• identify debated points of analysis in contemporary moral problems. 
• describe the relation between ethical and ecological concerns. 
• identify theories giving moral meaning to life. 
• define the various spheres of applied ethical theory. 
• discuss the impact that our actions have on who we are. 
• examine the philosophical history that has helped to structure ethics in Western Culture. 
• demonstrate an understanding of various ethical issues (justice, euthanasia, 

homosexuality, gender, race, and the environment) on both sides of the debate. 
• contrast the ethical theories of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. 
• reflect on new courses of action. 

 
Prerequisites and Co requisites: 
DSPW 0800, DSPR 0800, or equivalent documented skill levels. 
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Course Outline: 
  
I.     An Introduction to Ethical Theory. 

A.    Defining morality. 
B.    The spheres of applied ethics. 
C.    Moral theories. 
D.    Reflecting on the self.  

II.   A Survey of Ethical Issues. 
A. Personhood and Ethical Boundaries 
B. Justice and its implications. 
C. Euthanasia and the end road. 
D. Gay marriage – the ethical considerations. 
E. Gender. 
F. Our duty to nature. 

III.  Exploring the Horizon of Virtue. 
A.    The “Good” 
B.    The “Mean” 
C.    Values 
D.    The “end” of the story. 

  
   
Course Reading Assignments: 
  
Section 1: An Introduction to Ethical Theory 

Aug 30 Values, pp. 1-23 
  Stories, pp. 50-96 
Sep 6 Relativism, pp. 119-150 
   Egoism, pp. 171-203 
Sep 13 Utilitarianism, pp. 231-241, 260-262 
Sep 20 Deontology, pp. 282-298, 304-307 
  Review of Section 1 
Sep 27 Exam on Section 1 

  
Section 2: A Survey of Ethical Issues 

Oct 4 Personhood, pp. 320-327 
Oct 11 Justice, pp. 357-360, 707-714 
 Animal rights, pp. 695-701 
 Environment, pp. 701-707, 394-395 
Oct 18 Euthanasia, pp. 668, 670-671, handouts 
  Gay marriage, p. 631, handouts 
Oct 25 Gender, pp. 608-641 
 Review of Section 2 
Nov 1 Exam on Section 2 

  
Section 3: Exploring the Horizon of Virtue 

Nov 8 Virtue Ethics, pp. 391-392, 396-398 
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Nov 15 Socrates & Plato, pp. 398-412, 421-425 
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Day; no class this week 
Nov 29 Aristotle, pp. 440-458, 463-468 
Dec 6 The End of the Story, pp. 716-724 
 Review of Section 3 
Dec 13 7:15-9:15 pm — Final Exam 
 
 

TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS, HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
REQUIREMENTS  
 
Required Textbooks:  
Rosenstand, Nina, The Moral of the Story, (7th edition), McGraw-Hill 
(Students may use the 6th edition with the permission of the instructor.) 
 
Supplementary Materials: 
To be determined by instructor 
 
Software Requirements: 
None 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION  
 
Instructor Name: 
Gary Meade 
 
Instructor Contact Information: 
E-mail: gmeade@dscc.edu or gmeade@mac.com  
Office Hours: by appointment 
Phone: 731-285-3522 (Tues-Fri) 
Mobile: 731-589-3370 (text messages welcome) 
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING  
 
Grading and Testing Procedures:  
 
Course Requirements: 
  
1.    Attendance and participation in class discussions.  You will find that much of the reading 

material can be better understood by the benefit you will gain through the lectures and class 
discussions. 

  
2.    You will be expected to read the assignments by class time. Be prepared to discuss the 

readings and bring the appropriate books or handouts with you to class. 
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3.    The course will consist of three sections and an exam will be given after each section. The 

third exam will be given during finals week.  Each exam will consist primarily of essay 
questions.  Exams will be announced one week prior to test time.   

  
4.    Ten short assignments/projects will be given.  At least one of the projects will be service in 

nature. 
  
In grading short essay questions, writing assignments and projects, I will be looking for: 

1.    correct understanding of the philosophy 
2.    creative treatment in your application of this philosophy 
3.    literacy in writing. 

  
Attendance: 
An attendance policy will be enforced in this class.  Students are expected to attend all scheduled 
class periods.  Only students with excused absences will be allowed to make-up exams without 
penalty.  You will not have an opportunity to make-up in-class assignments, but there will be one 
extra assignment given for those who miss class on a day when an in-class assignment is given. 

 
Methods of Presentation: 
Class discussion, lecture, PowerPoint, demonstrations, and handouts. 
  

Students with special needs due to a disability are asked to inform the 
instructor as soon as possible (hopefully within the first week of the 

semester) so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged. 
  
 
Grading Scale: 
 
Method of Evaluation: 
         
This course is scored on a 400 point scale: 
                  
400-360 = A 
359-320 = B 
319-280 = C 
279-240 = D 
239 and Below = F 
  
Each of three exams is worth 100 points and each of the ten in-class projects and short writing 
assignments is worth 10 points. 
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ASSIGNMENTS AND PARTICIPATION  
 
Assignments and Projects: 
To be determined by instructor 
 
Library: 
Dyersburg State Community College Learning Resource Center 
 
Students With Disabilities: 
Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of 
any assistance they may need. Please notify your instructor or Pam Dahl, ADA Coordinator at 
(731) 286-3242. 
 
Syllabus Changes: 
From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail and 
posted within the online course material. 


