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Introduction to Sociology Syllabus 
Fall 2012 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 
Amanda Young, MSW amyoung@dscc.edu 

Phone: (901)870-6788 (text 
available) 

I am adjunct therefore I do not 
have an office. If you need to 
meet with me it will need to be 
before or after class. Email is the 
best form of communication. I 
will respond to emails within 48 
hours. 

General Information 

Description: SOCI 1010—Introduction to Sociology 3 sem. hrs. This course is a general introduction to 
the terms, concepts and principles of sociology. The course emphasizes the history of the development 
of sociology, research methods, basic sociological concepts and the study of social institutions. 3 hours 
lecture.  
 

Expectations and Goals: Students will demonstrate the ability to …Recognize, describe, and explain 
social institutions, structures of a diverse society and certain aspects of a global culture.  

Think critically about how individuals are influenced by social forces of their own and other diverse 
cultures. 

 Explore the relationship between the individual and society as it affects the personal behavior, social 
development and quality of life of the individual, the family and the community.  

Use sociological perspectives and the social research model to objectively gather and analyze data, 
draw logical conclusions, and apply those conclusions to one’s life and society.  

Take ethical stands based on appropriate social research.  

Analyze and communicate the values and processes that are used to formulate the major sociological 
theories.  

Course Materials 

Required Text:  Society the basics, Twelfth Edition by John J. Macionis. Publisher: Prentice Hall, 
2011. ISBN 13:978-0-205-89891-6 

MySocLab use: ISBN 0-205-89547-6 Students may purchase their textbooks or view complete details at 
www.dscc.edu/bookstore. 

mailto:amyoung@dscc.edu
http://www.dscc.edu/bookstore
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Electronic Text and Resources: With the purchase of a new text, you will get an access code to 
MySocLab™ for the online text edition and many other resources. Otherwise, you can purchase an 
access code. The electronic text or access to the resources is not required, but strongly 
recommended. 

Course Schedule 

Week Topic Exercises 

August 28 Introduction to class, 
review syllabus. Chapter 
1: Sociology: Perspective, 
Theory, and Method 

 

September 4 Chapter 2: Culture 
**Library** 

Complete the Mysoc Lab module and test for 
this chapter prior to the start of class.  

September 11 Chapter 3: Socialization: 
From Infancy to Old Age 
Chapter 4: Social 
Interactions in Everyday 
Life 

Choose one socialist listed in Chapter 3 and 
turn in a one-page essay over the socialist 
theories and your opinions about those 
theories. Can be more than one page, but no 
more than 2, single-spaced in paragraph form. 

September 18 Chapter 6: Sexuality and 
Society 
Chapter 7: Deviance 

Complete the Mysoc Lab module for Chapter 7 
and take the test prior to the start of class.  

September 25 Chapter 5: Groups and 
Organizations 

Study on the types of groups listed in this 
Chapter as we will have a quiz to assess your 
understanding of differences in groups. 

October 2 Guest Speaker: Mid-Term 
prep 

 

October 9 Mid-Term 
Chapter 8: Social 
Stratification 

 

October 16 FALL BREAK!!!  

October 23 Chapter 9: Global 
Stratification 

Project 1 Due!!! 

October 30 Chapter 10: Gender 
Stratification 
 

Complete the Mysoc Lab on this chapter and 
complete the chapter exam prior to the start 
of class.  
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Week Topic Exercises 
** November 2, last day 
to drop/withdraw from 
class with a grade of “W” 

November 6 Chapter 11: Race and 
Ethnicity 

 

November 13 On-Line class module: No 
in-person class meeting. 
(Chapter 14: Education, 
Health, and Medicine)  

There will be an assignment listed to 
accommodate the online module. The 
assignment will need to be completed and 
emailed to me by November 16, 2012. 

November 20 Chapter 13: Family and 
Religion 

Research one religious affiliation, different 
from your own, and prepare a 2 page paper, 
with references on your research about the 
culture, beliefs, and values of this particular 
religion. 

November 27 Chapter 15: Population, 
Urbanization, and the 
Environment. 
Chapter 16: Social 
Change: Modern and 
Postmodern Societies.  

Complete the Mysoc Lab on Chapter 16 and 
complete the chapter exam prior to the start 
of class.  

December 4 Project Presentations: 
Final Exam Prep 

Group Project Due!!! 

December 11 Final Exam, Tuesday 
December 11; 7:15 – 9:15 
pm. 

GOOD LUCK!!!!  

 

Exam Schedule 

Date Subject 

October 9 Mid-Term 

December 11 Final Exam 7:15-9:15 pm 
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Additional Information and Resources 

Testing Procedures: Tests will be given in the classroom. Tests will be a combination of multiple 
choice, true/false, and some matching. Extra credit questions will be given for material presented in 
class. Scan trons are required for test taking. 

 

Grading Procedures: Tests, paper assignments and presentations will be used for the final grade. 
Make ups are allowed with the student taking responsibility to set up a makeup time. Grades will 
be calculated on points.  

 Daily Exercises – 6 @ 10 pts. each = 60 pts. 

 Sociology Application Paper – 100 pts. 

 Group Research Project and Presentation – 200 pts. 

 Mid-Term – 55 points 

 Final Exam – 75 points 

 Class Participation – 10 pts. 

Total =  500 pts.  
Grading Scale: The scale is as follows: 90-100 A, 80-89 B, 70-79 C, 60-69 D, below 60 is an F. 

Course Ground Rules 

General:   

1. Participation is required. 

2. Cell Phones on SILENT. If using a lap top ONLY for note taking or activities 
related to the CLASS.  

3. Keep abreast of course announcements. All announcements will be sent in a 
class group email.  

4. Use the assigned college or university e-mail address as 

opposed to a personal e-mail address. Check your email regularly. 

5. Observe course netiquette at all times; Instructor 

guidelines for communication by email, discussion groups, 

chat, and the use of web resources. 

6. Abide by the Dyersburg State Code of Honor and 

Citizenship found inside the front cover of the college 

catalog. 

7. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic 

dishonesty are prohibited and can result in an “F” for the 
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test or assignment. 

8. Show respect to your fellow students and instructor through polite responses 
and no profanity or rude words. 

 

E-mail: 

1. Remember without facial expressions some comments may be taken 
the wrong way. Be careful in wording your emails. Use of emoticons 
might be helpful in some cases.  

2. Use standard fonts.  
3. Do not send large attachments without permission.  
4. Special formatting such as centering, audio messages, tables, html, etc. 

should be avoided unless necessary to complete an assignment or 
other communication.  

5. Respect the privacy of other class members.  
6. Always include a subject line. 

Web Resources: 1. MySocLab™ provides chapter-by-chapter diagnostic 

tests and a customized study plan. 

2. Audio study material is available at 

http://www.audible.com/search/ref=sr_lftbox_1_1. 

Search for “VargoNotes for Sociology, 11/e.” There is 

a small fee for downloading the material. Audio.com, 

an Amazon company, maintains this web site. 

  
Other Important Information 

Library For the DSCC library or help desk go to www.dscc.edu and click on 
Learning Resource Center link. 

 

For the Tennessee Virtual Library go to www.tn.regentsdegrees.org and 
click on TBR Virtual Library. 

Reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse State law requires all public institutions of higher education to provide a 
means by which students, employees, or others may report suspected 
or known improper or dishonest acts. In addition, DSCC is committed to 
the responsible stewardship of our resources. 
 

If you would like to know more about reporting Fraud, Waste, or Abuse, 
please visit www.dscc.edu/fraud. 

Technical Assistance: For technical assistance with online classes, contact the LRC Help Desk.  
The Help Desk telephone number for the Dyersburg area is 731-288-
7780.  The Help Desk telephone number for the Covington area is 901-
475-3177.  The Help Desk telephone number for the Trenton area is 731-
221-5180. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by e-mail. The address is 
helpdesk@dscc.edu.  

http://www.dscc.edu/
http://www.tn.regentsdegrees.org/
http://www.dscc.edu/fraud
mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
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Library Resources: 
 

To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other LRC information, 
call the LRC at 731-286-3361. 

Students With Disabilities: Dyersburg State Community College is committed to providing a 
discrimination free environment for all students. Students with disabilities 
are encouraged to inform the College of any assistance they may need. 
Please notify your instructor and the ADA Coordinator at (731) 286-3242. 

Syllabus Changes: From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make 
changes to the material in the course syllabus. Any necessary changes to 
the course syllabus will be sent to you by e-mail and posted within the 
online course material. 

Server Outage Disclaimer: The server on which DSCC’s online courses are hosted will be occasionally 
unavailable due to upgrades and or maintenance.  Regularly scheduled 
outages will occur during the early morning hours of the second Sunday 
and third Tuesday of each month.  There may also be unplanned 
downtime due to failures of one kind or another.  Because the server is 
not located at DSCC, the college cannot directly correct these situations. 
You will need to contact your instructor(s) directly to make 
accommodations should an unplanned outage prevent you from taking a 
quiz or submitting an assignment. 

 

Assignments:  

Sociology Application Paper: Using the Sociological Perspective 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to give you the opportunity to use a 
sociological perspective in your everyday life. A sociological perspective is a way of looking  
or not looking at events. Three concepts aid you in developing this way of looking; the 
sociological imagination, knowledge of the three theoretical approaches, and use of data 
supported by methodical research. 
 
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, understanding social behavior and human 
groups interested many great thinkers. In order to ensure objectivity, over years, these 
people developed principles and guidelines that formed approaches from which one could 
view social behavior and human groups in a logical, methodical, and objective manner. 
At this point in sociology, three major theoretical approaches exist: the structural functional 
approach, the social-conflict approach, and the internationalist perspective. No one 
approach is better than the other. Using information from all the approaches give us more 
information than any single one could possibly provide. Each approach asks different 
questions and follows different guidelines. Therefore, we learn distinct information from 
each view and the combination of the information gives us greater understanding of social 
behavior and human groups. 
 
In selecting your article, do not choose an article that discusses one person. 
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Sociologists examine individuals or groups. For example, discuss the political sector, not 
President Obama, or teen-age violence, not Joseph Kane. If the article cannot be 
extrapolated to a group, choose another news item. Joseph Kane and his father could be 
generalized and used to discuss a group that share similar views. 
 
In addition to the text, additional information that explains and applies the three major 
theoretical approaches can be found in “Sociological Perspective and Theoretical 
Approaches” in the Chapter 1 tutorials. Links to other material are provided. 
 
Assignment: 
Please double space your paper to allow for instructor comments. 
 
The assignment is to use the three main theoretical approaches to analyze a current 
event. 
 
Log on to Yahoo, http://www.yahoo.com. On the left side of the page, scroll down to 
“News.” Click “News” tab. The first tab will be “Top Stories”. Choose one of the breaking 
stories from the news section. Some articles are easier to analyze using the approaches 
than others. Be careful to select an article that can be analyzed using macro (functionalist 
and conflict) and micro (symbolic interactionism) analysis. Follow the links given, read the 
article(s) and any additional information. 
 
In applying the functionalist, conflict, and interactionist approaches consider the various 
views that each use to get different information. Read pages 7 – 15. Use the concepts 
given in “Applying Theory” on page 15. 
 
Remember each approach asks different questions and gets different answers. 

1. The functionalists ask, “What is the consequence or function?” Does this event 
           promote social cohesion and harmony between the various areas of society? Are 
           there shared values? Is it functional or dysfunctional?  

2. The conflict theorist asks, “Who benefits?” Does one group achieve political and or 
economic power? Is one group powerless? Are there tensions, hostility, competition 
and struggle over goals between groups (large groups such as corporate business, 
workers, politicians, and military)? If you choose to write about a war, the conflict 
theorist usually sees the soldiers and general population as the powerless group. 
The reason for the conflict between countries is not as important as understanding 
the social structure of the country that is waging war. Conflict theorists propose that 
the poor fight wars declared by the powerful. Children of the wealthy often do not 
serve in the armed forces.  

3. The interactionist asks, “What is the meaning for the individuals?” What symbols 
are being used to convey meaning? Are the people in the story trying to project a 
certain image by playing “roles” and using symbols? Struggle within groups, such as 
within a family or a group of friends, is analyzed by the symbolic interactionism 
approach. 
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Please use the specific terminology of each approach and link the assumptions or views to 
the content of the news article. Write your article as a sociologist and not as an assignment 
for an English composition class. 
Your paper should include the following sections. Please outline your 
paper with the headings listed below. Bold the letters and place either center or left justified 
then write your paragraph under it.  Grade points will be deducted if you do not identify and 
address all the sections. 
 
Section 1: “Summary of Article” Identify the title and briefly summarize the news event 
that you are analyzing. Include the date(s) of the news article. If using more than one 
article, please include all the articles with the requested information. 
 
Section 2: “Structural-Functional Approach” State the basic views of the functionalist 
approach. Analyze the news article using these views. 
 
Section 3: “Social-Conflict Approach” State the basic views of the conflict approach. 
Analyze the news article using these views. 
 
Section 4: “Symbolic-Interaction Approach” State the basic views of the interactionist 
approach. Analyze the news article using these views. 
 
Section 5: “Conclusion” Write a conclusion. Does each approach offer insight? What is 
(are) the major conclusion(s)? Is one approach better suited than the others for analyzing 
the event? Why or why not? Which approach do you find to be the most interesting? 
 
Paper is to be double spaced, font of 12, grammar and spelling will be graded. Paper 
should be no less than 2 pages long. Quality of answers and referencing to text will be 
calculated in the grade. This is not to be just your opinion but applied to the text. 
 

Group Project and Presentation: 
Social Research 

The purpose of this assignment is for you to learn the steps of the scientific method 
applied to social research. When you think of research you think of pure science where 
you can feel or see something to measure. With human behavior you cannot do that. So 
how do you measure human behavior? This is the reason for the assignment. You can do 
that through surveys and counting data. Then you can conclude behavior by people’s 
responses in reporting their behavior. 

I want you to do a topic that really interest you and goes with your degree. If you are a 
business major you can do a business research topic. For example, you could survey 
shoppers and find out shopping patterns of what products they buy and if the locations of 
the products in the store impact this.  If you are an education major you could conduct a 
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survey on how much people know about a certain topic or observe a classroom and 
interview students. Social work majors could survey people about marriage, alcoholism, 
family values. Please reference the textbook as well in writing up the first section as to 
why the topic is connected to society. 

The first step is to read chapter one on research starting with page 21. The steps to 
research begin on page 29.  

1. What is your topic? State the problem. Research the problem. What are the 
statistics out there about your topic? i.e.; child abuse, spouse abuse, crime, 
alcoholism, health topics, business stats whatever applies to your topic. I want you 
to pick a topic you are really interested in so the research is fun for you. Apply it 
to your major. You need to narrow your topic. i.e.; if you do crime that is way too 
broad. You need to be specific as to what kind of crime and who commits the 
crime i.e.; juveniles, men or women? References are needed here in this section of 
your paper. 

2. What have others already learned? You have to look at what other studies have 
been done on the topic and what have they found. This is your literature review. 
You must find at least 5 professional studies that have been done on your topic. 
These have to be referenced in this section of your paper. By professional I mean 
they have to be peer reviewed studies of proven research found through Info trac 
in the library. No web sites are to be used or magazine articles. These are not 
professionally researched studies or findings. 

3. What exactly are your questions? What is your goal to find? Be specific in 
describing what you will look for. Operationalize terms here for example the word 
“Stress” is too vague or “violence” how are you going to define these words. That 
needs to be stated clearly in your research and to your participants if asked. You 
have to give concrete measurement to them such as for stress; you could list 
physical reactions such as headaches, lack of eating or sleeping. With violence it 
could be measured by hitting, shooting etc. State your hypothesis:  see page 22-23 
to understand a hypothesis. It is an educated guess of what you will find. It is not a 
question. It is a statement that you are going to either prove or disprove with your 
findings.  

4. What will you need to carry out the research?  Who will you be asking the 
questions to? You need to have a good sample to make generalizations on the 
findings. You need to have at least 20 people to survey. Are you going to interview 
people or give them a written survey? How much time will it take? Printing of 
surveys, going to a location where your population is i.e.; school, nursing home, 
random mix of people such as the store or mall. You have to go to the population 
you are researching. If it is general information then asking random people will be 
fine and you will need to go to an environment where there is a mix of people such 
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as a mall or store. Be sure and have diversity in your respondents. Do not skew 
your study. For example if you are researching test anxiety, you do not go to a 
tutoring lab and ask students there who are already jeopardized by struggling 
academically and most likely have test anxiety. If you are specifically interested in 
toddlers then you will need to go to a daycare or school to ask that group 
questions or their parents. Remember with people under 18 you have to have 
parental approval to do research. 

5. Are there ethical concerns? Note here you NEVER ask people their names or any 
personal id information in research.  You need to guarantee them confidentiality 
of information. Do not ask legal questions which could implicate them for any 
crimes or too personal type of questions. So, you must look at your approach and 
type of questions. As noted above, if you are working with anyone under 18 
parental permission is needed. 

6. What method will you use? For this assignment it will most likely be the best 
experience to use a survey with participants. Read pages 24-25 on survey 
questions. You have to be very clear and only use a single question on surveys. No 
double questions such as “do you smoke and drink?” Watch how you word your 
questions so they are not biased to how you want people to answer.  You can do a 
“existing data” research but it will not be as fulfilling and fun. Interviews are okay 
but with this being the first time for you problems could come from that. You can 
really skew peoples’ answers with the way you ask the questions.  I would highly 
recommend a survey which HAS TO BE APPROVED BY ME BEFORE YOU BEGIN. 

7. How will you record the data? In your survey it is best to use scales for people to 
respond to. Open ended questions are okay but leave a lot of gray area in 
collecting the data. For demographics you will need to ask age, race, education 
level, any other data that would impact your study such as marital status or where 
they are from.  You can have people rank their responses such as 1 being the 
lowest and 10 being the highest. You can use strongly disagree to strongly agree 
scales. You can use frequency scales such as never, sometimes, always. You can 
have people number items in a list that may be according to value to them; ie 
looking at the list of family values list in order with 1 being the most valued to 
you. Look at other research methods and use ideas from them. You must place a 
copy of your questions with your paper. 

8. What do the data tell you? Here you need to provide some visual aid to lay out 
your data such as a pie chart or table. You need to report the personal 
demographics i.e.; how many males/females, race, education level, other factors 
you collected. Then you need to show their responses to your questions in some 
visual aid form again with a pie chart or table with percentages. You will then 
show any correlations you found. i.e.; “all persons over 65 who were asked about 
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defining marriage said it was strictly between a man and a woman”. This shows a 
relationship between age and values. Here you will present if you proved or 
disproved your hypothesis. Did you find what you thought you would or not? 

9. What are your conclusions? Review what you found and what surprised you. 
Compare what you found to what your literature review found. Does it compare to 
what others found? Write about what you would have done differently. What other 
questions could you have asked to get a better response or more specific 
information?  What did you learn? 

10. How can you share what you have learned?  You can write about how you can use 
this information for your future career or another paper or project in another 
class. How will this information impact you personally?  

 

The paper: 

Your research will be presented in a paper. It needs to be in APA format. It needs a cover 
sheet, abstract, content pages outlined by each section, reference page APA style. Use 
the above steps as your outline for writing the paper. Attach your survey at the back of 
the paper. Put the visual graphics in the paper under the #8 section.  This paper should 
not be any less than 6 pages and no more than 15 pages. Your responses to each section 
need to be of solid length and address each step of research clearly addressing the areas 
noted above under the steps. Under #1 and 2 you need to have references to your 
statistics on your topic and identifying other researchers who completed similar studies 
to what you are doing.  If you have short responses your grade will be drastically 
reduced. Your spelling and grammar will be calculated as well in your grade. Use spell 
check and have at least one other person read your paper to assist with grammar errors 
and overall clear communication. The paper needs to be double spaced; Font of 12. 
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