
POLS 1030 – American Government 

Common Course Syllabus   - - 2015-2016 - - 
 

To access the detailed syllabus for a specific instructor, please check Faculty Profiles on the DSCC website at 
http://www.dscc.edu/node/3651. 
 

Course Information 

Course Description: This course is a study of democratic theory and practice, constitutions and constitutionalism, civil 
liberties, federalism, political parties and interest groups. 3 hours lecture. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  

• recognize, describe, and explain social institutions, structures, and processes and the 
complexities of a global culture and diverse society 
 

• think critically about how individuals are influenced by political, geographic, economic, 
cultural, and family institutions in their own and other diverse cultures and explain how one’s 
own belief system may differ from others 
 

• discuss the relationship between the individual and society as it affects the personal behavior, 
social development and quality of life of the individual, the family and the community 
 

• explain the impact of behavioral and social scientific research on major contemporary issues 
and their disciplines’ effects on individuals and society 
 

• using the most appropriate principles, methods, and technologies, perceptively and 
objectively gather, analyze, and present social and behavioral science research data, draw 
logical conclusions, and apply those conclusions to one’s life and society 
 

• take ethical stands based on appropriate research  in the social and behavioral sciences 
 

• analyze and communicate the values and processes that are used to formulate theories 
regarding the social context of individual human behavior in the social and behavioral 
sciences 

Prerequisites: ENGL 0810, Math competency 1, READ 0810 

Course Topics: Democracy, Constitution, Federalism, Congress, Presidency, Executive Branch, Courts, Civil Liberties, 
Civil Rights, Political Parties, Voting, and Interest Groups 

Specific Course 
Requirements: 

Students must know how to navigate D2L (Desire to Learn). 

Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required 
Textbooks/ 
Courseware: 

Greenberg, E., Page, B. (2014).  The Struggle for Democracy (2012 election ed.).  Boston: Longman.  

ISBN:  0-205-90904-3. 

Visit the DSCC Bookstore at http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore to purchase your textbook. 

Supplementary 
Materials: 

Web-based material available through links within the course units. 

Software 
Requirements: 

Microsoft Word is required. 

http://www.dscc.edu/node/3651
http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore


Instructor Information 

Instructor Name: James N. Adair 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

Telephone number:  (731) 286-3293 

Office:  Mathematics Building 158 

E-mail address:  adair@dscc.edu  

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Office Hours/Virtual 
Office Hours: 

To Be Determined 

To access your instructor’s information online: 

Visit www.dscc.edu 
1. Click Current Students on the top navigation bar. 
2. Click Faculty Profile link located on the left-hand navigation bar. 
3. Choose your instructor’s name from the drop-down list. 
4. Click the Submit button. 

Instructor Response 
Time: 

I will make every attempt to respond to course email within 24 or 36 hours during the work week, 
though it may not be possible in all cases. I will notify you when I will not be able to meet the stated 
response time. 

Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: Tests will be given to the date given in the syllabus.  If a student must be absent for an emergency 
reason, a test MAY be taken with permission of the instructor.  This is NOT a guarantee.  If a 
student knows in advance that he/she will be absent on a day that a test is scheduled, the student 
must make arrangements prior to the absence.  DO NOT make personal appointments during 
class time.  Have backup plans for child care, bad weather, and speed traps!  

Any material in the textbooks, lectures, or other materials (e.g., videos, handouts) are subject to 
inclusion on the exams.  While not all lecture material may be included in the text, the instructor 
uses the lectures primarily to review text material and to focus on the most relevant topics in 
terms of testing.  Tests may be comprised of definitions, short answers/listings, and essays 
questions.  Makeup exams will be given ONLY AS NEEDED.  It is the student's responsibility to 
contact the instructor about arrangements for makeups. 
During tests, students are not to have books, notes, or other written materials in view.  Cell 
phones, laptops, PDAs and other electronic devices should be “off” and out of view unless 
approved by the instructor. 

Grading Procedures: The final grade in the course is based upon the student’s performance on these assignments: quizzes, 
tests, writing assignment, and discussions.   

• Tests (3)                                  = 60% 
• Writing Assignment               =     15% 
• Quizzes (Best 10 out of 13)   = 25% 

 
There will be 13 - 14 quizzes during the semester.  The best 10 quiz scores will be kept.  The quizzes 
will be multiple choice and true-false questions from the textbook reading.  You will have 30 minutes 
to complete the quizzes.   
There will be three tests during the semester.  The tests will have two parts:  in-class and out of class.  
The in-class portion will consist of definitions, short answers/listings, and essays.  
Finally, there will be writing assignments given throughout the semester.  This will attempt to 
incorporate text and lecture material with current issues in American politics.  The assignments will be 
graded on content as well as organization and grammatical correctness.  Assignments should be 
typed.  Specific details of the assignment will be provided during the semester. 



Grading Scale: The course grade will be based on points earned as follows:  
90-100      A  
80-89        B  
70-79        C  
60-69        D 
Below 60  F 

Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and 
Projects: 

 

 

 

Due Date Assignment 

Week 1 Read Chapter 1 - Democracy; Complete Chapter 1 
Quiz 

Week 2 Read Chapter 2 - Constitution; Complete Chapter 
2 Quiz 

Week 3 Read Chapter 3 – Federalism; Complete Chapter 3 
Quiz 

Week 4 Read Chapter 4 – Structural Foundations; 
Complete Chapter 4 Quiz 

Week 5 Review for Test #1; Test #1 – February 19 

Week 6 Read Chapter 11 - Congress; Complete Chapter 11 
Quiz 

Week 7 Read Chapter 12 - Presidency; Complete Chapter 
12 Quiz 

Week 8 Read Chapter 13 – Executive Branch; Complete 
Chapter 13 Quiz 

Week 9 Read Chapter 14 – Courts; Complete Chapter 14 
Quiz 

Week 10 Review Test #2; Test #2 – March 31 

Week 11 Read Chapter 15 – Civil Liberties; Complete 
Chapter 15 Quiz 

Week 12 Read Chapter 16 – Civil Rights; Complete Chapter 
16 Quiz 

Week 13 Read Chapter 9 – Poltical Parties; Complete 
Chapter 9 Quiz  

Read Chapter 10 – Voting; Complete Chapter 10 
Quiz 

Week 14 Read Chapter 7 & 8 – Interest Groups and Social 
Movements; Complete Chapter 7&8 Quiz; 
Complete Writing Assignment 

Week 15 Test #3 – May 7 @ 8:00 a.m. 
 

  



Punctuality: Students are expected to be on time.  Being late is disruptive and shows a lack of respect for your 
fellow students and the instructor.  If you have difficulty getting to class on time due to a scheduling 
conflict or a physical limitation, let the instructor know immediately. 

Attendance Policy: View the DSCC Attendance Policy at http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/. 

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy. 

Class Participation: Participation is required. Students are expected to come to class on time and prepared.  Students are 
expected to be respectful of other students and the instructor.  Students should not engage in any of 
the following:  loud talking; prolonged conversations with classmates; talking on cell phones; text-
messaging on cell phones/PDAs; listening to music on any electronic device; use of laptop computers 
for reasons other than notetaking or class-related activities.  Taping of lectures or other class activities 
in any electronic medium is not permitted unless specifically approved by the instructor.  Every 
student will respect their fellow classmates.  Students are expected to participate in lively but civil 
political discussions with other students.  There will be no disruptive behavior, foul language, nor 
unnecessary talking.  All cell phones must be on silent and put away while you are in class.  DO NOT 
answer a call during class.  If a cell phone is used in any way during a graded assignment including 
tests, a grade of ZERO will result.  If you have an emergency situation, please let me know BEFORE 
class.   

Course Ground Rules 

General:  1. Participation is required  

2. Communication with other students in team projects is expected 

3. Learn how to navigate within the course management system  

4. Keep abreast of course announcements  

5. Use the assigned college email address as opposed to a personal email address  

6. Address technical problems immediately  

7. Observe course netiquette at all times. Instructor guidelines for communication by 
email, discussion groups, chat, and the use of web resources are necessary. 

8. Academic honesty is important. Your work in this course must be your own. You may 
have others help you with proofreading or critique your work, but the work itself 
must be your own. Academic dishonesty will be dealt with severely. Plagiarism, a 
form of academic dishonesty, is a serious offense. It is very important that you use 
proper citation methods to give credit for borrowed information of any kind--whether 
a quotation or whether paraphrased or summarized. If an idea or fact came from a 
source, cite the source, using either MLA or APA in-text citations. 

9. Students must address technical problems immediately. Students are expected to 
devote time at the beginning of the semester to familiarizing themselves with the 
course website, with course policies and procedures, and with the D2L software. 

Email: 1. Always include a subject line.  

2. Remember that without facial expressions some comments may be taken the wrong 
way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons might be helpful in some 
cases.  

3. Use standard fonts.  

4. Do not send large attachments without permission.  

5. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc., should be 
avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or other communication.  

6. Respect the privacy of other class members.  

http://www.dscc.edu/attendance_policy/


Discussions: 1. Review the discussion threads thoroughly before entering the discussion. Be a lurker, 
then a discussant.  

2. Try to maintain threads by using the "Reply" button rather than starting a new topic.  

3. Do not make insulting or inflammatory statements to other members of the 
discussion group. Be respectful of others’ ideas.  

4. Be patient and read the comments of other group members thoroughly before 
entering your remarks.  

5. Be cooperative with group leaders in completing assigned tasks.  

6. Be positive and constructive in group discussions.  

7. Respond in a thoughtful and timely manner.  

Web Resources: Example:  

1. Columbia Guide to Online Style by Janice R. Walker and Todd Taylor  

2. Citation Styles Online http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite6.html  

Other Important Information 

Dyersburg State 
Code of Honor and 
Citizenship: 

Access the Dyersburg State Code of Honor and Citizenship at     

http://www.dscc.edu/about%20dscc/about%20dyersburg%20state/administration/dscc%20code 

Library Resources: For the DSCC library or help desk visit www.dscc.edu/lrc. 

 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and click on TBR Virtual Library. 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Reporting Fraud, 
Waste, or Abuse: 

Report Fraud, Waste, and Abuse at http://www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical 
Assistance/Help 
Desk: 

For technical assistance, contact the DSCC Help Desk. 
Dyersburg Campus                  - (731) 288-7780  
Jimmy Naifeh Center (JNC)    - (901) 475-3177  
Gibson County Center (GCC) - (731) 222 -5180 

Visit the Help Desk on the web at www.dscc.edu/helpdesk for tutorials and other how to guides. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by email at helpdesk@dscc.edu. 

Students With 
Disabilities: 

Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a discrimination free environment for 
all students. Students with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they 
may need. Please notify the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester, it may be necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be sent to you by email and posted 
within the online course material. 

Server Outage 
Disclaimer: 

The server on which DSCC’s web supported/online courses are hosted will be occasionally unavailable 
due to upgrades and/or maintenance. Regularly scheduled outages will occur during the early 
morning hours of the second Sunday and third Tuesday of each month. There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is not located at DSCC, the 
College cannot directly correct these situations. You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to 
make accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a quiz or submitting an 
assignment. 

http://www.dscc.edu/about%20dscc/about%20dyersburg%20state/administration/dscc%20code
http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
http://www.dscc.edu/helpdesk
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu


Safety / Security: Dyersburg State makes crime statistic information available to the public through the Annual Security 
Report.  This report can be found at www.dscc.edu/security. 

DSCC has an emergency preparedness plan and periodically conducts tests of this plan. To sign up for 
emergency notifications, Login to Rave at https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC and add your 
contact information.  Notice:  Standard carrier message and data rates may apply 

Academic Honesty: Students are expected to do their own work and academic honesty will be treated according to 
Dyersburg State Community College Policy (see DSCC catalog).   

Implementation 
date approved by  
Instructional 
Council: 

Summer 2013 (prerequisites) 

Fall 2011 (course description, learning outcomes, change in title and course number from POL 201 
Fundamentals of American National Government) 

 

http://www.dscc.edu/security
https://www.getrave.com/login/DSCC

