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Course Information 

Course Description: An emphasis is placed on speech as an act of 
communication.  The student’s confidence and poise 
before an audience and ability to select, research, 
organize, write, and present a subject orally are stressed. 

Course Objectives: At the completion of this course, students should be able 
to select, research, organize and present speech topics  
which will benefit a wide range of audiences. 
 

• Students should be able to conduct situational 
and audience analyses to determine which 
topics are of greatest need and interest to specific 
audiences. 

 
• Students should be able to recognize the 

general purpose of a speech, and develop a 
specific purpose and central idea consistent 
with both the general purpose and information 
derived from the situational and audience 
analyses. 

 
• Students should be able to use research tools 

adequately. 
 

• Students should be able to use research 
materials such as statistics and examples to 
more fully develop their ideas, clearly 
discerning between fact and opinion. 

 
• Students should be able to organize their ideas 

(in both written and oral forms) in a clear 
and logical manner, with a distinct 
introduction, body and conclusion, as well 
as transitional phrasing.  

 
• Students should be able to employ correct 

grammar, pronunciation and articulation. 
 

• Students should be able to recognize differing 
viewpoints and be respectful of them. 

 
• Students should be able to listen attentively 

and effectively during speech presentations.  
 

• Students should be able to overcome stage 



fright and to use eye contact and natural 
gestures to effectively communicate their 
ideas, as well as learn to adapt to audience 
feedback. 

•  
Prerequisites: DSPW 0800, DSPR 0800 

Course Topics: Effective listening, ethics of public speaking, selecting 
speech topics, speech organization & outlining, using 
language effectively, developing and using visual aids, 
speaking to inform, speaking to persuade, speaking on 
special occasions, and communicating in small groups 
  

Specific Course Requirements: • Students must and make contact with the 
instructor and the class at least two times 
each week to keep communication open with 
regard to subject matter, the students’ progress 
and any questions they might have regarding 
assignments. 

 
Note: 
All assignment deadlines and due dates are listed 
on the calendar.   
 

• Students must turn in three chapter quizzes 
weekly beginning the second week of 
classes through chapter 16.  Quizzes on 
Chapters 17 & 18 may be turned in after all 
speeches have been made, but within 2 weeks of 
the end of the semester. More than three quizzes 
may be turned in weekly if desired. 

  
• Students are required to take two 

examinations, one mid-term covering chapters 
1-10 of the text, and one comprehensive final 
covering the text in its entirety. 

 
• Students are required to arrange, with the 

aid and/or approval of the instructor, an 
outside speaking engagement (to be 
videotaped) with a civic organization (e.g., 
Rotary Club), school, church group or service 
agency (e.g., Dyer Co. Literacy Council) for each 
of the following speeches: 

 
     Demonstrative, Informative (current    
     event), and Persuasive. Topics and  
     audiences for each must be pre-approved  
     by the instructor. 
 
• Additionally, students are required to submit to 

the instructor their videotaped presentations 
of the following:      

      
-Self-introductory speech  



-Demonstrative speech  
-Informative (current event)speech  
-Persuasive speech  

 
 
• Students are also required to prepare and turn in 

a preparation outline no later than one week 
prior to each of the following speech/report 
presentations:    

 
Demonstrative, Informative (current event), 
Persuasive.  Accompanying the Informative 
and Persuasive speech outlines must also be 
a Works Cited page with at least three 
current sources, using the MLA style of 
citation. 
 
See calendar for specific due 
dates/deadlines. 

  
• Students are required to develop a 

questionnaire including at least three fixed-
alternative, three scale, and three open-ended 
questions, to be distributed among classmates, 
(based on a potential persuasive topic). A 
questionnaire developer link is included in the 
contents of chapter 5 on the website.  
Additionally, students should refer to pages  

         127-130 of the text.  See “Questionnaire   
          Assignment.”                           
 

• Students are required to develop a Power Point 
presentation with at least 5 slides, which could 
be used to accompany their persuasive 
presentation.  Since most online students will 
likely be delivering their presentations in spaces 
that will not accommodate the use of Power Point, 
they are not required to use it, but simply to 
develop an accompanying presentation.  The 
Power Point presentation must be saved 
submitted approximately least one week 
prior to the Persuasive speech assignment 
deadline.  

  
Textbooks, Supplementary Materials, Hardware and Software Requirements 

Required Textbooks: The Art of Public Speaking, 10th Ed.  
By Stephen E. Lucas 
 
http://www.dsccbooks.com/dyersburg/ 
 

Supplementary Materials: Access to a video camera to record speeches, and  
equipment to convert (if necessary) to VHS tapes or 
DVD’s(of speeches to be sent to instructor).  Speeches 
may be recorded and uploaded to YouTube, but the link 



must be added to the Assignment submission. 
 
Access to a computer with Power Point for  
e-mailing, creating Word documents, and viewing and 
creating Power Point presentations. 
 

Software Requirements: Word and Power Point software 
  

Instructor Information 
Instructor Name: Meleia Lewis 

Instructor Contact 
Information: 

Lannom Gymnasium, Rm. 181 
286-3261 
Contact via D2L email. 

Virtual Office Hours: TBA 
Times will be announced once all schedules are reviewed. 

Instructor Response Time: 2 working days 
Assessment and Grading 

Testing Procedures: Students will take two proctored exams (mid-term 
and final) at the LRC, the Jimmy Naifeh Center or 
the Gibson County Center (unless other arrangements 
are made and approved by the instructor), with no books, 
notes, or CDRoms allowed.   
 
Chapter quizzes should be taken online on a weekly 
basis (3 chapters per week beginning no later than 
the second week of classes). 
 

Grading Procedures: Grades will be based upon speaking assignments, written 
assignments and exams, class participation, and 
improvements with regard to quality of speech 
performance, preparation, and content.  

 
Grades will be designated as follows:  
 40%  4 Speaking assignments  
  
          15  3 Preparation Outlines 
                               (2 with Works Cited) 
  
           5                1 Powerpoint presentation 
 
          10                Chapter Quizzes 
 
 10  Mid-term exam              
  

10  Final exam 
    

          10                Class participation  
         100% 
 
 

Grading Scale: A = 90-100%   B = 80-89   C = 70-79   D = 60-69   F =  0-59 
 



Assignments and Participation 
Assignments and Projects: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter quizzes:     3 Chapter Quizzes are to be turned 
in once weekly. Quizzes will not be accepted after 
the weekly deadline. 
 
Questionnaire:      Devise a questionnaire based upon a 
potential persuasive topic to gauge the response of the 
designated, pre-approved audience to said topic.  Include 
at least three fixed-alternative, three scale, and three 
open-ended questions.  The questionnaire is covered on 
pages 127-130 of the text.  The questionnaire 
should be distributed to actual potential audience 
members at least 5 weeks in advance of the 
persuasive speech presentation.  It should be 
collected within 2 weeks of distribution, and 
information from responses may be used in preparation 
for the speech. 
 
Speeches:                Arrangements for the 
Demonstrative, Informative (current events) and 
Persuasive speeches should begin the first day of 
class.  All potential speaking situations/occasions are 
subject to the approval of the instructor.  If assistance is 
needed in locating speaking opportunities, then these 
efforts can be coordinated with the instructor.  All 
speeches must be videotaped and turned in to the 
instructor on VHS tape or DVD, or uploaded to 
YouTube with a working URL sent to the instructor 
– no exceptions. 
 
• SELF-INTRODUCTORY (2-4 MINUTES) 

This speech should focus upon the speaker, and what 
makes him/her the unique individual he/she.  Use the 
following Self-Awareness Inventory to get started.  
Choose one to two of the following or similar questions 
to address in your speech.   
 
Note: This speech, unlike the remaining three, may be 
presented and recorded among an audience comprised 
of familiar people – family and friends. 

 
• How were you affected by your environment? 
• How has a special person influenced your life? 
• Were you shaped by some unusual experience? 
• Does some activity give meaning and purpose to 

your life? 
• Do your goals or purpose in life shape you? 
• Does your work reflect who you are? 
• Can you best be described in terms of your 

values? 
 
• DEMONSTRATIVE (6-8 MINUTES)  

(FULL-SENTENCE PREPARATION OUTLINE 
REQUIRED) 
This speech should accomplish one of two purposes: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

either to explain a process such as “ How your electric 
bill is determined,” or to show us how to do something, 
such as “ How to balance your checkbook.”  The speaker 
should consider what he/she knows how to do that 
would be of interest, or would be helpful to the specific 
audience.  
Specific Information regarding this speech is included in 
Speech Rules and Descriptions document and in the 
assignment Dropbox. 
 

 
• INFORMATIVE (4-6 MINUTES)     

(FULL-SENTENCE PREPARATION OUTLINE  AND 
WORKS CITED PAGE, USING THE MLA STYLE, 
REQUIRED). This speech should focus on a current 
national or international event (not just an issue).  
A Works Cited page, with at least three current 
sources, using MLA style of citation must 
accompany the outline. 
Specific Information regarding this speech is included in 
Speech Rules and Descriptions document and in the 
assignment Dropbox. 
  

• PERSUASIVE ( 5-7 MINUTES)  
(FULL-SENTENCE PREPARATION OUTLINE AND 
WORKS CITED PAGE REQUIRED, using Monroe’s 
Motivated Sequence Design - see pp. 413-417 of 
text) The Works Cited page should consist of at least 
three current, credible sources.    
A speaker’s overall goal in some persuasive speeches is 
simply to change the audience’s mind, while in others, 
the goal is to actually motivate them to take a 
specific action. Monroe’s Motivated Sequence 
seeks to accomplish the latter, so please keep this in 
mind. Obviously, the speaker’s viewpoint(s) must be 
adequately supported by facts, examples, etc.  
 
Remember, in order for an audience to be persuaded, a 
speaker must provide them with solid substantiation for 
the claims made. The speaker, then, must first be 
thoroughly committed to the persuasive viewpoint. 
Specific Information regarding this speech is included in 
Speech Rules and Descriptions document and in the 
assignment Dropbox. 
 

      Remember also, a power point presentation with 
      at least 5 slides to accompany the persuasive 
      Speech must also be submitted.                 
 

Punctuality: Although students will be working at their own pace, they 
must not allow themselves to get behind.  The course is 
designed so that the bulk of the text is covered 
before the three major speech presentations: 
Demonstrative, Informative (current events) and 
Persuasive, are made. 



 
Chapter quizzes (3 due weekly) may not be turned 
in late.  They will not be accepted. If a set of quizzes 
(3) is not submitted on time, the quiz grade will be 
reduced by approximately 2%.  The first four 
chapter quizzes of the text must be completed 
before the first (Self-Introductory) speech is 
presented and videotaped.  Chapter quizzes 
through chapter 16 must be completed before the 
remaining three speech presentations are made. 
The final two chapter quizzes (chapters 17 & 18) may be 
turned in after the demonstrative presentation. 
 
Each of the three required preparation outlines must be 
turned in at least one week prior to the actual speech 
presentation of each.  If an outline is late, it’s grade 
may be reduced by 10% for each day late. 
 
The mid-term exam should be taken during the set 
timeframe, once students have completed the first 
ten chapter quizzes.  Students must make 
arrangements with the LRC staff to do so at the 
Learning Resource Center, at the Jimmy Naifeh 
Center, or at the Gibson County Center.  If you live 
beyond a 125 mile distance from any of the three 
centers, you must make special arrangements with 
your instructor to take the exam with a proctor.   
 
The final exam may be taken during the set 
timeframe, but after students have completed all 
chapter quizzes, and all speech outlines and 
presentations.   
 
Again, students must arrange with the LRC staff to take 
the exam at the Learning Resource Center. 
   

Course Ground Rules 
  

E-mail: Always include a subject line, e.g., “persuasive 
speech outline.”   
 
Assignments should be submitted in the appropriate 
assignment Dropbox. 
 
When sending a question to the instructor, the student 
should begin with his/her name and a brief indication of 
the subject of the question. 
 
Respect the privacy of other class members.  Keep group 
discussions limited to subject matter related to the class 
or its assignments. 
 

Library: 
 

Students should use the Learning Resource Center 
and its webpage on the DSCC Website to research 



 
 

 
 
                                     
 
 
 
 
                                     
 
                                     Help 
Desk: 
 

information for their speeches.  They offer numerous 
links to current event websites, online journals, 
and databases, as well as helpful tools such as the 
Purdue Owl link to aid in MLA citation and creating 
Power Point presentations. 
 
Additionally, students must make arrangements 
with the LRC staff to take the two proctored 
exams (mid-term and final) at the  
Dyersburg, Covington or Gibson County sites. 

For technical assistance with online classes, contact the 
LRC Help Desk.  The Help Desk telephone number for the 
Dyersburg area is 731-288-7780.  The Help Desk 
telephone number for the Jimmy Naifeh Center in 
Covington is 901-475-3177. 

You may also contact the Help Desk by e-mail.  The 
address is helpdesk@dscc.edu.  
 
To ask a question about books, interlibrary loans or other 
LRC information, call the LRC at 731-286-3361 or e-mail 
the Librarian: charley@dscc.edu. 

 
Discussions: Discussions among class members may take place at 

anytime, but are limited to the content of the course.   
 
Members should: 
 

• Try to maintain discussion threads by using 
the “reply” button rather than starting a new 
topic. 

 
• Read the comments of all other class members 

through before commenting. 
 

• Use no inflammatory or insulting remarks.  
Class members should be respectful of all other 
members and their ideas.  

 
• Respond to others in a thoughtful and timely 

manner.   
 

Students With Disabilities: NOTE:  Dyersburg State Community College is committed 
to providing a discrimination-free environment for both its 
students and its employees.  If you have a disability of 
any type, please notify Dr. Karen Rutledge immediately 
after registering for this course .  Her phone number is 
286-3242, and her email is rutledge@dscc.edu.  All effort 
will be made to appropriately accommodate your needs.. 
 

Syllabus Changes: Any necessary changes to the course syllabus will be e-

mailto:helpdesk@dscc.edu
mailto:charley@dscc.edu


mailed to students as soon as possible.  
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