
DYERSBURG STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Course Syllabus 

 
COURSE DEPARTMENT AND NUMBER:  POLS 1030  
 
COURSE NAME:  American Government 
 
NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS:  Three semester hours 
 
INSTRUCTOR:   James N. Adair 
TELEPHONE:  (731) 286-3293 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: adair@dscc.edu 
 
TEXT:  Greenberg, E., Page, B. (2011).  The Struggle for Democracy (10th ed.).  Boston: 

Longman.  ISBN:  0-205-77129-7. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is a study of democratic theory and practice, 
constitutions and constitutionalism, civil liberties, federalism, political parties, and 
interest groups. 
 
PREREQUISITES: DSPM0700, DSPR 0800, DSPW 0800 or satisfactory score on the 

placement test. 
 
METHOD OF PRESENTION:  The material will be covered primarily in lecture format.  
Students will need to read material before coming to class for discussion.   
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION:  The course grade will be determined by grades on 3 tests and 1 
writing assignment.  Quizzes may be given during the semester to check for reading 
comprehension.  Quiz scores will be worth 15% of the next test. 
 
 Exam 1:  25%  February 14, 2013 
 Exam 2:  30%  April 2, 2013 
 Final Exam:  30%  May 9, 2013 @ 8:00 a.m. 
 Writing Assignment: 15%     To Be Determined 
 
 
METHOD OF ASSEMENT:    90-100 = A 
  80-89 = B 
  70-79 = C 
  60-69 = D 
                  Below 60 = F 
 
ADA STATEMENT: 
 
Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free 
environment for its students with disabilities. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform 
the College of any assistance they may need. Please contact Ms. Sherry D. Baker, ADA 
Coordinator, at (731) 286-3242. 

 
 

  



Policy 03:18:00 
 

DSCC Classroom Attendance Policy 

I. Purpose 

     The purpose of this policy is to improve student success by setting standards for 
class attendance. 

II. Scope 

  This policy applies to all credit courses (on ground and online). 

III. Policy 
 
Regular class attendance is essential to student success in college.  Absence from 
the classroom negatively affects student success and learning outcomes.  
Dyersburg State Community College has established the following Class 
Attendance Policy which is applicable to all students attending classes both in 
person and online. 
 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular participation in any online 
course for which a student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting of the class. 
 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an 
absence from class or shortly after the absence.  The instructor will 
determine whether an absence is excused or unexcused. 

 
4. The student is responsible for all work and/or lecture material covered in 

any missed class session.  The instructor will determine whether to accept 
makeup work for the class. 

 
5. Students who have three (3) consecutive unexcused absences from a class 

that meets three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive unexcused 
absences from a class that meets twice weekly or once weekly in a three 
(3) hour block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  Students who do 
not participate in an online course for one week will be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 

 
6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, even if not consecutive, may 

also be reported as “stopped attending.” 
 



7. A “stopped attending” designation may negatively impact receipt of 
current and future financial aid. 

 
8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from a course if a 

“stopped attending” designation is reported or if continuing, regular 
attendance proves impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to withdraw 
from a course by the deadline listed in the Academic Calendar will result 
in a grade of “F,” and may negatively impact eligibility for future financial 
aid and/or continued enrollment (please note that a grade of W may also 
negatively impact eligibility for future financial aid). 

 
9. Failure to contact the instructor regarding an absence may result in the designation of the 

absence as being “unexcused.”  Students wishing to appeal a determination of an 
unexcused absence or “stopped attending” designation should attempt to resolve the 
matter with the instructor within five (5) days of receiving notification from the Office of 
Admissions & Records.  If the student still wishes to appeal, he/she must present the 
matter in writing to the Vice President for the College within five (5) days after 
attempting to clarify or resolve the matter with the instructor.  After the Vice President 
for the College receives the appeal, a hold will be placed on the student’s account during 
the appeal process.  The Vice President for the College will render a final decision within 
ten (10) days.  If the Vice President for the College denies the appeal, the financial aid 
money will be returned to the Federal Government (as required by Federal law) and the 
student will have an account balance. 
 

10. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as preventing an instructor from 
having a more restrictive attendance policy regarding absences for an 
individual class. 

 
 

IV. Compliance 

    All DSCC faculty and students are asked to adhere to this policy. 

V. Definitions 

   The Academic Calendar can be found in the DSCC College Catalog. 
 

VI. Revision History 

    This policy was reviewed by the Faculty Assembly and approved by the 
Administrative Council in Fall 2011.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURSE COMPETENCIES: 
 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
  

 recognize, describe, and explain social institutions, structures, and processes and the 
complexities of a global culture and diverse society. 

 
 think critically about how individuals are influenced by political, geographic, economic, 

cultural, and family institutions in their own and other diverse cultures and explain how 
one’s own belief system may differ from others. 

 
 discuss the relationship between the individual and society as it affects the personal 

behavior, social development and quality of life of the individual, the family and the 
community. 

 
 explain the impact of behavioral and social scientific research on major contemporary 

issues and their disciplines’ effects on individuals and society. 
 

 using the most appropriate principles, methods, and technologies, perceptively and 
objectively gather, analyze, and present social and behavioral science research data, draw 
logical conclusions, and apply those conclusions to one’s life and society. 

 
 take ethical stands based on appropriate research in the social and behavioral sciences. 

 
 analyze and communicate the values and processes that are used to formulate theories 

regarding the social context of individual human behavior in the social and behavioral 
sciences . 

 
 
Sections Covered:   
Chapters 1 – 15.  If time permits, we will discuss some material from chapters 16 – 19. 
 
Classroom Conduct:   
Students are expected to be respectful of other students and the instructor.  Students should not 
engage in any of the following:  loud talking; prolonged conversations with classmates; talking on 
cell phones; text-messaging on cell phones/PDAs; listening to music on any electronic device; 
use of laptop computers for reasons other than notetaking or class-related activities.  Taping of 
lectures or other class activities in any electronic medium is not permitted unless specifically 
approved by the instructor. 
 
During tests, students are not to have books, notes, or other written materials in view.  Cell 
phones, laptops, PDAs and other electronic devices should be “off” and out of view unless 
approved by the instructor. 
 
 
Assignment Policy:   
The writing assignment will attempt to incorporate text and lecture materials with current issues 
in American politics.  The assignment will be graded on content as well as organization and 
grammatical correctness.  Assignments should be typed.  Specific details of the assignment will 
be provided during the semester. 



Testing Policy:   
Any material in the textbooks, lectures, or other materials (e.g., videos, handouts) are subject to 
inclusion on the exams.  While not all lecture material may be included in the text, the instructor 
uses the lectures primarily to review text material and to focus on the most relevant topics in 
terms of testing.  Tests may be comprised of multiple choice, true/false, and/or short essay 
questions. Bring two #2 pencils for each test.  Makeup exams will be given ONLY at two 
separate times during the semester; dates and times will be announced after the first exam.  It is 
the student's responsibility to contact the instructor about arrangements for makeups. 
 
 
Misconduct:   
Plagiarism or any type of academic misconduct will not be tolerated.  Any assignment/test/quiz 
that has been plagiarized or for which a student has received inappropriate assistance will be 
given a grade of zero, and the incident will be reported to the appropriate DSCC official.  This 
policy is not subject to any exceptions. 
 


