
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Life-Span PSYC 2130 
Course Information 
  Course Description: A study of basic psychological principles, terms and research. 

Emphasis is on the conceptual approaches to psychology, 
research methods, biological basis of behavior, psychological 
development, sensory processes, perception, learning and 
conditioning, memory, thought and language as it applies to 
various stages of human development from birth to death. 3 
hours lecture 

  Course Objectives:  Be able to define and describe all main approaches in 
psychological theory, as they apply to the natural progression 
of human development from birth to death, observe different 
age groups and identify specific miles stones of development 
based on observations, explain current biological 
understanding of psychological functioning in life development, 
operations of five senses, perceptual operations, processes of 
conditioning and how language affects ability to learn, problem 
solve and remember effectively. 

Prerequisites and Co 
requisites: 

 DSPM 0700, DSPR 0800, DSPS 0800, DSPW 0800 

Course Topics: Predictable changes across the life span from birth to death 
will be studied related to normal transitions in cognitions, 
emotions, physical conditions, and typical behaviors of 
newborns, infants, toddlers, preschoolers, school age 
children, adolescents, young, middle, and late age adults to 
the experiences of dying and death---in main stream and 
cross cultural experiences  

 
 

Specific Course Requirements:  All assignments, all essays and all tests must be completed 
successfully without exception. The full point value of an 
assignment, essay or test will be detracted from the total of 
any points earned when any task is skipped. Whenever absent 
a student is responsible to check with other students who 
attended class for missed class notes, updates and any 
announced changes. Tardiness will not be tolerated, three 
tardy’s to class will result in one absence and points will be 
deducted from the attendance grade. All work will be 
completely and correctly labeled following directions provided 
or no grade will be assigned. 
 



 
 
                   CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Since learning centers on classroom activities, attendance 
is required for successful completion of any course at 
Dyersburg State Community College.  Class attendance 
policies are as follows: 

 

1. Attendance at all class sessions and regular 
participation in any online course for which a 
student is registered are expected. 
 

2. Absences will be counted from the first meeting 
of the class. 

 

3. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the 
instructor prior to an absence from class or 
shortly after the absence.  The instructor will 
determine whether an absence is excused or 
unexcused. 

 

4. The student is responsible for all work and/or 
lecture material covered in any missed class 
session.  The instructor will determine whether 
to accept makeup work for the class. 

 

5. Students who have three (3) consecutive 
unexcused absences from a class that meets 
three (3) hours per week, or two (2) consecutive 
unexcused absences from a class that meets 
twice weekly or once weekly in a three (3) hour 
block, will be reported as “stopped attending.”  
Students who do not participate in an online 
course for one week will be reported as 
“stopped attending.” 

 



6. Students who exhibit a pattern of absences, 
even if not consecutive, may also be reported 
as “stopped attending.” 

 

7. A “stopped attending” designation may 
negatively impact receipt of current and future 
financial aid. 

 

8. It is the student’s responsibility to officially 
withdraw from a course if a “stopped 
attending” designation is reported or if 
continued, regular attendance proves 
impossible.  In these circumstances, failure to 
withdraw from a course by the deadline listed 
in the Academic Calendar will result in a grade 
of “F,” and may negatively impact eligibility for 
future financial aid and/or continued 
enrollment. 

 

9. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as 
preventing an instructor from having a more 
restrictive attendance policy regarding absences 
for an individual class. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required Textbooks:  
 Textbook and support bundle: Exploring Lifespan 
Development second ED. By Laura Berk. This is bundled with 
a Companion Website. You need a special login and 



password to log on to this website which contain your 
individual homework assignments that are to be handed in 
during class.   

 

Supplementary Materials:  3-hole punch notebook paper for all in class assignments, 
writing instruments and the text book will be brought to all 
class meetings. Please make a copy of the course syllabus and 
have it with you at all times.  This is so I can give you dates as 
to when your assignments and quiz’s’ will be. 

Software Requirements:  Microsoft word student account using spelling and grammar 
check for all typed assignments.  It would be wise to have a 
jump drive specific for this class. 

Instructor Information 
Instructor Name: Ms. Jeannine T. McMahon 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

 901-475-3117 Mcmahon@dscc.edu 

Office Hours:  See my door Covington 117 
Instructor Response Time:  Daily on weekdays 

Assessment and Grading 
Testing Procedures:  Essay tests, multiple choice, fill in and definitions  
Grading Procedures:  Possible points will be earned on quizzes, take home 

assignments, attendance, MYpsychlab Homework, and class 
participation activities. 

Grading Scale: 93-100%=A, 84-92%=B, 74-83=C, 67-73=D, 66-below=F 
Assignments and Participation 

Assignments and Projects: Students will take all of their quizzes online through D2L.  The 
student will take whatever quiz is open for the appropriate 
chapter.  The student will have one week to take the quiz as 
many times as they like. The highest grade will be recorded. A 
missed quiz is equal to a zero.  A student may not make up 
ANY missed quiz.  Students will submit in class, their 
completed homework assignments from their companion 
website.  A student missing class the day an assignment is due 
will receive a zero for that assignment and cannot be made up.  
Students will be required to complete a Virtual Child that also 
accompanies their textbook bundle.  
Students will submit three family papers. The First paper will 
be about the family tree of genetics in yourself or someone 
else. The second paper will be about the pregnancy, delivery 
and your birth from your mother or for another mother and 
child. The third paper will have the students write a unique 
reflective paper based on their viewing of the “Last Lecture”. 
This assignment will be in conjunction with the chapters 
dealing with death, dying and bereavement.  
The first paper will discuss and describe the students own 
personal family lineage and genetic lineage beginning with 
their paternal and maternal grandparents, their parents and 
any siblings that may be involved and of course the student 



themselves. The information provided should include any 
genetic conditions expressed in one generation that could 
possibly transmit to the student or subsequent generations. 
This report is to help students understand that the choices 
they make for themselves can have a positive or negative 
impact on the possible expression of certain genetic 
conditions.  
The second paper will involve interviewing your mother  
or someone who is currently a mother. The interview will 
include what was going on in the world at the time of their 
pregnancy, the feelings and emotions that the new mother 
was experiencing at the time before, during and after the 
pregnancy. Include the events(world) occurring at the time of 
the pregnancy that could have had a possible impact on the 
pregnancy.   
The third paper will involve students viewing the video “The 
Last Lecture” and then writing a reflective paper describing the 
students 10 greatest life lessons and why they are so 
important to the student and why they would be important to 
the reader or legacy. All three papers will be typed, and at 
least seven to ten paragraphs long using correct grammar, 
punctuation and spelling.  
 
 

Assignment Schedule:   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Our specific dates for this class will depend on 
whether our class meets once a week, or two days 
a week, or three days a week. 
  
 
 
 
 
Week 1 
 
Pre-test, Introduction to course and supplements, 
Begin Chapter Workbook assignment 
 
Week 2 
Begin chapters 2, 3  
 
 
Week 3 
 
 
 
Week 4 
Family Tree paper due  
20/20 film  



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Week 5 
 
Discussion on gender film  
 
Week 6 
 
Mom Paper Due  
 
 
Week 7 
 Martian Child film  
 
 
Week 8 
Discussion on movie Martian child questions due  
 
 
Week 9 
Poverty 20/20 film  
 
 
Week 10 
Bully Unit  
 
 
Week 11 
Sex has a price tag video  
 
 
 
 
Week 12 
Bully Test 
 
 
 
 
Week 13 
 Reflection paper due 
 
Week 14 
WKBK on Planning your own funeral 
 
Week 15 
 
 
 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
Week 16 
 
Final exam 
 

Punctuality:  Coming to class as well as turning in assignments is expected 
on time or before time. Loss in quality points will result 
otherwise for exams, essays, and weekly questions as well as 
class participation. 

Discussion:  Completion of and participation in all class assignments is 
required. 

Course Ground Rules 
   Make ups for missed tests will be done by taking a final 

comprehensive exam on the final exam day in addition to the 
last test scheduled that day. All classes will be treated as a 
professional meeting and conducted using professional 
conduct and courtesy thus all hats, sun glasses and all head 
gear such as scarves and related casual items will be removed 
before entering the room and kept removed during the whole 
time in the room. All cell phones, beepers, watches or related 
noise making devices must be turned off before entering the 
room and kept off when in the room. 
 NOTE: IF A CELL PHONE GOES OFF DURING AN EXAM 
THE STUDENT WILL RECEIVE A FAILING GRADE OF AN 
F FOR THAT PARTICULAR EXAM. sharing your thoughts 
and allowing as well as encouraging other to do the same in 
conversations; avoiding what would potentially hurt feelings, 
offend, threaten or take away from a good learning 
environment and the comfort of others (Clothing bearing 
logos, comments and remarks must demonstrate professional 
respect); and being ready to give as well as receive 
constructive feedback. Failing to follow or ignoring professional 
guidelines will result in loosing quality points and can result in 
being required to leave our meeting. 

E-mail: McMahon@dscc.edu 
Academic Dishonesty: Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and will be 

punished by failure on an assignment, test, or project or by 
failure in the course depending on the severity. It is your 
responsibility to complete your own work for this class. To 



receive more information refer to the "Academic Dishonesty" 
policy in the Dyersburg State Community College Catalog or 
the documents in the Course Information Module on the home 
page. 

DSCC Policies: Fraud, Waste, and Abuse Policy 
(https://www.dscc.edu/Fraud2004.htm ) 
  
Student Handbook 
(https://www.dscc.edu/Catalog2005/DSCCHandbook2005.pdf)  

• Americans With Disabilities Act  
• Firearms and Other Dangerous Weapons  
• Safety and Security  
• Sexual/Racial Harassment  

Learning Resource Center: Dyersburg State Community College Learning Resource Center 
Help Desk 

Students With Disabilities: Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing 
a discrimination free environment for all students. Students 
with disabilities are encouraged to inform the College of any 
assistance they may need. Please notify your instructor or Pam 
Dahl, ADA Coordinator at (731)286-3242, dahl@dscc.edu. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester it may be 
necessary to make changes to the material in the 
course syllabus. Any necessary changes to the course 
syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail and posted within the 
online course material. 
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