
Dyersburg State Community College 
Spanish 1020 Course Syllabus, Spring 2012 

 
Instructor: Zaira Garcia 
Office: Eller Administrative Building, Room221 
Phone:  (731) 286-3377 
E-mail: garcia@dscc.edu    
 
 
     Office Hours:   Dyersburg Campus.  Eller Building, Rm 221  
       M/W/F  10:00 – 11:00 am  
         Tuesday and Thursdays  2:00 – 3:00 pm 
              
        Covington Campus.  Building B, Rm 136  
                                                                        Tuesday and Thursdays by appointment 
      11:00 - 12:00 pm 
                                                               
Textbook:  Motivos de conversación, Sixth Edition.  Nicholas\Dominicis                                            
                   Workbook/Laboratory Manual for Motivos de conversación.  
 
Course Description: 
The program emphasizes the development of the four basic language skills: 
speaking, listening, writing, and reading. Upon course completion, students are 
prepared to enter an intermediate or second year Spanish course. Insights into 
Spanish culture, customs and ways of life are presented regularly. 3 hours lecture, 2 
hours laboratory 
Credits:   3 credits 
 
Teaching/Learning Objectives: 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 
 Understand, speak, write and read in Spanish, with some error, the main 

ideas of simple narration on familiar topics (i.e. the topic you study in class).  
 Interact to certain social situations in a culturally correct manner.  
 Use critical thinking skills through using and recombining words and phrases 

to express new and different meaning. 
 Discuss and appreciate of cultural diversity. 
 Demonstrate improved English skills. 
 Utilize technology in learning basic language skills and observing other 

culture. 
 

►While mathematics is not an integral part of the course, research has shown that 
studying a second language can improve your skills in math. Math and verbal SAT 
score improve with each additional year of foreign language study. 
 
Prerequisites and Co requisites: 
SPAN 1010 or permission of instructor 
 
Presentation: 
The course material is presented in a multi-instructional format that addresses 
different learning styles and encourages critical thinking.  Various methods of 
instruction include the use of audiocassettes, video, role-play, problem solving, 

mailto:garcia@dscc.edu


overhead transparencies, and computer programs.  In tutorials, you converse in 
Spanish using the topics currently being studied. 
 
Attendance: 
Learning a language is an exciting experience.  Success depends on practice, not 
intelligence.  Regular attendance at every class and tutorial (lab) is essential!  New 
material will covered every day and there will be frequent quizzes and tests, so 
absences may be extremely detrimental to you learning Spanish and your grade.  You 
cannot participate if you are not there.  Excessive absences may result in you being 
dropped from the course. 
 
Illness, death in the family or special school activities is the only bases for excused 
absence.  Make up of a test is possible only by prior arrangement. The reason for 
absence must be given to the instructor in writing.  A grade of zero is given for an 
unexcused absence in the tutorial (lab).  Absence on the day of the mid-term and 
final examination by the external examiner can result in failure of the course. 
 
Furthermore, if you miss six hours of the class meetings for any reason (excused or 
unexcused), you automatically fail the course. If you are late or must be absent, it is your 
responsibility to find out and do the homework assignment before the next class period 
and to come to your instructor’s office to get any handouts.  
 
Homework: 
Because of the limited time that we have during class and tutorials, the majority of 
your learning must take place outside of class with your daily studying, homework, 
and practicing with your classmates or friends.  Homework is an integral part of this 
course.  Assignments are made for every class and tutorial (lab).  The work must be 
completed before class, not during or 5 minutes before class.  Find a time and place 
for daily language study that is pleasant and conducive to learning.  You should plan 
two hours outside of class for each hour that you are in class and one hour for each 
hour that you are in tutorial – or whatever time it takes to master the material.  If you 
miss class, you are responsible for getting the assignment and having it prepared for 
the next class.  Late assignments cannot be accepted except by prior arrangement. 
No credit will be given for assignments turned in late. 
 
Class time will be used for clarification and elaboration of text presentations and 
practicing what you are learning.  If you come to class unprepared, much of what we 
do in class will be confusing to you and you will lose valuable practice time for 
speaking and understanding Spanish. 
 
Evaluation: 
Quizzes, tests, compositions and written exams are given throughout the semester.  
The tutorial instructor assigns grades after each tutorial.  An external examiner or the 
teacher will conduct oral mid-term and final evaluations.  Failure to pass the oral 
exams may result in failure of the course.   
 
Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:  
 
GRADING PROCEDURES: In Spanish 1020 the course grade will be comprised of: 
 2 Exams (20% each)…………………………….….40% Midterm and Final 
 Pruebas (4-5 unit tests) …………….…………… 10% 
 Oral Exam ….. ………………………………….……. 10% 
 2 Compositions (5 % each) ...…………….….…10% 

2 Cultural Activities (5 % each) ...…………..…10% 



Quizzes and Assigments..…………………………10% 
Mandatory Activities …………………………....…10% 
 

 
Final Average 
[(Exams ave)+(Pruebas ave)+(Oral Exam)+(Comp. ave)+(Cult. ave)+ (Quizzes &Tutotial)/+3 to 
-3 participation adjustment on final average)] 

 
Participation: It will be added to or subtracted from the final average.  Participation consists 
of completing homework assignments and workbooks on time and evidence of 
preparedness, and, ABOVE All, willingness to contribute to class activities. An absence is not 
an excuse for coming to class unprepared.   
 
Exams: there will be no make-ups of exams or tests except in most extreme cases and only at 
the instructor’s discretion. If consent is given, the make-up must be arranged in advance of the 
regularly scheduled exam. When exams are returned to you and you have had a few minutes to 
look them over, they must be returned to your instructor. The department retains all exams.  
Students must never take an exam from the classroom; however, you may peruse your exam in 
your instructor’s office during office hours.  
 
Pruebas: Pruebas are 20  min. tests. There are no make-ups. 
 
Quizzes: 5-10 Min. quizzes may be given at any time announced or not and will cover 
preparation for the day.    
 
Compositions:  Compositions and rewrites are due on the date indicated in the schedule.  
Mistakes and areas of weakness will be marked and then returned to the student for 
revision. A maximum of 7 points may be added to the grade of the original based on 
attention to and correction of errors in the original. Students may not receive any help on the 
original but may request help from the instructor on the revision. The original is to be turned 
in with the revision. 
 
Cultural and Mandatory Activities: Students are required to attend TWO (2) approved 
international cultural activities on campus throughout the course of the semester. A one-
page report in English on the appropriate form (or by e-mail attachment) is to be turned in for 
each activity. The report must include a summary as well as a reflection on how the activity 
affected the student's way of thinking.  
 
1) Spanish Feria –March6th (extra credit) 
2) International Tables (Mandatory, 1 time in the semester) 
3) Help me READ (Mandatory, 1 time in the semester) 
 
Oral Exams: Oral exams will be given at the end of the semester. You will need to sign up for a 
time to take the exam in your instructor’s office/classroom. 
 

Scale of grading: 
        

90-100   A 
80-89  B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 
Below 60 F 

 
 
 
 



Academic Integrity Policy: 
It is the responsibility of every student to be informed of the Academic Integrity Policy. 
Copies of the policy are available in: CIV workbooks, Classroom bulletin boards, office of 
the Department of Foreign Languages, the office of the Dean of Humanistic Studies. 
Misrepresenting work of another as one’s own, be it on a test, a homework assignment, 
a paper or any other activity, constitutes academic dishonesty.  Compositions and 
graded assignments must be your own work; however, you may take advantage of 
tutoring available on campus and seek assistance from the instructor during office 
hours. Use of electronic translators is considered plagiarism. I expect students to abide 
by the highest ethical standards. Consider your signature on every assignment, quiz, and 
exam a pledge that you have adhered to this policy. 
 
Disability: 
Students with disabilities, physical or learning, are encouraged to work with the Office 
for Students with Disabilities in developing any needed accommodations for this 
course.  Pam Dahl is the coordinator (731) 286-3242.  Once you have registered with 
this office, please let me know if I may help facilitate your progress through this 
course. 
 
Syllabus Changes: 
From time to time during the semester it may be necessary to make changes to the 
material in the course syllabus. You will be notified during class time by your 
instructor. 
 
Suggestions for success: 
 

1. Study regularly.  Set aside a specific time each day for Spanish.  Don’t wait 
until the last minute to try to prepare assignments.  Learning a new language 
requires time and practice. 

2. Don’t get behind! Learning is a cumulative process; each new skill builds on 
skills previously learned. 

3. Study with a friend or classmate.  Language is communication, which involves 
constant human interaction. Form after-class study groups to help each other 
out and to practice the material. 

4. Conscientiously study your errors on exams and quizzes. Be sure you 
understand what you did wrong.  Ask   questions and learn from your errors so 
you won’t repeat them! 

5. Learn what works well for you as you memorize vocabulary, learn new 
grammar rules, study new verbs, etc.  Many students make their own 
flashcards.  Others underline important point in the text.  Take advantage of 
the many language resources on the web.  Develop you own set of study 
techniques. 

6. Consult your instructor.  Your instructor is paid to answer questions.  Get 
clarifications if needed. 

7. Get a Spanish tutor. 
 
Many thanks to acruz@cbc2.org for the “Suggestions for success” and much good information on 
attendance, homework, and preparation.  
 
 

* Syllabus is subject to changes which will be addressed the first day of classes. 
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